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ore compleat and more intelligible than 
any extant, concerning 


The Hermetical Magifiery. 


Tranilated from the French. 


yi TON E waded, a 
he Ancient War of the Knights ; 
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Ichymiftical Dialogue betwixt our Stone, 
f Gold and Mercury; of the true Matter, 
® of which thofe who have traced Nature, 
© do prepare the Philofopher’s Stone. 
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S41 ers of the Hermetick Art 
meet with, but that like- 
wife great Numbers of them are 
fallen into the greateft Abfurdi- 
ties, as well in refpe& to their 
Operations, as to the Matter they 
work upon; and often wifhing 


to fee fome Remedy applied, to 
 Fecover thofe unhappy People from 


A 3 ; thei 


mme 


To the READER. 


their Errors, it led me into a fe- 
rious Confideration of the Caufe 
thereof ; and I found that it was 
impoflible, thofe deluded Search- 
ers could dwindle away into the 
abfurdeft Operations, if they did 
not want a fufficient Theory of 
this Art. 

Then meditating further, and 
finding that the faid Theory (which 
isthe main Pillar and Foundati- 
on to go upon) is not to be ac- 
quired but by the conftant Perufal 
of good Books ; Iat laft begun to 
confider of thofe Authors, which 
are Extant in the Englifh ‘Tongue, 
and found that there really too 
few of them, and that it was chief- 
ly to be attributed to this Want, 
that People labour fo much in vain, 


and fo contrary to Nature. 


*Tis 


—E 


Tó the READER. 

*Tis true, fome, who only look 
upon the Number of Books, will 
think there are Authors enough, 
nay, too many Extant that have 
written of the Hermetick Art in the 
Englifh Tongue ; but others who 
have acquired fome Knowledge in 
this Divine Science, and who know 
to diftinguifh good Authors from 
Sophifters, will eafily allow, that 
there is'a real Want of them ; for 
there are but few who wrote in 
the Englifh Tongue, that may be 
deemed as Mafters, or at leaft by 
whom a feeker of this myfterious 
Art may be inftructed ; fo that, as 
to thofe fophiftical Authors who 


vil 


have encreafed the Number of fuch ` 


Books, and treated of an Art which 
they did not know, nor under- 
ftood fo much as any Part there- 
of, the more numerous they are, 

A 4 the 


Vili To the READER 


the more pernicious they prove 
to a Beginner who happens to read 
them ; for it is certain, that they 
may ¢afily put him out of a right 
Path, but can never lead him into 
a true Way, 

As for thofe that have been tran- 
flated out of other Tongues, they 
are but of little Ufe, when they 


have been tranflated, rather to ferve 


fome private View, than.to be in- 
{trudive to thofe who Study this 
Science s efpecially when they have 
been tranilated by Perfons, who 
had no Knowledge of the Terms 
and Operations of Chymiftry ; and 
I do not Queftion, but it will be 
affirmed by all thofe, who (under- 
ftanding the German Tongue) have 
read Bafil Valentine in his own 
Native Language, that the Tran- 
flation of that Volume which con- 

tains 
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To the READER. 


tains his Will and Teftament, @e. 
differs widely from the Original ; 
nay, I believe ] might eafily con- 
vince the Lovers of this Art, that 


the fame is a bad Tranflation of a 


bad Edition. 

Concerning others, I will fay 
nothing againit them, it not be- 
ing my Intention, to fearch for 
the Faults of other Tranflators. 
But finding from the aforefaid 
Confiderations, that to get fome 
good Authors tranflated, would be 
the moft likely Means to furnifh 
the Lovers and Studiers of this Sci- 
ence with a fuficient Theory, and 
to make them to defift from their 
unnatural Operations: I refolved 
to undertake the Work, and fixed 
upon the following Treatifes to be 
the firft, that fhould appear in an 
Enghib Drefs. il 


The. 


g 


To the READER. 


The firit of thefe Treatifes wag 


written by a German Philofopher, 
under the Title of, THE ANcI- 


ENT WAR OF THE KNIGHTS, 


and was not only at firft received, 
as coming from a good Author, 
and true Mafter, by all. thofe who 


had got any Knowledge in this” 


Science: But the faid Treatife did 
likewife afterwards receive its San- 
tion by the fecond, being a Com- 
mentary, which another learned 
Philofopher has made thereupon 
in French, who alfo after his in- 
ftructive learned Commentary has 
added fix Keys, which for their 
Plainnefs and ingenious Expreflions 
give way to none, and are of the 
Come Ute imaginable to a Studier 

of this Art. 
Thus the whole-being an excel- 
dest Work, there is ro doubt, but 
thote 


To the READER. 


thofe who apply themfelves to get 
Knowledge by reading good Au- 
thors, will find infinite Benefit from 
the perufal of it; and the faid 
Treatifecalled, THE ANCIENT 
WAR OF THE KNIGHTS, 
being wrote in the Garman Tongue, 
J have been at the Pains and Ex- 
pences to get an Original thereof, 
that fo the Lovers of this Science 
might likewife have a Tranflation 
of the fame, and thus be able to 
draw Water from the Spring it felf ; 
and alfo, that by comparing it with 
the firft, they might fee and recti- 
fy fuch Paffages as have fuffered by 
a fecond Tranflation. 

No Body will, I hope, objed, 
that the Style of this Work is not 
according to the prefent Politenefs, 
if he is fo kind as to confider that 
it is not intended for a Grammar, 

but 


Xi 
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but to inftru& People in the Her- 
metick Science, which is for the 
moft Part defcribed in fuch diff- 
cule Terms, that the unhappy 
‘Turn of one Word, may alter a 
whole Sentence, to the infinite Pre- 
judice of a Tyro; and that it is 
therefore better to keep to the Au- 
thor’s Meaning in a lefs agreeable 
Style, than to deviate from it, by 
ufing politer Expreflions. 

"Tis likewife for the fame Rea- 
fon, that where the German has a 
Word or Sentence which might 
bear a double Meaning or Signifi- 
cation, both of them have been gi- 
ven, as for Inftance: Where the 
War of the Knights, at the End 
of this Book, tranflated from the 
German Original, fays by Num. 19. 
pag. 10. And if you two fhould mx 
your felves together, and were kept 

in 


To the READER, 
in the Fire—The Original fays in- 
deed in the Fire, but becaufe the 
Germans {peaking of Chymical O- 


perations, and mentioning Fire, of- 


ten mean Digeftion, which is per- 
formed Jy Fire; therefore has been 
added, [er in Digeftion, | that fo the 
Reader might have both Meanin.3, 
and choofe of the two which he 
fhould judge moft proper. 

I could eafily have added my 
Opinion upon feveral Paffages in 
this Work, as for Inflance, pag. 
41. where mention is made of the 
Stars of Venus and Diana, which 
two Signs or Characters put toge- 
ther, produce that which fignifes 
| Mercury, for if the Character of 
horned Diana [®©], is placed upon 
that of Venus [o }, it yields a Cha- 
der IN this Form °, Bet J o 
mit it, left I fhould be thought 

pre: 
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xiv To the READER. 


prefumptuous in endeavouring to 


explain, what I own I am not Ma- 
{ter of. 


Should this my well-intended 
Labour meet with Approbation: | 
I'll continue it with Pleafure ; and 
in Cafe the prefent Work fhould 
any ways be wanting in Exadt- 


tude, FIL ufe all Endeavours to 
make amends in the next. 


Of the Auruor of the 


COMMENTARY, 


Tranflated from the French. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


SAS e NE is fufficiently perfuaded, that 
f D s th lready to Books 

e (382) there are already too many Boo 
DN 234 whichtreat of the Hermetick Phi- 
- ae lofophy ; aud that nnlefs one would 
awrite of this Science plain, without Equivoca- 
tion, and without Allegory, (which none of the 
Sages 


xv 
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Sages will ever. doy) it would be better to rež 
main filent, than to fill the World with new. 
Works, which rather ferve to clog the Spirit 
[or Adinds| of thofè who apply themfelves to 
penetrate into the Philofophick Adfteries, thar 
to put them in the true Way, which leads to 
the defired End, to which they afpire. Tis 
for this Reafon that it has been thought, that 
to interpret a good Author, who treats of this 
Sublime Philofophy with Solidity, would be more 
ufeful to the Children of the Science, than fome 
new Parabolical Produttion, adorned with [ime 
of the moft inzenions Expreffions, which the 
Adepts know to Frame when they treat of this 
great Art, or rather, when they write only to 
make known, to thofe that pofefs the Mdagifte- 
ry like themfelves, or to thofè that feek its 
that they have had the good Fortune to arrive 
to the Poffeffion thereof. Indeed moft part of 
the Piilofophers which have wrote thereof, have 
done it rather to {peak of the good Succefs wheres 
with God has bleffed their Work, than to give 
the necefary Infiratlion to thofè who give theme 
[elves 


(elves to the Study of this facred Science. This 
is fo true, that mof of them don’t fo much 

make any Difficulty of owning fincerely, that 
that has been their chief View, when they 
tompofed their Rooks of that Matter, 


The little Treatife which bears the Title; 
The ANTIENT WaR OF THE KNIGHTS, 
Das without any Contradittion deferved the dp- 
wobation of all the Sages [or wife Aden | and 
F thofe, who have any Knowledge of the Her- 
netick Philofophy. It is written by Way of a 
Dialogue, in a very plain and natural Style, 
vhich bears every Way the marks of Truth ; 
et notwithftanding its Plainne/s, it is not want- 
ng of Profundity, and to be folid in its Rea 
oning, as alfo convincing in its Proofs ; in [uch 
ı manner, that there is not one Word, but what 
arvies its Sentence, and on which there might 
ot be made a long Commentary. 


This Work, was compofed in the German 
‘ongns by a true Philofopher, whofe Name is 
(a) MRED 
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unknown. It appeared in Print at Leipzig; 
in the Year of our Lord 1604. Faber of 
Montpeiller tranflated it into Latin: And it 
ovas from this Latin [Edition | that the French 
Tranflation was taken, which was Printed 
Paris by d Houry, and put at the End of 
[the Book called) the French Turba, of the 
Word left behind [verbum dimiflum] and 
Drebellius, which together make up one Voa 
lume. But whether Faber did not well an 
devftand the German Tongue, or elfe did on 
Purpofe falfify the Original : So it is, that ther 
are in thefe two Tranflations corrupted Paffages 
which are fo manifeftly falfe, that they hav 
occafioned, that many have contemned this littl 
Work, although it feemed otherwife to b 
very mush efleemed, 


‘As Truth and Falfhood cannot dwell tos} 
gether in one Subjett, and becanfe it wa 
eafy tojudge that thefe Tranflations wer 
not done faithfully, a Philofopher of ex 
traordinary Knowledge and Merit, did} 


fe 


Th PREFACE. xix 
or to fatisfy his Curiofity in this Point, 
we bimfelf the Trouble, of feeking ups 
ards of ten Years for to find the Ger- 
an Original of this little Treatife, and 
aving at lafl found it, causd it to be 
exatly tranflated into Latin. This new 
yanflation is taken from that Copy, and 
done with all pojeble Fidelity, The Good- 
nefs of the Original may be feen here, by 
he truth which evidently appears in divers 
Places which bave been reflored [| to its for- 
ner Senfe,| which were not only alter'd, 
but quite changed, One may judge of this 
y the Paffage marked thirty-four, where 
the firft Tranflation fays, like the Latin 
of Faber, Mercurium noftrum nemo af- 
equi poteft; nifi ex mollibus odo cor- 
poribus neque ullum abfque aitero pa- 
rari poteft. No Body can attain to our 
Mercury, otherways than out of the. 
ight {oft Bodies, nor can the one be 
repared without the other. This Trea- 
tife needed no other Thing, to be defpifed 
(a2) by 


XX 
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by thofe that have a fuficient Knowledge 
of the beginning of the [Philofophick] 
Work, in order to diftinguifh what is true, 
from that which is falfe : The learned, 
however, did eafily judge, that fuch a capi- 
tal Fault as that could not come from a 
true Philofopber, who otherways gives 
Juficiently to know that he bas perfedly 
underftood the Magiftery: But there was 
wanting a zealous learned Man, for to 
difcover the Truth, and one that was as 
capable as the aforefaid, to make fo great 
a fearch for to find the Original of this 
Work ; without which it was impoftble to 
re-eflablifh the true Senf2 thereof. 


The place jufl now mentioned, was not 
the only one, that wanted to be amended, 
If one takes the Pains to compare this 
new Tranflation with the former, there 
will appear a very great Difference, and 
many material Corredions. The palage 
thirty-five is not one of the leaf, and 

As 


The PREFACE. xx 


as this Tranflation bas been done from 
the new | or laff] Latin Copy, without ever 
looking upon that which was already print- 
ed in French, it bas been a pleafure to rea 
mark in courfe, al what was not conform 
to the fame, 


The Words and entire Phrafes, that have 
been added in fome places in the prefent, 
to make it join more natural, or to render 
the Senfe more perfett, are placed betwixt 
two Crotches ( ), in order to diflinguifh 
what is, and what is not in the Text, to 
which the Author of this Tranflation bas 
kept himfelf extreamly clofe: By Reafon 
that the Icaft Addition, to a Matter of 
this Nature, may make a confiderable Al- 
teration [or Change] and Occafion great 
Errors, 


The Beauty and the Solidity of this Trea- 
tie, did very well deferve the Pains 
which have been taken to make a Commen- 


at. 
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tary thereupon, to make it more intelligi- 
ble to the Children of the Art, [or Sci- 
ence ;| becaufe it is a Treatife that may 
fland them inftead of all others. And as 
the Method of a Dialogue is the mafl pro- 
per for to explain, and for to make pal- 
pable the fublimeft Truths, it bas been 
made Ufe of here, and that with the more 
Reafon, in that the Auther, upon which 
this Commentary has been made, has write 
ten in the fame manner. The Dialogue 
of Eudoxe and Pyrophile, which explains 
that [Dialogue] of the Stone, with Gold, 
and with Mercury, unfolds the chiefeft 
Difficulties by its Quefions, and by the 
Anfwers which are made thereto about the 
moft material [or effential] Points of the 
Hermetick Philofopby. 


The Cyphers which are on the Margin 
of thefe two Dialogues, are to remark 
the places which are alike in the frf Dia- 
logue, and the fecond in which they are 

7 explained 
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explained. There is to be feen in this 
Work an entire Conformity of Sentiments 
with the firft Mafters of this Philofophy, 
as well as with the moft learned that have 
written in the latter Ages; fo that there 
may hardly be found a Treatife upon this 
Matter, (how great foever the Number 

thereof may be,) which is clearer, and 
more fincere than the prefent, and which 
in Courfe could be more nfe eful to fuch as 
apply themfelves to Study this Science, and 
who otherways have all the Qualificatiawe 
both of the Mind, and of the Body, which 
our Philofophy requires of thofe who defire 
to make fome Progrefs therein, 


The Commentary, will doubtlefs, be ake 
lowed to be fo much the better in that it is 
not diffufedly, as almoft all Commen- 
taries are: That it does not touch up- 
on any other Places than thofe which may 
be needful to be explained: and that it does 
in no way deviate from the Subjet ; but 

63 
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as thefe fort of Writings are not fit for 
thofe who have not yet gotten a Spark of | 
the fecret Philofophy, the cleareft fighted 
will eafily find, that it has been thought 
better to skip feveral Things, which per- 
baps might have deferved an Interpreta- 
tion, than to explain generally all what 
might yet caufe fome Dificulty to the young 
Beginners in this great Art, 


As the firft of thefe Dialogues tells the 
Yitory of the Stone, and the other ex- 
plains the Reafons, and fhews the Founda- 
tion of its Triumph : It feemed that this 
Book could not appear under a more pro- 
per Title, than that of the Hermetical 
Triumph: Or, The Victorious Philofo- 
phical Stone. Nothing remains to be faid, 
except that the Author of the Tranfla- 
tion (who is likwife the fame of the Com- ` 
mentary, and of the Letter which is at 
the End of this Beok) has bad no other In- 
tercft or View in this, but to manifeft the 

Truth 
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Truth to thofe who afpire to the Knowledge 
of it, from fuch Motives as are proper to 
the true Children of the Science: He alfo 
declares, and protefts fincerely, that he 
defires with all bis Heart, that thofe who 
are fo unfortunate as to lofe their time 
in working with foreign or diffant Mat- 
ters, may find themfelves enlightned by read- 
ing this Book, in order to know the true 
and only Matter of the Philofophers ; and 
that thofe who know the fame already, but 
are ignorant of the great Point, viz. the 
Solution of the Stone, and the Coagulati- 
on of the Water, aud of the Spirit of the 


_ Body, which is the Term[ or End] of the 


Oniverfal Medicine, may here learn thofe 
fecret Operations, which are here diftindly 
enough defcribed for them. 


The Author has not thought proper to 
write in Latin, becaufe he could not be- 


lieve, like many others, that to treat of 


thefe high Myfferies in a vulgar Tongue, 
as to reveal them : He has followed the 
(b) Example 
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Example of feveral Philofophers, who weré 
yejelvcd, that their Work [or Treatife] 
foculd bear the | faid] Charader of their 
Country. His firft Defign bas likewife been 
to be ufeful to his Countrymen, not doubt- 
ing, but that if this Treatife fhould appear 
to the Difciples of Hermes to have any 
deferts, there would be found fuch as will 
tranflate it into fuch a Language as they 
paje, 
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Tranflated from the French. 


ES] T ought not to be expected to find here 
‘esl a particular Explication, fuch as fhould 
| undraw the Curtains which are fpread 
S| over the philofophick Enigma, for to 

4} fhew the Truth quite naked ; for if that 
were [done], there would remain nothing more to 
te done but to burn all the Writings of the Philofo- 
phers: The Wife would not have any more Advan- 
tage over the Ignorant; the one and the other would 
be equally skilled in this wonderful Art. 

Ir ought therefore to be thought fufficient to fee 
in this Figure, 2s in a Looking-Glaf, the Abridge- 
ment of the whole fecret Philofophy, which is con- 
tained in this little Book, in which all the Parts of 
this Emblem are explained as clear as it is permitted 
to be done. 


THOSE 


Tose that are initiated in the Philofophick Mys 
fteries, will eafily and prefently comprehend the Senfe 
which is hid under this Figure. But thofe who have 
not thefe Lights, muft here confider in general a mu- 
tual Correfpondence betwixt the Heavens and the 
Earth, by Means of the Sun and Moon, who are like 
the fecret Ties of this Philofophical Union. 

THEY will feein the Practice of the Worck, two 
parabolical Rivulets, who confounding [or mixing] 
themielves fecretly together, give Birth to the my- 
fterious Triangular Stone, which is the Foundation 
of the Art. 

Tey will feea {fecret and natural Fire, of which 
the Spirit penetrating the Stone, fublimes it in Va- 
pours, who condenfe themfelves in the Vefiel. 

Tuey will fee what Efficacy the fublimed Stone 
receives of the Sun and Moon, whio are its Father 
and Mother, of whom it inherits prefently its firft 
Crown of Perfection. 

Trey will fee in the Continuation of the Pra- 
tice, [or in the Progre{s of the Work,] that the Art 
gives to this Divine Liquor a double Crown of Perfe- 
ction, by the Converlion of Elements, and by the 
Extraction and the Depuration of the Principles, by 
which it becomes to be that myfterious Rod of Mer- 
cury, which operates [or pertorme] fuch furprifing 
Metamorphofings. 

THEY will fe that this fame Mercury, as a Phæ- 
mix, who takes a new Birth in the Fire, arrives bv 
the Magiftery to the laft Perfection of the fixed Sul- 
phur of the Philofophers, which gives it a fovereign 
Power over the three Genders [or Reigns] of Na- 
ture; of which the three-fold Crown (upon which 
1s fet for this Purpofe the Hieroglyphick Figure of 
the World) is the moft material [or effential| Cha- 
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A DrscoursEe between the Stone 
of the Philofophers, and Gold, and Afer- 
cury. Concerning the true Matter from 
whence thofe who are acquainted with 
the Secrets of Nature, may make the Phi- 
lofopirical Stone, according to the Reales of 
a proper Prattice, and by the help of Ls- 
natick Vulcan 


Compofed Originally in the Ger- 
man Yongue by a very able Philofopher, 
and newly tranflated from the ati into 
French, now from the French render’d 
into Exglifh. 


SOEH E Subje& of this Difcourfe is 
+. 4 a Difpute which Gold and Afer- 
cury tad one Day with the Stone 
= of the Philofophers. See here in 
what manner a true Philofopher fozaks, (who 
is 


I 
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The HERMETICAL 


is arrived at the Pofleffion of this great Se- 
cret.) 

I proteft unto you before God, !and up- 
on the (eternal) Salvation of my Soul, with 
a fincere Heart, touch’d with Compatffion | 
for thofe who have been a long while in 
this great Search ; and (I give you notice,) 
all you who Efteem this wonderful Art, that 
our whole Work takes its Nativity (*) from 
one only thing, and that in this thing the 
Work finds its Perfection, without having 
need of any other thing whatfoever, but to 
be diffolved (*) and coagulated, which it 
muft do of it felf} without the Afliftance 
of any foreign Thing. 

When we put Ice into a Veffel placed on 
the Fire, we fee that the Hear makes it di- 
folve into Water ; (*) we muft ufe the fame 
way with our Stone, which only wants the 
help of the Artift, the Operation of his 
Hands, and the Action of the (*) natural 
Fire: For it will never be diffolved of it {clf 
though it fhould remain for ever on the 
Earth, ’tis for that reafon we muft affift it; 
in fuch a manner, however, that we add no- 
thing to it, ¥ hich is foreign or contrary to 
it. 

Juft as God produces the Corn in the 
Fields, and that it afterwards belongs to us 

to 
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to reduceit into Meal, to knead it, and 
make Bread of it: In like manner our Art 
requires us to do the fame thing (*). God 
has created us this Mineral; to the end, that 
we fhould take it by it felf; thatiwe fhould 
uncompound or diflolve the Compofition of 
the grofs and thick Body ; that we fhould 
feparate and take for our felves whatever 
good it enclofes inwardly, that we reject 
what it has of fuperfluous, and that out of 
a (mortal) Poifon, we learn to make a (So- 
vereign) Medicine. 

To give you a more perfect underftand- 
ing of this agreeable Difcourfe ; I will recite 
to you the Difpute which arofe between 
the Stone of the Philofophers, Gold, and 
Atercury; {o that thofe who have a long 
time apply’d themfelves to the fearch (of 
our Art,) and who know how we ought 
to deal with (*) Metals and Minerals, 
may be thereby fufficiently informed how 
to arrive directly at the End which they 
propofe to themfelves. Tis neverthelefs 
neceflary, that we fhould apply our {elves 
to know, (*) exteriorly, and interiorly the 
Effence and the Properties of all things 
which are on the Earth, and that we pene- 
trate into the Profundity of the Operations, 
which Nature is capable of, 

ie 2 The 


6, 
a 


19 . 


The HERMETICAL 


‘The RE CITA. 

Gold and Mercury went one Day with an’ 
armed Hand, to (give Battle unto, and) fub- | 
duc the Stone. Gold animated with Fury; | 
begun to {peak thus : 


GOLD. Í 

How have you the Boldnefs to raife your | 
{elt above me, and my Brother Adercurys 
and to pretend a Preference before us; ycu 
8, who are only a (*) Worm (fwollen) with 
Poifon¢ Do you not know that I am the 
moft precious, the moft durable, and the 
chief of all the Metals? (know you not) 
that Monarchs, Princes, and Nations, do 
alike make all their Riches to confift in mey 

and in my Brother Mercury, and that you | 
are on the contrary, the (dangerous) Enemy 
of Men, and of Metals; fo that the (moit 
able) Phyficians ceafe not to publifh and 
extol the (fingular) Vertues which I poffefs 
_(*) to give (and preferve) Health to all the 

> World 2 


The STONE. 

To thefe Words (full of Anger) the 
Stone anfwer’d, (without being moved, ) 
my d:ar Gold, why are you not rather 

ang" 


TRIUMPH. 
angry with God, and why do you not ask 


him, for what Reafons he has not created 
in you what is found in me? 


GOLD. 

Tis God himfelf who has given me the 
Honour, the Reputation, and the glittering 
Brightnefs, ae renders me fo eftimable, 
it is for that Reafon that Iam fo fearched 
‘for by every one. One of my greateft Per- 
fections is to be a Metal unchangeable in 
the Fire, and out of the Fire: So all the 
World loves me, and runs after me; but 
you, you are only a (*) Fugitive, and a 
Cheat, that abufes all Men: This is feen 
in that, that you fly away and efcape out 
of the Hands of thofe who work with you. 


Whe TiO WE. 


’ Tis true, my dear Gold, ’tis God who 
has given you the Honour, the Durability. 
and the Beauty, which makes you preci- 
ous; “tis for that Reafon that you are 
obliged to return (eternal) Thanks (to the 
divine Bounty,) and not to defpife others 
as you do; for Ican tell you, that you 
are not that Gold, of which the Writings of 
the Philofophers make mention; (*) but 
that Gold is hidden in my Bofom. ’Tis 

B3 true, 
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uve, Town it, I flow in the Fire, (and 
I abide not there.) neverthelefs you very 
well know, that God and Nature have gi- 
ven me this Quality, and that this muft 
be fo; for as much as my Fluidity turns to 
the advantage of the Artift, who knows 


‘12.(*) the way how to extract it; know, ne- 


verthelefs, that my Soul remains conftant in 
me, and that fhe is more ftable, and more 
fixt than you are, altogether Gold as you 
are, and more than are ali your Brothers, 
and all your Companions are. Neither W2- 
ter, nor Fire, be they what they will, 
can deftroy her, nor confume her; though 
they fhould aé& upon her during as long a 
güme as the World fhall laft. 

Tis not then my Fault if I am fought for 
by Artifts, who know not how they ought 
to work with me, nor in what way Toughte 
to be prepar’d. They often mix me with 
foreign Things, which are (intirely) con- 
trary to me. They add to me Water, 
Powders, end fuch other like things, which 
deftroy my Nature, and the Properties 
which are cflential to me; fo that there ts 


13. hardly found’ one in a Hundred (*) who 


Works with me. They all apply them- 
felves to fearch out the (Truth of the) Art 
in you, and in your Brother Adereury ; 

tiS 
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*vis for that Reafon that they all err, and 
tis therein that their Works are falfe. They 
are themfelves a (good) Example of it; for 
‘tis unprofitably that they employ their 
Gold, and that they endeavour to deltroy it; 
there remains nothing to them from all that, 
but extreme Poverty, to which they fe 
themfelves at laft reduc’d. ! 

Tis you, Gold, who art the fi? caufe 
(of this ill Fortune;) you very well know, 
that without me it is impoflible to make 
any Gold, or any Silver, which fhall be 
perfect, and that it is I alone who have 
this (wonderful) Advantage. Why there- 
fore do you permit almoit all the whole 
World to lay the Foundation of their Ope- 

tions upon you, and upon AZercury? If 
you had yet any remainder of Honefty, 
you'd hinder Men fom abandoning them- 
elves toa mof? certain Lofs ; but as (inftead 
thereof) you do quite the contrary, Imay 
with Truth maintain, that it is you only 
who area Cheat, 


G OD. 

I will convince you by the Authority 
of the Philofophers, that the Truth of the 
Art may be accomplifhed with me. Read 

1 ] 1 >. œ 
Hermes, ke fays thus: * The Sun is its Fa- 
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14.“ ther, and the Moon (*) its Mother > now 
Tam the only one which they compare to 
the Sun. 

Arifiorle, Avicena, Pliny, Serapion, Tippo- 
erates, "Diofcorides, Adefitey Refis Averroes, 
Geber, Raymund Lully, Albertus Magnus, 
Arnold ot Villa Nova, Thomes Agsinas, 
and a great Number of other Philofophers, 
vhom I pafs by in Silence, that I may not 
be jong, do all write clearly and diftinétly, 
that the Metals and the (phytical) Tinc- 
ture, are not made but of Stlphur and of 

163 Aéercury, (*) thar this Salohar cught to be 
ved, incumbuftible, fteataiy reiifting the 

Fire s and’ éhat the Atercury ought to be 

clear, [or bright,} and well purify’d. In 

this manner they fovak without any referve; 
they name me openly by my proper Name, 
and fay, that in Gold, (that is to fay in me) 
there 1s found the red digefted, fixt, and 
incumoufsble Sslpber ; which is true, and 
very evident; for there is no Body who 
dees not know well, that Iam a Metal, 

the moft durable (and unalterable) that I 

am endowed with a perfet Sulphur, and in- 

urcly fxt, over which the Fire has no 
power. 
Asxercery was of the fame Opinion with 

Geld, ke approw’d of his Difcourfe, main- 

tained 


TRIUMPH. 


tained that all which his Brother fid was 
tue, and that the Work might be perfea- 
ed after the manner which the Philofophers 
erein above-cited have written. He added 
alfo, that every one (fufficiently) knew 
how great a (mutual) (*) Friendthip there 
was between Gold and him, preferably be- 
fore all the other Metals; that there was 
no Body who could not eafily judge there- 
of by the Teftimony of his own Eyes, 
that the Goldfmiths, and other fuch like 
Artificers knew very well, that when they 
would giid any work, they could not do 
without (a mixture of) Gold and Afercary, 
and that they make a Conjunction of them 
ina very {mall time, without difficulty, and 
with very littl Labour ; what ought not 
to be hop’d for with more Time, more La- 
bour, and more Application ? 


The STONE. 

At this Difcourfe, the Stone begun to 
Laugh, and told them, in Truth you de- 
ferve both the one and the other of you, 
that they fhould jeer you, and your Demon- 
firation ; bur it is you Gold thar I fill the 
more admire at, feeing that you are fo much 
conceited of your felf, for having the ad- 
vantage which you haye to be good for 

fome 
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fome certain Things. Can you be per- 
{waded that the ancient Philofophers did write | 
as they have done, in a Senfe which fthould 
be underitood ina commen Way ¢ And do 
you believe that one ought plainly to inter- 
pret their Words according to the Letter 4 


GOLD. 


I am certain, that the Philofophers, and the 
Artifts, whom I cited, have not written a 
Lie. Tihey are ail of etheefame’ Sentiment 
concerning the Vertue which I poffefs : 
Wis very true that there are found fome 
who would fearch in Things quite diftant, 
for the Power and the Properties which 
are in me. They have workt on certain 
Herbs, on Animals, on Blood, on Urines, 
on Hair, on Sperm, and on Things of this 
Nature; thofe have without doube ftray’d 
from the true way, and have fometimes 
written Falfhcods: But it 1s not fo of thefe 
Mafters whom [have named. We have 
certain Proofs, that they cffeCtually poffeft 
this (ercat) Art; “th forthar Reafon tha 
we ought to give credit to their Writings. 


The STONE. 


I do not make any doubt at all of (thofe 
Philofophers) having had an inure Know- 


ledge 
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ledge of the Art; excepting, neverthelefs, 
fome of thofe whom you have alledged ; 
for there are among them, thougn a very 
few, fome who knew it not, and have onl 
written what they have heard People fay 
of it: But when they (the true Philofophers) 
plainly mame Gold and Adercury, as the 
Principles of the Art, they only make 
Ufe of thefe Terms thereby to hide the 
Knowledge from the Ignorant, and from 
thofe who are unworthy (of this Science 3) 
for they very well know that fuch (vul- 
gar) Wits mind only the Names of things, 
the Receipts, and the Procefles which they 
find written, without examining whether 
there be any (folid) Foundation in what 
they put into Practice. But the wife Men, 
and thofe who read (good Books) with 
Application and Exactnefs, confider all 
Things with Prudence, examine how con- 
fonant and how agreeing one Thing [is 
with another; and by thefe means they 
pinetrate into the Foundation (of the Art,) 
fo that by Reafoning, and by Medirticn, 
they difcover (at length) what the matter 
of the Philofophers is, among whom there 
is not any one to be found who would fhow 
It, or make it known. openly, and by its 
proper Name. 

They 
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They declare themfelves plainly about it, 
when they tell ye, that they never reveal 
lefs (of the Secret) of their Art, than when 
they {peak openly, and in the common way 
(of delivery :) But (they affirm) on the 
contrary (*), that when they ufe Simili- 
tudes, Figures, and Parables, it is in Truth 
in thofe places (of their Writings) that they 
difclofe their Art; for (the Philofophers) af- 
ter having difcours’d of Gold and Mercury, 
fail not of declaring afterward and affuring 
us, that their Gold is not the common Sef 
Cor Gold) and that their Azercury is not the 
common Mercary 5 fee here the Reafon. 

Gold is a perfect Metal, which by Rea- 
fon of its Perfection (which Nature has gi- 
ven it) cannot be carried further (by Art) to 
a more perfect Degree; fo that in what way 
foever one may work with Gold, whatever 
Artifice one makes ufe of ; though one 
fhould Extraét its Colour (and its Tins 
Cure) a hundred Times, the Artit will 
never make more Gold, and {hall never tinge 
a greater Quantity of Metal, than there was 
of Colour and Tin@ture in the Gold (from 
whence it fhall have been Extracted) for 
this Realon it is that the Philofophers fay, 
7%, that we ought to feck Perfection (*) m 

the imperfect Things, and that we fhall find 

1t 
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it there. You may read in the Rofary 
what I have told you here. Rayweund, Lully, 
whom }you have cited to me, is of the fame 
Sentiment, (he affures) that, that which 
ought to be made better, ought not to be 
perfect ; becaufe in what is perfect, there is 
nothing to be changed; and one fhall fooner 
deftroy its Nature, (than add any Thing to 
its Perfection). 


GOLD. 


I am not ignorant, that the Philofophers 
{peak after this manner; yet this may be 
apply’d to my Brother Aderczry, who is 
as yet imperfect; but if one join both of 
us together, he then receives from me the 
Perfection (which he wants:) For he is of 
the Feminine Sex, and I am of the Mafculine 
Sex; which makes the Philefophers fay, that 
the Art is one quite homogeneal Thing. You 
fee an Example hereof in (the Procreation 
of) Men, for there can no Child be Born 
without (the Copulation of) Male and Fe- 
male; that is to fay, without the Conjun- 
éticn of the one with the other. We have 
the like Example thereof in Animals, and 
in all living Beings. 


The 
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The STOWE. 

Tis true, your Brother Afercury is im» 
19. perfect (*), and by confequence he is not 
the Mercury of the wife. So though you 
fhould be join’d together, and one thould 
keep you thus in the Fire during the Courfe 
of many Years, to endeavour to unite you 
ey to one another, there will always 
appen (the fame Thing, namely,) that as 
{foon as the Avercury feels the Action of 
Fire, it feparates it felf from you, it is fub- 
limed, it flies away, and leaves you alone 
below. That if one diflolve you in Agua- 
fortis, if one reduce you into one only 
(Mafs), if one melt you, if one difil you, 
if one coagulate you, you will never pro- 
duce any Thing but a Powder, and a red 
Precipitate : That if one makea Projection 
of this Powder on an imperfect Metal, it 
tinges it not ; but one finds as much Gold as 
one put therein at the beginning, and your 

Brother Mercury quits you and flies away. 
See here, thefe are the Experiments, which 
thofe who apply themfelves to the Search 
of Chymifiry have made to their great Da- 
mage, during a long Train of Years : See 
alfo (where there endeth) all the Knowledge 
which they have acquired by their Works. 
But 
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But becaufe there is a Saying of the Anci- 
ents, whereof you would male ufe to your 
Advantage, that the Art is all one (entire) 
homogeneal Thing ; that no Child can be 
Born without Male and Femaie ; and that 
you imagine to your felf, that the Ph:lofe~ 
phers do thereby intend to fpcak of you and 
your Brother Agercury ; I cught to tell you 
(plainly) that this is falfe, and that it is 
underftood much amifs concerning you, 
though in the fame Places the Philofophers 
fpeak fincerely, and tell the Truth. I make 
it known to you, that here (*) lies the cor- 
ner (angular) Stone, which they have laid, 
and at which many Thoufands of Men have 
{ftumbled. 

Can you well imagine to your felf, 
that it fhould be the fame (*) with Me- 
tals, as with Things which have Life. 
There happens to you in this, that which 
happens to all falfe Artifts : For when you 
read (fuch like Paflages) in the Philofophers, 
you apply not your felves amy more to exa- 
mine them, to endeavour to difcover whe- 
ther (fuch Expreffions) fqvare end agree to- 
ther, or no, with what has been faid be- 
fore, er what is faid afterward : Yet (you 
ought to know) that all which the Philofé- 
phers have written in figurative Terms about 
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the Work, ought to be underftood of me 
only, and of no other Thing which is in 
the World ; becaufe there is oniy me who 
can perform that which they fay, and that 
e) Without me it is impoflible to make 


any true Gold, or any true Silver. 
GCG Onl: 


Good God! have you no Shame of 
telling fo great a Lie? And do you not 
think you commit a Sin, in boafting your 
felf to fuch a Height, as to dare rowach- 
bute to your felf alone, all which fo many 
wife and knowing Men have written of 
this Art, for fo many Ages; vou who are 
= a thick, impure, and poifonous Mat- 

And you acknowledge, notwithftand- 

a this, that this Art is all one (perfectly) 
Homcgeneal Thing ? You fay further, 
that without yous ae can make no true 
Gold, nor true Silver, as being an oui 
verfal Things (*)2 (Is “there not a man’ 
felt ContradiG@ion there ¢) For as ack 
as many knowing Perfons me applied them- 
felves with fo much Care and Exaétnc& to 
thofe (curious) Searches, which thev have 
made, that they have found out other ways 
(wiz. Procefles) which they call ee ~2 
rom 


TRIUMPH. 
tulars, from which, neverthelefs, one may 
draw great Gain. 


The STONE 


My dear Gold, be not furprifed at what 
Tam going to tell you, and be not fo im- 
rudent as to impute a Lie to me; to me, 
who am (*) older than you: If fo be I 
were indeed miftaken in this Point, you'd 
have Reafon to excufe my (great) Age ; 
fince you are not Ignorant that old Age 
fhould be refpected. 

But to convince you that I have fpoken 
Truth ; in order to defend my Honour, I 
will rely on no other but (the Authority) 
of the fame Mafters whom you have quo- 
ted, and whom for that Reafon you have 
no Right to refufe. (For Inftance,) Her- 

zes in particular fays thus: It is true with- 

out a Lie, certain and very true, That that 
which is below, is like unto that which is 
above; and that which is above, is like un- 
to that which is below; (*) ’tis by thefe 
Things that one may make the Miracles of 
one only Thing. 

Ariftotle fays : O how admirable is this 
Thing, which contains in it {elf all Things 
which we have need of. Ic kills it felf; 
and afterwards it reaffumes a Life of it lf; 

g € (ys 


17 


P 
K3 


18 The HERMETICAL 


26. (*) it efpoufes it felf ; it impregnates it 
felf; itis born of it felf, at diflolves it felf 
in its own Blood; it coagulates it felf again 
with it, and rakes a hard Confiftence ; it 
makes it felf White, and it rubifies it felf; of 
it felt; we add nothing more to it, and 
we change nothing in it, except that we 
feparate the Groffze/s and the Terreftreity. 

Plato {peaks of me in this manner: It 
is one only fingle Thing, of one and the 
fame Species in it felf; (*) it has a Body, 
a Soul, a Spirit, and the four Elements, 
over which it has Dominion. It wants no- 
thing ; it has no need of other Bodies ; 
for it ingenders it flf; all Things are fronr 
it, by it, in it. 

T could here bring you many other Tefti- 
monies, but it being unneceflary, I pafs 
them over in Silence, that I may not be 
tedious. However, fince you happen to 
{peak to me of (Proceffes, or) Particulars, 
Pll explain to you in what they differ 
9., (from the Art) (*), fome Artifts who have 

wrought with me, have carried on their 

Works fo far, that they fucceeded fo far as 

to feparate from me my Spirit» which con- 

tains my Tin¢ture ; fo that mixing it with o- 

ther Metalsand Minerals they arriv’d thus far, 

that they communicated a fimall part of my 
. Vertues, 
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Vertues, and of my Power to fuch Metals 
as have fome Affinity and Friendihip with 
me. Yet thefe Artifts who have fucceeded 
in this way, and who have indeed found 
one Part (of the Art,) are really but a ve- 
ry {mall Number: But as they knew not 
(*) the Original whence the Tinures 
come, it was impoffible for them to carry 
on their Works beyond that; and at the 
cafting up of their Accounts, they have 
found no vaft Profit in their Proceeding. 
But if thefe Artifts had carried on their 
Searches further, and that they had well 
examined which is the (*) Wife who is 
proper for me ; and that they had fought 
for her, and united me with her; I then 
could have ting’d athcufand Times (more ;) 
but (inftead of that) they entirely deftroy- 
ed my own Nature, by mixing me with 
foreign Things; °tis truly for that Caufe, 
that at the making up of their Accounts, 
they have found feme Gain, however, but 
indifferent, in compavifon of the great Pow- 
er which is in me ; “tis apparent, never- 
thelefs, that (this Gain) did not proceed, 
nor kad its Original, but from me, and not 
from any other Thing whatfoever, (where- 
with I might be mixed.) 


2 2 GOLD: 
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GOLD. 


What you have faid is no fufficient Proof; 
for though the Philofophers {peak of one on- 
ly Thing, which enclofes in it felf the four 
Elements : and which [Thing] hasa Body, 
a Soul, and Spirit; and that by this Thing 
they would give us to underftand the (Phy- 
fical) Tin@ture ; at fuch time when the 
fame has been carried on to its higheft (Per- 
feétion) which is the Point they aim at ; 
yet this Thing ought at its beginning to be 
compofed of me, who am the Gold, and 
of my Brother who is the AZrcury, as be- 
ing (both together) the Male Seed, and the 
Female Seed ; as has been faid before: For 
after we have been fufficiently cook’d, and 
tranfmuted into a Tincture, we are then 
both the one and the other (together) the 
one only Thing which the Philofophers 
ipeak of. 


The STONE. 


That goes not as you fancy ; I have 
already told you before, that no true Uni- 
on canbe made of you two; for you are 


not one only Body, (*) but two Bodies 


together ; and confequently you are contra- 
ry, confidering the Foundation of Nature : 
but 


TRIUMPH. 2i 


but as for me, I have an (*) imperfect 32. 
Body, a ftedfaft Soul, a penetrating Tin- 
Cure. I have, befides this, a clear, tranfpa- 
rent, volatile, and moveable Mercury: And 
I can operate all thofe (great) Things, which 
you boaft of with you both, and which 
however you are not able to perform : For 
tis I who carry the Philofophical Gold, and 
the Mercury of the wife [Men] in my Bo- 
fom ; wherefore the Philofophers ({peaking 
of me) fay, our Stone (*) is Invifible, and 
it is not poflible to attain to the Pofleflion 
of our Mercary, any otherway than by - 
the Means of (*) two Bodies, whereof one 
cannot receive without the other the (re- 
quifite) Perfection. 

Tis for this Reafon that there is no other 
but only my felf, who poffefles a Male and 
a Female Seed, and who is (at the fame 
time) a Thing (entirely) Homogeneal ; al- 
foam I call’d an Hermaphrodite. Richardas 
Anglicus witnefles of me, faying, the firft 
Matter of our Stone is cald Rebzs (twice 
a Thing) that is to fay, a Thing which 
has received from Nature a double occult 
Property, which is the Reafon that the 
Name of Hermaphrodite is given to it, as if 
one would fay, a Matter, whereof it is dif- 
ficult to be able to diftinguifh the Sex (and 
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to difcover) whether it be a Male, or a Fee 
male, it inchning equally to both Sides: 
The (Univerfal) Medicine is therefore made 
of a Thing which is (*) the Water, and 
the Spirit of the Body. 

This has given Occafion to the faying, 
that this Medicine has deceived a great 
Number of Fools, by Reafon of the Mul- 
titude of eA xigua’s (under which it is hid ;) 
neverthelefs this Art requires but one only 
Thing, whichis known by every one, and 
which many do wifh for; and the whole 


. isa Thing, which has not its equal in the 


36. 


World ; (*) it is however cheap, and to 
be had at a fmail Expence: It ought not 
to be defpifed for that; for it makes and 
perfects wonderful Thixes. 

Alanus the Philofopker fays, you that work 
in this Art, ought to havea firmand con- 
ftant Application of Mind to your Work, 
and not go about to try fometimes one 
Thing, fometimes another. The Art con- 
fifts not in a Plurality of Species; but in 
the Body, and in the-Spirit. Oh how 
true it is, that the Medicine of our. Stone 
is one Thing, en? Veil, one Conjuncti- 
on. All the Artifice begins by ene Thing, 
and ends by one Thing, altho’ the Philo/o- 
phers, with a Defign to conceal this (great 

(Art 
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Art) defcribe feveral ways, viz. a continual 
Conjunction, a Mixing, a Sublimation, a 
Deficcation, and as many other (Ways and 
Operations) more, as may be jnamed by diffe- 


rent Names: But (*) the Diffolution of the 3 


Body is not made, but in its own Blood. 

Geber fays thus : There is a Sulphur in 
the Profundity of Azercury, which cooks it, 
and which digefts it in the Vein of the 
Mines, during a very long time. Thus you 
fee my dear Gold, that I have fully de- 
monftrated to you, that this Sw/pher is on- 
ly in me; becaufe I do all my felf alone, 
without your help, and without that of all 
your Brothers, and of all your Compani- 
ons. I have no Need of you; but you all 
have Need of me, for as much as I can 
give Perfection to you all, and raife you all 
above the State, which Nature has plac’d 
you in. 

At thefe laft Words, the Geld grew fu- 
rioufly enrag’d, not knowing what to an- 
fwer any further ; he confulted (however) 
with his Brother Aércury, and they agreed 
together, thet they would aflift one ano- 
ther, (hopinz) that they being two againft 
our Stone, which is but one and alone, 
they might eafily overcome it ; fo that af- 
ter not having been able to conquer it by 

C4 dif- 
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difputing, they took a’ Refolution to put 
it to Death by the Sword. In this defign 
they join’d their Forces, to make them the 
ftronger by uniting their double Power. 

Battle was given: Our Stone difplay’d 
its Force and its Valour ; fought them both, 

38.*7 overcame them, deftroy’d them, and 
fwallowed up both the ‘one and the other ; 
in a manner that there remained no fign, 
whereby one might know what was become 
of them. 

Thus, dear Friends, who have the fear 
of God before your Eyes, what I tell you 
ought to make you know the Truth, and 
illuminate your Minds as much as is necef- 
fary to underftand the Foundation of the 
greateft and the moft precious of all Trea- 
fures, which no Philofopher has fo clearly 
explained, difcovered, or brought to Light. 

You have then no need of any Thing 
elfe. This only remains, that you pray to 
God, that he would make you arrive at 
the Poffeflion of a Jewel, which is of an 
ineftimable Value. Next to this, fharpen 
your Mind, read the Writings of the Wife 
with Prudence; work with Diligence (and 
Exactnefs,) act not rafhly in fo precious a 

24, Work. (*) It’s ume is idl by Na- 
ture ; in the like manner as the Fruits which 

are 
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are on the Trees, and as the Bunches of 
Grapes which the Vine does bear. Be up- 
right of Heart, and propofe to your felf 
(in your Work) an honet End; other- 
wife God will grant you nothing ; (*) 
for he doth not communicate (fo great) qn 
Gift, except to thofe who will make a good 
ufe of it ; and he depriveth them thereof; 
who defign to make ufe of it to commit 
Evil. I pray to God that he may give 
you his (holy) Blefling. Amen. 


A DIS- 
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DISCOURSE 


BETWEEN 


Eudoxus and Pyrophilus, 


UTON THE 


ANCIENT WAR 
OF THE 


KNIGAT S 


PTROAAILVS. 
~=|O58T happy Moment, that 
PESEN brings me fo luckily to meet 
you here! I have for a long 
time moft earneftly wifh’d for 
== an Opportunity of entertaining 
you with the Progrefs I have made in Phi- 


lofiphy, 


TRIUMPH. 


lofophy, by reading thofe Authors, you ad- 
vifed me to read, to inftru& me fundamen- 
tally in that Divine Science, which by way 
of Excellency is cald Philofophy. 


EO DOMO S. 


The feeing you thus again, gives me na 
lefs Joy, and that will ftill be increafed by 
Learning the Advantages you have gained 
by your Application to the Study of our 
facred Science. | 


PYROPHILYVS. 


I fhall be indebted to you, not only for 
all that I now know of it, but likewife for 
what I fhall hope to penetrate in the So- 
phick, Myfteries, if you will pleafe to con- 
tinue to lend me the Affiftance of your 
Knowledge. It was you that infpired me 
with all the needful Courage, to undertake 
a Study, whofe firft Difficulties appeared 
impenetrable ; and of a Nature, continually 
to blunt the Points of Wits, that are moft 
acute in the fearch of hidden Truth: But 
thanks to your good Counfel, I find my 
fel but the more animated to purfue my 
Enterprize, | 

E Us 
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EO D IES. 


Iam pleafed, that I have not been mif 
taken in the Judgment of the Character of 
your mind, you have it of the temper it 
ought to be of, for acquiring that Know- 
ledge that furmounts the Capacity of an 
ordinary Genius, and not to foften under 
fo many Difficulties as renders the Sanétu- 
ary of our Philofophy almoft unacceflible. 
I very much applaud tnat Force with which 
I know you have combated the ufual Dif- 
courfes of certain Wits, who think them- 
felves concerned in honour to treat as Whim- 
fey and Chimera, whatever they do not un- 
derftand, becaufe they are unwilling it fhould 
be faid, that others can difcover Truths of 
which they have no Knowledge. 


P GROPP HILOS 
I never thought there was much Attenti- 
on due to the Reafoning of fuch as will de- 
cide in Things they underftand not 5° but I 
confefs to you, that had any thing been able | 
to turn me from a Science, for which I 1 
have ever had a ftrong natural Inclination, 
it would have been that fort of Shame.that 
Ignorance hath faftned upon Inquirers into 
this Philofopby: It is really troublefome to 
be 


TRIUMPH. 
be obliged to hide ones Application to it ; 


las one muft either do, or pafs in the Opi- 
‘nion of the World, for a Man that bufies 


himfelf in vain Chimera’s; but as Truth 


where-ever it is, hath ineftimable Charms for 
‘me, nothing has had the Power to divert 
me from this Study. I have read the Wri- 
tings of a great many Philofophers, no lefs 
confiderable for their Learning, than for 
their Probity ; and as it could never enter 
into my Thoughts, that fo great Perfonages 
werefo many publick Impoftors, I would 
needs examine their Principles with ferious 
Attention, and was convinced of the Trurhs 
they advance, altho’ I pretend not to com- 
prehend them all. 


EO I On F CS, 

You oblige me much by the Juftice 
you render to the Mafters of our Art; but 
pray tell me, what Philofophers you have par- 
ticularly read, and which are thofe that have 
given you moft Satisfaction? I contented 
my felf with recommending to you only 
fome few. 


IRE OPTITLYU S. 
To reply to your demand, I fheuld 
make along Caralogue, for I have read the 
i Phila- 


ap 
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Philofophers many Years without ceafing. 
have fought Knowledge in its Source, I hay 
read the {maragdine Table, the feven Cha 
ters of Hermes with their Commentari¢ 
T have read Geder, the Turba, Rofary, Th 
trum, Bibliotheque, Chymical Cabinet, and p 
ticularly Artephius, Arnold de villa nova, Ra 
mond Lully, Trevifin, Flamel, Zaccharys a 
many others, Antient and Modern, who 
J name not ; among others, Bafil, Valentin 
Cofmopolita, and Philalethes. 

I affure you I was terribly pur to it, 
try to find the effential Point in which the 
all fhould agree, they making ufe of Ex 
preffions fo differing, and often, feem to 
oppofite. Some fpeak of the Matter in ab 
{trated Terms, others in Terms com 

ounded : Some exprefs only certain Qua 
me of the Matter, others ftick upon quit 
different Properties; fome confider it im 
State purely natural, others {peak of it in 
State of fome of the Perfections it receive 
from Art: And all this together flings on 
into fuch a Labyrinth of DitHeulties, tha 
it is no wonder that moft of thole who 
read the Philofophers, do form quite diffe- 
rent Conclufions. 

I did not content my fclf to read the 
chief Authors you dirccted me to barely 

OE 


ct 


UMF 


once over; I read them over again and a- 
gain, even as often as I thought I could 

draw new Inftructions from them, either as 

to the true Matter, or as to its divers Pre- 
| parations, whereon depends the whole Suc- 
cefs of the Work. I have made Extracts 
| from all the beft Books. I have meditated 

thereon Day and Night, until I thought I 
_knew the Matter, and its different Prepara- 
| tions, which Property is but one and the 
fame continued Operation. But I avow to 
| you, that after fuch {olid Pains, I took a 
| dingular Pleafure to read the Antient Quar- 

rel of the Philofophers Stone with Gold and 
| Mercury ; the Neatnefs, the Simplicity, and 
the Solidity of this Tra& have charmed 
me; and as it is a ftanding Truth, that he 
_ who ‘underftands one true Philofopher per- 
fectly, does moft certainly underftand them 
all; permit me, if you pleafe, to ask you 
fome Queftions concerning this, and have 
the Goodnefs to anfwer me with the fame 
Sincerity that you have always ufed towards 
me. {aflure my felf, that after that, I fhall 


CE C E 
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be to put my Hand to the Work, and hap- 
pily to arrive at the Poffeffion of the greaceft 
of all thofe temporal Bleffings, wherewith 
it pleafes God to honour thofe who Labour 
m his Love and Fear. Ce 


ary 


be as much inftructed as it is neceflary to 
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EW DOA S. 


a a 


I am ready to fatisfy your Demands, ance 
fhall be very glad to hear you touch the e 
fential Point, whilft [am in the Refolution t 
conceal nothing from you of what may ferv 
for the Inftrucétion you may think yo 
want: But { believe it will be proper the 
I firft make you fome Remarks, that wil 
very much contribute to clear fome impor 
tant Paffages of the Tract you have men 
tioned. 

Remark then, that the term Stove is ta. 
ken in many different Acceptations, and in 
particular with regard to the three differen 
Stations of the Work ; which makes Geber 
fay, That there are three Stones, which are 
the three Medicines anfwering to the three 
Degrees of Perfection of the Work ; fe 
that the Stone of the firft Order, is the 
Matter of the Philofophers perfectly purified, 
and reduced into a pure mercurial Subftance ; 
the Stone of the fecond Order, is the fame 
Matter deco&ted, digefted, and fixed into 
an incembuftible Sulphur; the Stone of the 
third Order, is the very fame Matter fer- 
mented, multiplied, and pufhed to the laft 
Perfection of TinSture fixt, permanent, and 

tinging g 


TRIUMPH. 
| tinging : And thefe three Stones are the 
| three Medicines of the three Kinds. 


Remark further, that there is a great 
| Difference between the Stone of the Philo- 


ı fophers, and the Philofophick, Stone. The 
1 firft is the Subje@ of Philofephy, confidered 
, in the State of its firft Preparation, in which 
| it is truly a Stone, {ince it is folid, hard, 


heavy; brittle, frangible; itis a Body (fays 
\Philalethes) becanfe it flows in Fire like a Me- 


» tals and yet it is a Spirit, for it is whol 


Volatile. Lt is the Compound and the Stone that 
contains the Hunudity, that runs in the Fire 
(days 4rnoldus in his Letter to the King of 
Naples) it is in this State that itis a middle 
Subfiance between a Metal and Mercury (as 
the Abbot Sixefizs expreffes it) it is in fine 
in this State, that Gebsr con{iders it, where 
he fays in two Places of his Summa, Take 
our Stone, that is to fay, (faith he,) the Alat- 
rer of our Stone, juft as if he had faid, take 
the Philofopher’s Stone, which is the Matter 
of the Philofophick Stone. 

The Philofephick, Stone, is therefore the 
fame Stone of the Philofophers ; when by 
the fecret Magiftery it is exalted to the Per- 
fe&tion of the third Order, tranfmuting all 
imperie Metals into pure Gold or Siler; 
according to the Nature of the Ferment 

D adjoined 
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adjoined to ite Thef Diftin&ions will dc 
you confiderable Service, to unfold the dif 
ficult Senfe of the Philofephical Writings 
and to clear up divers Paflages of this very 
Author, upon which you intend to dif 
courfe me. , - 

PYROPHILUVS. 


I already difcern the Utility of thefe Re 
marks, and find in them the Explication o 
fome of my Doubts ; but before we ‘paf: 
any further, pray tell me whether the Author 
of this little Trat, which I fpeak of, de- 
ferves the Approbation that many learned 
Men do give it, and whether it contains the 
whole Secret of the Work ? 


E°U.) 0 YOU'S. 


Youneed not doubt, butthat this Treatife 
is done by the Hand of a true Adept, and con- 
fequently merits the Efteem and Approbation 
of Philofophers. The principal Defign of this 
Author, is to undeceive an almoft infinite 
Number of Artifts, who deceived by the dite- 
ral Senfe of our Writings, obftinately perfiity 

„that the Magiftery is to be effected by the 
Conjunction of Gold with Mercury varioufly 
pepara and to convince them abfolutely, 
xe maintains with the beft and moft Anti- | 

pn Philofophers, (*) that sbe Fork is notl 


niade 


TRIUMPA. 
| nade but of one only Thing, of ove only and 
the fame Species. 


| PYROPHILUVS. 
That 'is the very firit of the Places that 
raifed me fome Scruples ; for methinks one 
may reafonably doubt, that Perfection ought 
to be fought in one only felf fame Subftance, 
tand that without adding any Thing to it, 
‘one can be able to make all Things of it. 
| The Philofophers on the contrary fay, that 
inot only we muft remove the Superfluities 

from the Matter, but what is wanting muft 
 tikewife be added to it. 


ECU DOC XT S. 

It is eafy to deliver you from that Doubt 
by this comparifon; in the fame manner as 
Juices extracted from divers Herbs, depu- 
rated from their Feces, and incorporated to- 
gether, make but one Confection of one on- 
ly and felf fame Species; fo the Philofophers, 
with Reafon, call their prepared Matter, one 
only and felf fame Thing, although we are 
hot ignorant that it is a natural Compound 
of certain Subftances from one fame Root, 
and of one fame Kind, making together one 
whole compleat Homogeneity ; in this Senfe 
the Philofophers do all agree, though fome 

2 fay, 
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fay, their Matter is compounded of twe 
Things, and others of three ; though fome 
write, that it confifts of four, and fome of 
five ; and others again, that it is but one 
only Thing: They are all equally in the 
right, becaufe divers Fhings of one and the 
fame Kind naturally and intimately united, 
even as feveral Waters diftilled from Herbs, 
and mingled together, do indeed conftitut 
but one only felf-fame Thing; and this is 
done in our Art, and fo much more funda- 
mentally, as the Subftances that make up 
the philofophical Compound, differ lefs a- 
mong themfelves, than forrel Water differs 
from lettice Water. 


PYROPHIL US. 


I have nothing to reply to what you 
have faid, I comprehend the Senfe of it ve- 
ry well; but there remains with me a Doubt 
upon this Occafion, that I know feveral 
Perfons well verfed in the reading of the 
beft Philofophers, and who yet follow a Me- 
thod quite contrary to the firft Foundation 
that our Author lays ; that is to fay, that 

>. (*) the philofophical Matter hath no need 
of any Thing whatfoever, other than to be 
diffolved and coagulated. For thefe Perfons 
begin the work by Coagulation ; they w 
theres 


B] 
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therefore work upon a liquid Matter, ine 
| ftead of a Stone; pray inform me, whether 
this Method be that of Truth ? 


EODOZ? S. 


Your Remark is very judicious, the great- 
eft part of true Philofophers are of the fame 
Sentiment with this Author. The Matter has 
no need but to be diflolved, and then coas 
culated ; Mixtion, Conjunction, Fixation, 
Coagulation, and other like Operations, are 
made almoft of themfelves ; but Solution is 
the great Secret of the Art. It is this ef- 
fential Point that the Philofophers do not re- 
veal. All the Operations of the firft Work, 
or of the firft Medicine, is nothing (to 
{peak properly) but a continual Solution ; 
fo that Calcination, ExtraGion, Sublimati- 
on, Diftillation, is but a true Solution of 
the Matter. Geber taught not the Necef- 
ty of Sublimation, but becaufe it not only 
purifies the Matter from its grofs and com- 
buftible Parts ; but alfo, becaufe it difpofes 
to Solution, from whence refults rhe Mer- 
curial Humidity, which is the Key of the 
Work. 


D3 PYR Q; 
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PYROPHILUS. 


I am now well fortified again{t thofe pre: 
tended Philofophers, who are of a contrary 
Sentiment to this Author ; and I know nots 
how they can imagine that their Opinion 
{quares exactly with the beft Authors ¢ 


E © DOr U S. 


This very Author alone fuffices to let 
them fee their Error, he explains himfelf 
by avery right fimile of Ice, which melts 

9, with the leaft Heat ; to let us know, (*) 
That the principal Operation is to procure the 
Solution of a Matter hard and ary coming near 
to the Nature of a Stone; which, neverthe- 
lefs, by the Aion of the natural Fire, 
ought to be refolved into a dry Water, as 
ealily as Ice 1s melted by the leaft Heat. 3 


PYROPAILYVUS. 

I fhould be extreamly obliged to you, if 
you would be fo kind to inform me, what 
„tis you call (*) the natural Fire. I very 
well know it is the principal Key of the 
Art, many Philofophers have exprefled the 
Nature of it by very obfcure Parables ; but 
I do confefs to you, that I have not as yet | 
been able to comprehend this Myftery. 
E U- 


V 
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EUDOXUS. 

It is indeed the great Myftery of the 
Art, all other Myttertes of this fublime 
Philofophy depending on the Knowledge of 
this. How fatisfied fhowd I be, might I 
makedly explain this Secret to you; but I 
cannot do that, which no Philofopher be- 
lieves to be in his Power, all you can rea- 
fonably expect of me is to tell you, that the 
natural Fire whereof this Philofopher {peaks, 
is. a potential Fire, that burns not the Hands, 
but makes its Efficacy appear, being a litrle 
excited by the exterior Fire. It is there- 
fore a Fire truly Secret, that this Author in 
the Title of his Work calls Luzar Vulcan. 
Artephius has made a more ample Defcripti- 
onof it, than any other Philofopher. Pon- 
tanns has copied him, and tells us, that he 
erred two Hundred times, becaufe he knew 
not this Fire, “till he had read and under- 
ftood Artephius ; this myfterious Fire is na- 
tural, becaufe it is of one fame Nature with 
the philofophick Matter ; but, neverthelefs, 
the Artift prepares them both. 


PYROPAILYVS. 


What you have told me, rather excites, 


than fatisfies my Curiofity. Blame not the 
= D4 earneft 
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earneft Requeft I make you, to inftru& me 
more clearly, in a Point of fuch Impor- 
tance, that without the Knowledge of it, 
it were in vain to pretend to the Work; 
for without it, one meets a full Stop, after 


the Work. 
EWM DORTWE., 


The wife Men have been no lefs referved 
concerning their Fire, than concerning their 
Matter ; fo that it is not in my Power to 
add any Thing to what I have faid of it. 
I remit you therefore to Artephins and Pon- 
tanus. Confider only wath Application, 
that this natural Fire is an artificial Inven- 
tion of the Artift, that itis proper to cal- 
cine, diflolve, and fublime the Stone of the 
Philofophers ; and that there is but this one 
fort of Fire in the World able to produce 
the like Effe@. Confider that this Fire is 
of the Nature of Lime or Calx, and that it 
is in no fort a Stranger, with regard to the 
Subje&t of Philofophy. Confider, in fine, 
allo by what means Geber teaches to make 
the Subhmations requifite to this Art ; for 
my part I can do no more, but make for 
you the fame with that another Philofepher 
made, 


the firft Step male in the praGtick Part.of | 


TRIUMPH. At 


mide, That the Stars of Venus and korned 
Diana may be propitious to yon. 


Pi ReOge tt L U S. 

I fhould have been glad you had fpoken 
more intelligibly, but fince, there are certain 
Bounds, beyond which the Philofophers cane 
not pafs; Ï content my felf with what you 
have made me Remark ; I will again read 
over AÆrtephias with more Application, than 
I have yet dane, and I fhall not forget what 
you have told me, that the fecret Fire of the 
wife Men, is a Fire that the Artift prepares 
according to Art, or at leaft, that he caufe 
to be prepared by thofe that have a perfect 
Knowledge of Chymuftry ; that this Fire is 
not actually hot, but that it is a fiery Spi- 
rit enolase into a Subject of one felf | 
fame Nature with the Stone, and which be- 
ing moderately excited by the exterior Fire, 
calcines, diffolves, fublimes the Stone, and 
refolves it into a dry Water, as Cofmopolite has 
expreffed it. 


ÞU DO US. 

You perfectly comprehend what I have 
been telling you; I find fo by the Com- 
mentary you add to it. Yon muft know, 
thar from this firt Solution, Calcination, or 

i Sublima- 
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Sublimation, which are here one and the 
fame Thing, there refults the Separation of 


the terreffial and adujtible Parts of the Stone 3 


efpecially if you follow Geber’s Counfel | 


touching the Regiment of the Fire in the 
manner he teaches it, where he treats of the 
Sublimation of the Bodies, and of Mercury. 
You ought to hold it for a conftant Truth, 
that there is but this one way in the World, 
to extract from the Stone its unctuous Hu- 
midity, which infeparably contains the Sal- 
phur, and the Mercury of the wife Men. 


PPR O RFPRhILAT 8: 

I am thus intirely fatisfied upon the prin- 
cipal Point of the firt Work ; do me the 
Favour to tell me, if the Comparifon that 
our Author makes (*) of Wheaty with the 
Stone of Philofophers, with regard to their 
weil Preparation, to make Bread with 
the ane, and the Univerfal with the other, 
appears to you to be a proper and well fuited 
Comparifon. 


EU DON AS: 

It is as proper as can be made, if the 
Stone be confidered in the State wherein the 
Artift begins to put it, to be able to be 
rightly called the fubjeét and philofophick 

| Com- 


-e ra 
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Gompound ; for juft as we are not nou- 
rithed by Wheat, fuch as Nature produces 
it; but we are obliged to reduce it into 
Meal, to feparate from it the Bran, to make 
it into Pafte with Water, to make Bread of 
it, which muf be baked in an Oven to be- 
come a proper Aliment ; in the fame man- 
ner, we take the Srone, we grind, or pow- 
der it, we feparate frem it by the fecret 
Fire its Terreitreity ; we fublime it, we 
diffolve it with the Water of the Sea of the 
wife Men ; we decocét this fimple Cons 
fection, to make of it a fovereign Medicine. 


P TRO PH Lil & 

Give me leave to tell you, that there 
feems to me {fome difference in this Compa- 
rifon. The Author fays, that one muft 
take this Minera] alone, to make this great 
Medicine, and yet with Wheat alone we 
cannot make Bread ; it is neceflary to add 
to it, not only Water, but Leaven, 


FT a) (Xl de 
You have already the Anfwer to this 
Objection ; in as much as this Philofopher, 
like all the reft, forbids not ab/olurely to add 
any Thing, but that nothing itrange, or con- 


trary be added. The Water that is added 


ta 
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to the Meal, and the Leaven likewife, are 
nothing ftrange, or contrary to the Meal ; 
the Grain of which ’tis made was nourifhed 
by Water in the Earth ; and Water is there- 
fore of a Nature analogical to Meal: So the 
Water of the Sea of the Philofophers, is of 
the fame Nature with omr Stone ; becaufe all 
that is comprized under the Mineral; and 
metallick Gendre, was formed and nourifhed 
of that very fame Water in the Bowels of 
the Earth, whither it penctrates with the 
Influence of the Stars. You may plainly 
fee, by what I have faid, that the Philo/o- 
phers do not contradict themfelves, when 
they = it is one only felf Subftance, and 
when they {peak of it asa compound of 
many Subftances of one only, and {elf fame 
Species. 


BAR, OP Heli S: 

I think there is none but muft be con- 
vinced by fo folid Reafons as thofe you al- 
ledge. But tell, if you pleafe, whether I 
am miftaken in the confequence I draw from 
that Paflage of our Author, where he fays, 

6.that (*) thofè thar know after what man- 
ner Aierals and Mizcrals ought to be treat- 
ed, may go diretily to the Work they aim at. 
If this be fo, it is evident that the Mat- 
ter 


TRIUMPH. 


ter and Subje& of the Art muft not be 
fought for, but in the Family of Metals and 
Minerals, and that alt that work upon other 
Subjects, are in the Road of Error. 


PIDDI OXU. S: 

I will anfwer, your confequence is very 
well drawn ; this Philofopher is not alone in 
{peaking thus, he agrees therein with the 
greateft Number, Antient and Modern. Ge- 
ber, who perfectly knew the Magiltery, and 
who ufed no Allegory, treats throughout 
his whole Summa only of Metals and Mi- 
nerals, of Bodies and Spirits, and of the 
right manner of performing them, to make 
the Work of them. But as the pi.ilofophick 
Matter is partly Body, and partly Spirit, 
as in one Senfe it is Terreftrial, and in ano- 
ther it is all Celeftial; and as fome Authors 
confider itin one Senfe, and others treat of 
it in another, this has given Occafion to 
the Error of a great Number of Artifts ; 
who under the Name of Univerfalifts, re- 
ject every Matter that hath received a de- 
terminative from Nature; becaufe they can- 
not deftroy the particular Matter, to fepa- 
rate from it the Grain which is the pure u- 
niverfal Sub{tance, which the particular Mat- 
ter fhuts up in its Befom, and to which 

the 
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the wife and illuminated Artit can abfo- 
lutely render all the Univerfality neceflary 
to it, by the natural Conjunétion that he 
makes of this Germ; with the moft univer- 
fal Matter, from whence it hath drawn its 
Original. Be not frighted at thefe fingular 
Expreffions, our Art is Cabiliftick. You 
will eafily comprehend thefe Myfteries be- 
fore you are got to the end of the Quefti- 
ons, which you defign to make me upon the 
Author that you examine. 


PAY Tt OPH HPU S: 

Uf you gave me not this hope, I pro* 
teft to you, that thefe myfterious Obfcuri- 
tics were enough to put me quite off, and 
make me Defpair of my good Succefs ; but 
I repofe an entire Confidence in what you 
tell me, and I very well comprehend, That 
the Metals of the Vulgar, are not the Metals of 
the Philofophers ; for it is evident, that to be 
fach they muf be deftroyed, and ceafe to be 
Metals: And the wife Man wants nothing 
but the vifcus Humidity, which is their 
firt Matter from which the Philofophers 
make their living Metals by an Artifice, that 
is as Secret as it 1s founded upon the Princi- 
ples of Nature; is not that your meaning ¢ 


E U- 
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EM pO x U S 
If you are as well acquainted with the 
Laws of the Practice of the Work, as you 
feem to me to comprehend the Theory, you 
have no need of my Inftructions. 


Pi ROR. Oid Gaby 

I beg your Pardon, I am very far from 
being fo great a Proficient ; what you take 
for an Effect of a perfect Knowledge of the 
Art, is nothing but a Facility of Expref- 
fion that I have got by reading of Au- 
thors, with whom I have filled my Memo- 
ry. Iam on the contrary ready to De- 
{pair of ever attaining to fuch a Pitch of 
Knowledge, when I confider, that this Phi- 
lofopher requires, as do divers others, that 
he that afpires to this Science, (*) fhould =, 
know externally andiaternally the Preperties of 
all Things, and that he penetrate into the Depth 
of the Operations of Nature. Tell me, if you 
pleafe, who is the Man that can flatter him- 
felf to arrive at a Knowledge of fo vaft an 
Extent 4 


AUDOXUS. 
It is true, this Philofepker puts no Bounds 
to the Learning of him, who pretends to 
under- 
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underftand fo miraculous an Art; for thé 
wife Man ought to be perfectly acquainted 
with Nature in general, and her Operations, 
as well in the Center of the Earth, in the 
Generation of Minerals and Metals, as up- 
on the Earth in the productive of Vegeta- 
bles and Animals. He ought alfo to know 
the univerfa} Matter, sad the Matter parti- 
cular and immediate, upon which Nature 
works for the Generation of all Beings ; 
he ought, in fine, to know the Affinity 
and Sympathy, as alfo the Antipathy ~and 
natural Averfion that is found in all Things 
of the World. Such was the Science of 
the great Hermes, and of the firft Phi- 
lofophers, who like him arrived at the | 
Knowledge of this fublime Philofophy, 
by their penetrating Minds, and by the 
Strength of their Reafoning ; but fince this 
Science was committed to Writing, and that £ 
the general Knowledge of which I gave you | 
an Idea is to be found in good Books ; | 
Reading, Meditation, good Senfe, and a fuf- 
ficient Practice in Chymiftry, may give al- 
moft all the neceflary Light to acquire the 
Knowledge of this fupreme Philofophy ; 
add thereto Uprightnefs of Heart, and of 
Intention, without which it is impoffible 
to fucceed. 


PoR Q- 
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PEA OA ILUS, 

You give me a moft fenfible Joy. I have 
tead much; I have meditated yet more ; 
I have exercifed my felf.in the Practife of 
Chymiftry ; I have verified the faying of 
Artephins, who affures, That he knows not 
the Compofition of Metals, who is ignorant how 
they muft be deftroyed, and without this De- 
{truction it is impoffible to extract the re- 
tallick Humidity, which is the true Key of 
the Art ; fo that I can affure my felf, that 
I have acquired the greateft part of the 
Qualities, that according to you, are requi- 
red in him that afpires to this high Under- 
{tanding : I have, befides, a very particu- 
lar Advantage, and that is the Goodnefs that 
you have in being willing to communi- 
cate a part of your Knowledge to me in the 
clearing of my Doubts; permit me, there- 
fore, to go cn, end to ask you upon what 
Foundation Gold ufes fuch outragious Terms 
to the Stone of the Philofophers, (*) Calling 
it a venomous Worm, and treating it with the 
Appellation of Enemy of Aien, and of Metals. 


HU DO BUM. 
Thefe Expreffions ought not to feem 
frange to you, the Philofophers themfelves 
E calt 
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call their Stone Dragon and Serpent, ine 
fetting all Things with its Venom. Its Sub= 
{tance, and its Vapour, are indeed a Poifon 

which the Philofopher thould know how to” 
change into an Antidote by Preparation and 
Decoétion. The Stone is moreover the E- 
nemy of Metals, fince it deftroys them, 
and devours them. Cuo/mopolite fays, there 


Weer ef Metals, which has the Power to 
confisme Metals, that there 1s nothing but the 
radical Jfoifture of the Sun, and of the Moon, 
that con refift it. But take heed that you do not 
here confound the Philofopher’s Stone, with 
the Philofephick, Stone ; becaufe, if the firft 
like a true Dragon deftroys and devours the 
imperfe& Metals ; yet the fecond, as a fo- 
vereign Medicine, tranfmutes them into per- 
fet Metals, and makes the perfect more than 
perfect, and fit tomake perfect the imperfect. 


PYROPHILUS. 

What you fay not only confirms me in 
the Knowledge I have acquired by Read- 
ing, Meditation, and Practice; but like- 
wife gives me a new additional Light, whofe 
Splendour difpels that Darknefs, under 
which the moft important  philofophick 
Truths have feemed to me till now to be 
valed. 
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valad. And I now conchide from our 
Author’s Words, that thofe great Phyfici- 
ans are miftaken, who believe (*) Tha rhe 9. 
univerfal Medicine is in Gold vulgar. Do 
me the Favour to tell me your Opinion in 
this Point. 


EU DONUS 

There is no doubt but Gold poflefles great 
Virtues for the Prefervation of Health, and 
for curing the moft dangerous Difeafes. 
2 uh and ¢, are every Day ufefully 
employed by Phyficians, as likewife is ¢ ; 
becaufe their Sclution or Decompofition 
which manifefts their Properties, 1s eafier 
than that of © ; and therefore the more fuch 
Preparations as the yulgar Artifts make of 
it, have an Agreement with the Principles 
and Practice of our Art ; the more they 
make appear, the marvellous Virtues of ©; 
but I tell you in Truth, that without the 
Knowledge of our Magiftery (which only 
can teach the effential DefruGion of ©) 
‘tis impoflible to make the univerfal Medi- 
cine of it; but the wife can make it much 
more eafily with the Gold of Philofophers, 
than with © vulgar; and fo you fee this 
Author makes the Stone reply to ©, That 
i michi rather be angry with God, becanfe 
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he had mt given it thofè Advantages wheres 
with he had been pleafed only to endue the 


Stone. 


ETR O PAIL US. 


To this firft Injury that © does to the 
Stone, it adds a fecond, (*) Calling it fugi- 
tive and cheat, deceiving all rhofe that place’ 
any hope iz it. Inftruct me, pray, how to 
fupport the Innocence of the Stone, and 
juitify it from a Scandal of this Nature. 


EUDOXUS. 


Call to mind the Remark, that I have 
already caufed you to make, touching the 
three different States of the Stone ; and you 
will then know, as well as my felf, that of 
Necefhity it muft in its beginning be all Vo- 
latile, and by confequence Fugitive, for to 
be depurated from all manner of Terreftrei- 
ty, and brought from Imperfection to the 
Perfection that the Magiltery gives it in 
its other States ; and therefore the Reproach 
intended it by ©, turns into its Praife ; for 
were it not Volatile and Fugitive in the be- 
ginning, it would be impoflible to give it at 
laft the Perfection and Fixity that are ne- 
ccflary to it; fo that if it deccives any, it 

is 
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is only the ignorant; but it is always faithful 
to the Sons of the Science. 


PYROPHILUS. 

What you tell me is a certain Truth; I 
have learned from Geber, that only Spirits, 
thar is to fay, Volatile Subftances are capable 
to penetrate Bodies, to be united to them, to 
change, tinge, and perfett them ; when thefè 
Spirits have been cleared from their grofs Parts, 
and aduftible Humidity. And thus I am 
fully fatished upon this Point, but as I 

erceive the Stone (*) has a great Contempt 
for C, and bodfls to contain in its Bofom a 
Gold infinitely move precious ; do me the fa~ 
vour to tell me how many forts of © the 
Philofophers own.. 


EUEN X US. 

To leave you nothing to defire concern- 
ing the Theory, and the Practice of our 
Philofophy ; I will acquaint you, that ac- 
cording to the Philofophers, there are three 
forts of @. 

The firft is an Aftral ©, whofe Center 
is in the Sun, who by its Rays communi- 
cates it, together with its Light to all the 
Stars, that are inferiour to him. It is a 
fiery Subftance, and a continual Emanation 
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of little {folar Bodies, which by the Motion 
of the Sun and Stars, being in a perpetual 
Flux and Reflux, fill the whole Univerfe ; 
all Things through the Extent of the Hea- 
vens, upon the Earth, and in its Bowels are 
therewith penetrated, we breathe continual- 
ly this Aftral Gold, thefe folar Particles in- 
ceflantly penetrate into, and exhale from our 
Bodies. 

The fecond is an Elementary ©, that is 
to fay, it is the moft pure and the moft 
fixt Portion of the Elements, and of all the 
Subftances that are compofed of them ; fo 
that all the fublunary Beings of the three 
Genders, contain in their Center a precious 
Grain of this elementary Gold. 

The third is the beautiful Metal, whefe 
unalterable Splendour and Perfection give it 
a Value, that makes it efteemed by all Men 
as a fovercign Remedy of all the Hls, and 
all the Neceflities of Life, and as the only 
Foundation of humsne Power and Gran- 
deur ; and therefore it is no lefs the object 
of the Avarice of the grcateft Princes, than 
it is the wifh and delire of all manner of 
People. 

After this you will eafily conclude, that 
the metallick Gold is rot the Gold of the 
Philojepbers, and that it is not without’a 


good 
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good Foundation, that in this Controver- 
fy before us, the Stone reproaches © with 
not being what it prefumes to be, but that 
it is the Stone which hides in its Bofom 
the true © of the wife Man, that is to fay, 
the two firft Sorts of ©, that I juft now 
named to you ; for you muft know, that 
the Stone being the moft pure Portion of 
the metallick Elements, after the Separation 
and Purification, which the wife Man has 
made of it; it follows, that it is properly the 
Gold of the fecond fort ; but when this © 
perfectly calcined and exalted unto the Clean- 
nefs, and to the Whitenefs of Snow, has 
acquired by the Magiftery a natural Sym- 
pathy with the Aftral Gold, of which tt is 
vifibly become the true Magnet, it attraGs 
and concenters in it felf fo great a Quanti- 
ty of Aftral Gold, and of folar Particles, 
which it receives from the continual Emana- 
tion that is made of them from the Center 
of the Sw, and of the AZooz, that it is found 
in the neareft Difpofition to be the living 
Gold of the Philofephers, infinitely more no- 
ble, and more precious than the metallick 
©, which is a Body without a Soul, and 
cannot be vivyfied, but by our living Gold, 
and by the Means of our Magiftery. 


E 4 PYRO- 
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PYRIO P HID US. 

How many Clouds do you diffipate in 
my Mind, and how many philofophical 
Myfteries do you unfold to me at a time, by 
the admirable Things you tell me! I fhall 
never be able to give you all the Thanks I 
oweyou, I confefs, I am no longer furprized, 
that the Stone pretends to the preference 
before ©, nor that it difpifes its Bright- 
nefs, and its imaginary Merit; fince the 
fmalleft Part of what the Stone gives to 
the Philofophers, is of more value than all 
the Gold in the World. Be pleafed to have 
the Goodnefs to continue your favour to- 
wards me, as you have begun, and do me 
the Kindnefs to tell me, how the Stone ‘can 


-afcribe to it felf as an honour (*) to'be a 


matter fluid, and not permanent ; {ince all the 
Philofopkers affirm it to be more fixt then 
© it flf. 


E UDO yU S 

You fee, that your Author affures, that 
the Fluidity of the Stone turns to the Ad- 
vantage of the Artit; but he adds, that 
it is neceflary at the fame Time, that the 
Artit know how to extraét this Fluidity, 
and which is the only Thing whereof the 
7 Philofin 
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Philofopher has need, as T have told you 
already ; fo that to be fluid, volatile, and not 
permanent, are qualities as neceflary to the 
Stone in its firft State, as are its fixity and 
permanency when it is in the State of its 
utmoft Perfection; it is therefore with rea- 
fon that the Stone efteems that quality as 
an honour, and fo much the rather as the 
Fluidity does not hinder, but that the Stone 
is notwithftanding endued with a Soul 
more fixt than Gold: But I tell you once 
more, that the great Secret confifts in know- 
ing how to extract the Humidity of the 
Stone. I have appraifed you, that this is in- 
deed the moft important Key of the Art. And 
upon this very Point it is, that the great 
Hermes cries out, Bleffed be the watry Form 
which diffolves the Elements. Happy then is 
the Aruft who not only knows the Stone, 
but alfo can turn it into Water. Which 
cannot be done by any other means, than 
by our fecret Fire, which calcines, dif- 
folves, and fublimes the Stone. 


STROPHILU S. 
Whence comes it then, (*) That among a 
hundred Artifts, there is {Carce one to be found 
that works with the Stone; and that inftead 
of {ticking to this one and only matter (alone 
able 
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great Marvels) they d 


able to produce fo g 
on the contrary, almoft all of them, appl 
themfelves to Subjects that have none of th 
effential Qualities, that the Philofophers at 
tribute to their Stone? 


gy De Xs. 

That happens in the firft Place, through 
the Ignorance of Artifts, who have not fo 
much Knowledge as they ought to have of 
Nature, nor of what fhe is able to operate 
in every Thing; and in the fecond Place, it 
happens, thro’ a want of Penetration of 
Mind, which Occafions that they are ea- 
fily deceived by the equivocal Expreffi- 
ons, that the Prilofsphers make Ufe of, to 
hide from the Ignorant, both the Matter, 
and its true Preparation. Thefe two great 
Defects are the caufe of the Miftake of 
thefe Artifts, and that they fx upon Sub- 
jects wherein they difcern fome of the ex- 
terior Qualities of the true Matter of the 
Philofophers, without making Reflection on 
the eflential Characters, that manifeft it to 
the Wife? 


FORO P ALP A & 
I fee plainly the Error of thofe who ima- 
gine, that vulgar © and % are the true 
Matter 
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1, Matter of Philofophers ; and I am fully per- 


fuaded of it, feeing upon how weak a 


į Foundation © builds the pretence of its 


J 
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Advantage over the Stone, alledging for that 


EUDOXUS. 

This Foundation is frivolous ; I kave told 
you what the Philofophers mean when they 
attribute to the Sun and Moon the Prin- 
ciples of the Stone. The Sun and Stars 
are indeed the firft Caufe of it; they in- 
{pire the Stone with that Spirit and Soul 
that give it Life, and make all its Efficacy. 
And therefore it is that they are its Fa- 
ther and Mother. 


Pe. OOP OLLA S 
All the Philofephers fay as this, (*) That 
the Phyfical Tintture is compofed of a red 
and incombuftible Sulphur, and of a clear 
and a well purified X ; is this Authority 


' any ftronger than the laft, to make it to be 


concluded, that Gold and Afercary are the 
Matter of the Stone 2 i 


E AMDO AOS: 
Ycu ought not to have forgotten, that 
all the Philofiphers unanimouily declare, 
that 
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Sun is its Father, and the Afcon is its ALether. 
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that vulgar © and Metals are not the 

Metals ; E theirs are living, and that th 
others are dead; nor fhculd you have fo 
gotten that I ihowed you by the Aw 
thority of the Philofopkers, fupported upo 

the Principles of Nature, that the metallict 
Humidity of the Stone pr repared and purify’d! 
contains infeparably in its Bofom the Szli | 
phar, and the & of the Philofophers ; that it 
3s by confequence that only thing of one 
only and felf fame kind, to panel nothing 
ought to be added; and that the only 5 
elie aie Ben. commana ins aiM Sulphur, | 
by means whereof it coagulates, and fixes 1 
felf ; you ought the refore to hold for an 
undoubted Truth, that the artificial Mix- 
ture of a Sulphur, and of a Y, whatever 
they be otherways than thofe which are na= 
turally in the Stone, will never be the true 
philofophick Confection. 

PPR OT Tre TUY- 

16. But (*) that great and natural Friendfhipt 
orbich is between Gold and 3, and the Union of 
then fo cafly made; are they not Proofs 
that thefe two Subftances may be convert- | 
ed by a due Digeftion into a Tinéture ¢ 

ia 7 D OU S. 
There is nothing more abfurd then that, 
for if all the § mingled with ©, fhould 
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it} be converted into ©, which is impoflible, 
4! or that all che © fhould be turned into §, 
z| or into fome middle Subftance, there would 
| never be found more of folar Tincture in 
a; this Confection, than there was in the 
4; Gold, thus mingled with the % ; and by 
į confequence it would have no tinging Vir- 
J, tue, nor multiplying Power. But it is 
i moft certain, that there never can be any 
» perfect Union of © and 8 ; for this fu- 
» gitive Companion will abandon the ©, as 
| {oon as ever it is prefled by the Action of 
, the Fire. 
PREC MATEUS 
I doubt not in any fort of what you have 
| now told me, thofe Sentiments being con- 
| firmed by the Experience of the moft fold 
Philofophers, who openly declare them{lves 
againit Gold and Mercury vulgar; but at 
the fame Time I have a doubt, which 
is this, that ic being true, that the Phifo- 
Sophers never {peak the Truth lefs, than when 
they feem openly to explain themfelves, 
may they not, as touching the evident 
Exclufion of © , deceive thofe who take the 
Senfe of their Expreffions according to the 
Letter Or may one rely upon for a Cer- 
tainty, as this Author fays, (*) That the 
Philoic- 
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Philofophers do zot maniff their Art, b 
when they mage ufe of Similitudes, of Figures 
and of Parables ? 


EU DOK Us} 
There is a great deal of difference be 
tween declaring pofitively, that fuch o 


fucha matter is not the true Subje& of th 
Art, as they do, touching © and % ; and 
giving to underftand under Figures and 
Allegories, the moft important Secrets to the 
Children of the Science, that have the Ad- 
vantage clearly to difcern the philofophick 
Truths, thro’ the enigmetical Vails where 
with the Sages fo artfully cover and conceal 
them. In the firt Cafe, the Philofophers {peak 
the Truth negatively, without any double 
meaning; but when they fpeak both afirma- 
tively and clearly upon this Subject, it 
may be concluded, that thefe who ftick to 
the literal Senfe of their Words, will un- 
doubtedly be deceived. The Piilofephers 
have no way more certain to hide their 
Science from the unworthy, and open it 
to the wife, then not to explain it by Al 
legories in the eflential Points of their Art ; 
it was this made frtephins fay, That this Art 
as intirely Cabaliftical, for the underilanding 
whereof, there is need of a kind of Revelati- 

on; 
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| on; the moft penetrating Wit, (without the 
| Affiftance of a faithful Friend, who isa Ma- 
fter,) not being fufficient to diftinguith 
Truth from Falfhocd; it being next to 
| impofhble, that by the only help of Books, 
sand of Labour, and Experiments, one 
fhould be able to arrive at the Knowledge 
of the Matter, and much lefs to acquire 
the underftanding of the Praétice of an Art 
fo fingular, how plain, how natural, and 
how eafy foever the fame may be. 


PR OPH Tes. 

Tknow by my own Experience, how 
needful is the help of a true Friend, fuch 
as you are. In the want of which, me- 
thinks, fuch Artifts that have Wit, good 
Senfe-and Probity, have no better way than 
to confer together often, fometimes upon 
what Light they draw from the reading of 
good Books, and formetimes upon the Dif- 
covertes their Experiments afford them ; 
that fo from the Diverfiry and comparing of 
their different Sentiments, there may {pring 
new Sparks of Knowledge, by which they 
may be enabled to carry their Difcoverigs 
to the laft Period of this fecret Science. I 
doubt not but you epprove of my Opini- 
on; but as I know that feveral Artifts re- 
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gard fas vifionary and paradoxical the Sens 
timents of thofe Authors, who maintain 

18, with this, (*) That Perfettion is to be fought 
in Things imperfett ; 1 thall be extreamly 
obliged to you, if you pleafe ro give me 
your Senfe upon a Point that feems to me 
to be of great confequence. 


EO? DO XS. 

You are already perfuaded of the Since- 
rity and Truth of your Author; and you 
ought fo much the lefs to call it in Queftion 
upon this Pomt, in that he is of one Mind 
herein with the true Philofophers ; and I 
cannot better prove to you the Truth of 
what he fays here, than by making’ ufe of 
the fame Reafon; that he (quoting the 
Learned Raymond Lully) has given of it. For 
it is certain, that Nature {tops in her Pro- 
ductions, when fhe has brought them to 
their proper State and Perfection; for Ex- 
ample; when from a moft clear and moft 
pure mineral Water tinged by fome Porti- 
on of metallick Sd/phur, Nature produces a 
precious Stone, fhe {tops there, as fhe like- 
wife does when in the Bowels of the Earth 
fhe hath formed © with mercurial Water, | 
Mother of all Metais, impregnated with a 
pure folar S#lphur ; fo that as it ts sorpo 

lə 


f 


f 
' 


^y 
i 


r 


j 


. 


TRIUMPH. 6 


ble to make a Diamond, or a Ruby more pre- 
ċious, than it is in its kind ; fo neither is 
it in the Power of the Artift, nay, (I will 


go further,) nor of Nature her felf, to pufh 


on Gold to a greater Perfection, than what 
fhe has given it. It is the Philofopher that 
can only carry Nature from an undetermi- 
ned Imperfection, even to a State more than 
Perfect. It is therefore neceffary, that 
our Magiftery produce a plufquam Perfecti- 
on, which to accomplifh, the Sage muft 
begin with a Thing imperfect, which be- 
ing in the way of Perfection, is found in 
the natural Difpofition to be carried on 
even to plufquzam PerfeCtion, by the help 
of an Art wholly Divine, which is able to 
exceed the limited Bounds of Nature; and 
indeed if our Art could not exalt a Subje@ 
to a State of plz/quam Perfection, neither 
could we give Perfecticn to what is imper- 
fect, and all our Philofophy were vain. 


me kROPPTIEWS: 

There is none but muft needs yield 
to the Solidity cf your Reafoning ; but 
would not one be apt to think, that this 
Author plainly contradicts himfelf there, 
where he makes the! Stone fay, that coms 
mon y, (how well foever it may be pur- 

F ged,) 
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ged,) is not the % of the wife Men ; and 

19. that for this only Reafon, (*) Becaufe it is 
imperfect ; when according to him, if it were 
perfect, the intended Perfection were not 
to be fought in it. 


EUDOXWS. 

Take good Notice of this, and obferve, 
that if the & of the wife Men hath been 
elevated by Art from an imperfect, toa per- 
fect State, yet this Perfection is not of the 
Nature of that, whereat Nature {tops in the 
Production of Things, according to the 
Perfection of their kind, fuch as is that of 
® vulgar ; but on the contrary, the Per- 
fection which the Art gives to the § of the 
wife Men, is but a middle State, a Difpo- 
fition, and a Power that makes it fit to be 
carried by the continuance of the Work, 
unto the State of plu/quam Perfection, which 
gives it the Faculty by the Accomplifhment 
of the Magiftery, at laft to give Perfection 


to the imperfect. 


PT RO Pn US 
Thefe Reafons, how abftraét foever, are 
very plain, and make Impreflion on the 
Mind; for my part, I confefs, they fully | 
nvince me; ,I befeech you, to have the | 


Good- 
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'GoodnefS not to be offended at the Con- 
tihuation of my Inquiries. Our Author 
affures us, that the Error into which the 
Artifts fall, in taking vulgar Sol and Ater- 
cary for the true Matter of the Stone, decei- 
ved therein by the literal Senfe of the Philo- 
fophers, (*) Is the great fumbling Block to 
T houfands of Perfons ; for my part I can’t 
imagine, how with any Reading, and good 
Senfe, it 1s poffible to harbour an Opinion fo 
vifibly condemned by the beft Philofophers ? 


EC DOY U S. 

And yet the Thing is fo. The Phil/- 
phers warn them to no purpofe, to take 
heed not to be deceived by common Sol 
and Avercury. Moft do, neverthelefs, obfti- 
nately adhere to them, and very often after 
having wrought in vain through a long 
Courfe of Years upon Matters {trange and 
foreign, and are fenfible of their fault, they 
then come to vulgar Sol and Mercury, where- 
in they find thew Account no better then 
before. It is true, there are fome Philofo- 
dhers, who though otherwife appearing ve- 
ry fincere, yet aa Artifts into this Er- 

ror, maintaining very ferioufly, that thofe 
that know not the Gold of the Philofophers, 
may neverthelefs find it in common Gold 
© Fe decocted 
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decoéted with the Mercury of the Philofe. 
phers. Philaletha is of this Sentiment ; h 
affures, that Count Trevifan, Zachary, an 
Flamel followed this Way; but he adds 
That it is not the true Way of the wife Men 
theugh it leads to the fame End. But thef 
Affurances, however fincere they may feem, 
fail not to deceive the Artifts, who, defi- 
yous to follow the fame Philaletha in the 
Purification and Animation, that he teaches 
of common Aéercury, to make the Philofo- 
pher s Mercury of it, (which is a moft grofs 
Error, under which he hath hidden the 
Secret of the Mercury of the wife Men,) 
undertake upon his Word a moft painful 
and almoft impoflible Work ; and after a 
long Labour full of Cares and Dangers, they 
get nothing but a Mercury, a little more 
impure than it was at firft, inftead of a 
Mercury animated with the celeftial Quinte 
Effexce, a deplorable Error that hath loft and 
ruin’d, and will ftill Ruin a very great 
Number of Artifts. | 


PYROPHILUS. 

It is a great Advantage to become Wife 
at another’s coft; for my part Iwill en= 
deavour to reap Profit from this Error by | 
following the gocd Authors, and guide 
my 
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; my felf by the Inftructions your Goodnefs 
+ is pleafed to give me. One of the Things 
that moft contributes to the blinding of 
Artifts, who adhere to © and Y, is that 
-ufual Expreffion of Philofophers, i. e. that 
their Stone is compofed of Male and Female, 
that © fupplies the place of Male, and & 
of Female; I know very well, (as my Author 
here fays) (*) That it is not after the fame > 
manner with Metals, as with Things that have 
Life ; but yet I fhall be very fenfibly oblig- 
ed to you, if you will pleafe to explain 
to me wherein this difference confifts. 


d 
m=i 
b 


EUDOXUS. 

It is a conftant Truth, that the Copu- 
lation of the Male, and of the Female is 
ordained by Nature, for the Generation of 
Animals ; but this Union of the Male and 
Female for the Produ€tion of the Elixir, 
as likewife for the Production of Me- 
tals, 1s purely Allegorical, and is no more 
neceflary than for the Produ@tion of Ve- 
getables, whofe Seed contains in it felf all 
that is required for Germination, Increafe, 
and Multiplication of Plants. You will 
then Remark, that the philofophical Mar- 
ter or & of Philofophersis a true Seed, which, 
tho’ Homogenous in its Subftance, is yet of 

oa l a dou- 


JO 
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a double Nature, viz. it participates equally o 
the Nature of metallick Sw/phur and $, inti- 
mately and og united, whereof th 
one reprefents the Male, and the other th 
Female ; for which caufe the Philofephers cal 
it Hermaphrodite, (i. e.) that it is endue 
with both Sexes; fo that withour havin 
need of the Mixture of any other thing, it 
alone fuffices to produce the philofophick In- 
fant, whofe Family may be infinitely multi- 
plied inthe fame manner, asa Grain of Wheat 
with time and culture may produce a fufh- 
cient Quantity to fow a vaft Field. 


PTROLCAILYU S. 

If thefe Wonders are as real as they are 
probable, one muft confefs, that the Science 
which gives the Knowledge of them, and 
teaches the Practife, is almoft Supernatural 
and Divine; but not to digrefs from my Au- 
thor; pray tell me, whether the Stone be not 
very bold to maintain confidently, and with- 


That without it, no true © and D can poffi- 
bly be made. Gold difputes that quality with 
him, and fuftains himfelf by an Argument, | 
that carries much of Probability ; he lays 
before the Stone its great Imperfections, as 
being a grofs, impure, and venomous Mat- 
ter; 


| TRIUMPH. 


+ ter; and that Gold on the contrary is a Sub- 
 flance pure, and without Fault; fo thats 
$ methinks, this high Pretenfion of the 
| Stone (oppofed by Reafons that appear not 
to be without Foundation) deferves to 
be fupported and proved by Reafons of 
| Weight, 


Ew DOU S. 

What I have already faid, is more than 
fufficient, to eftablifh to the Stone a Pre- 
eminence net only over Gold, but over all 
created Things; if you confider attentively, 
you will fee that the Force of Truth is fo 
great, that © in attempting to decry the 
Stone by the Defects it has in its Birth, 
though not intending it, yet does indeed 

eftablifh its Superiority, by the moft folid 
 Reafons that the Stone it felf could allege 
in its own Favour ; for Inftance, Gold con- 
fefles and acknowledges, that the Stone 
founds its right of Pre-eminence upon this, 
(*) That it is a univerfal Thing. Needs 
there any more for the Condemnation of ©, 
and to oblige it to give place to the Stone? 
You are not ignorant how far univerfal Mat- 
ter excels particular Matter. You have 
been fhowed that the Stone is the moft 
pure Part of the metallick Elements, and 
Py that 
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that by confequence it is the firft Matter 
of the mineral and metallick Gender, and 
that when this very fame Matter has been 
animated, and made Fruitful by the natu- 
ral Union that is made of it with the Mat- 
ter purely univerfal, it becomes the vege- 
table Stone, alone capable'to produce all the 
great Effects that the Philojophers attribute 
to the three Medicines of the three Kinds. 
There is no need of any ftronger Reafons 
to defeat, once for all © and 9 vulgar, 
from their imaginary Pretenfions ; © and 
§ , and all other particular Subftances, where- 
in Nature finifhes her Operations, whether 
they be perfect, or whether they be abfo- 
lutely imperfect, are intirely unprofitable, 
or contrary to our Art. 


PYRO PHILU S: 

Tam wholly convinced of it; but, I 
know feveral Perfons, who ridicule the 
Stone, for pretending to difpute Antiquity 
with ©. Our Author here maintains the 
fame Paradox, and reproves © with want 
of refpeét to the Stone, in giving the Lie 
(*) to one that ts older than it felf. Yet as 
the Stone derives its original from the Me- 
tals, it appears difficult to me to comprehend 
the Foundation of its Ancientnefs. 

— pei E U- 
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EU DPO x US. 

There is no difficulty in giving you Sa- 
tisfaction as to this Point: Nay, I do wone 
der how you came to form fuch a doubt ; 
the Stone is the firt Matter of the Metals, 
and confequently it is Prior to ©, and to all 
other Metals; and if it derives its Original 
from them, or if it takes Birth from their 
= DeftruGtion, it does not therefore follow, 

that it isa Produétion pofterior to Metals; 

but on the contrary, it is Prior to them, 
fince it is the Matter from whence all Me- 
tals have been formed. The Secret of the 

Art confifts in knowing how to extract 

from Metals this firt Matter, or this me- 

tallick Germ, which is to vegetate by the 

Fecundity of the Philofophick Sea, 


PPR OTH T L US. 

Tem now convinced of this Truth, and 

I find © to be inexcufable, to be thus 
wanting in refpect to his Elder, who has 
in its behalf the moft Ancient, and the great- 

eft Philofophers. Hermes, Plato, and Arifole 
are in its Intereft. And every Body knows 
them to be unqueftionable Judges in this Cafe. 
Permit me only to ask you a Queltion up- 

on each of the Paflages of thofe Philofophers, 
Oe hee 
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whom the Stone has here cited to prove by 
their Authority, that it is the only and 
true Matter of the wife Men. 

The Paffage of the fmaragdine Table of 
the great Hermes, proves the excellency of 
the Stone, in that it fhows that the Stone is 
endued with two Natures, i. e. with the 
Nature of fuperior Beings, and with that of 
inferior Beings ; and that thefe two Natures 
both alike have one only and the fame Ori- 
ginal; fo that we muft conclude, that they 
(being perfectly united in the Stone) compofe 
a vd Being of an inexpreffible Virtue : But 
T know not whether you will be of my Sen- 
timents, as to the Tranflation of this Paflage, 
and the Commentary of Hortulanus. One 
reads after thefe words; That which is below, is 
as that which is on high; aad that which is on 


. high, is as that which is below. One reads, (*) 


(1 fay,) To do the Miracles of one only Thing. 
For my part, Itakeit, that the Latin Original 
has quite another Senfe, for the quibns, which 
makes the Connexion of the laft Words 
with the preceeding, fignifies, That by thefè 
Things, (that is to fay, by the Union of 
thefe two Natures) oze does rhe Miracles of 
exe Thing. The to, of which the Tran- 
flator and Commentator do make Ufe, de- 
ftroys the Senfe and the Reafon of a Paf- 

fage, 


i 
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fage, that of it felf is very proper and in- 
telligible. Tell me, if you — whether 
my Remark be well founded. 


E URDDO US. 
Your Remark is not only right, but it iš 


| alfo important. I confefs, I had made no 
| Reflection upon it; in this you fpoil the 


Proverb, For here the Scholar outdoes the 
Mofter. But as I had read the Emerald 
Table oftner in Latin than in French, the 
fault of the Tranflation, and of the Com- 
mentary, had raifed no fort of doubt in 
me, as it may do in thofe who read only in 
French this fummary of the fublime Philo- 
fophy of Hermes. Indeed the fuperior and 
inferior Natures are not alike to work Mi- 
racles ; but it is becaufe they are alike, that 
one can do by them the Miracles of one 
only Thing. You may fee now that I am 
altogether of your Sentiment in this. 


PYrROPHILUS. 

Iam then mightily well pleafed with my 
Remark; I doubted whether it might deferve 
your Approbation; but I affure my felf af- 
ter that, that the Children of the Science will 
alfo thank me to have drawn from you up- 
on this Sybje& an Explication that will quef- 

> tionlefs 
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tionlefs fatisfy the Dufciples of the great 
Herizes. There is no doubt but that the 
Learned Arifotle perfedtly underftood this 
great Art. What he has written of it, 1s 
an evident Proof he did fo; and in this 
difpute the Stone has the skill to make 
ufe of the Authority of this great Philofé- 
pher, by a Paflage that contains its moft fin- 
cular, and moft furprizing Qualities. Have 
the Goodnefs, if you pleafe, to tell me, how 

26. you underftand this; (*) Zt weds it felf, 
it is with Child by it fel, and it is Born of it 
lf 


ADO XU'S. 

The Stone weds it felf; in as much as 
in its firft Generation, it is Nature alone 
affifted by Art, that makes the perfect Uni- 
on of the two Subftances, which give it Be- 
ing, from which Union there refults at 
the fame time the effential Depuration of 
the Metallick Sulphur and Mercurys An 
Union and Marriage fo natural, that the 
Artift who lends his Hands to it in difpos 
{ing all things requifite, can give no Demon- 
{tration of it by the Rules of Art; fince 
he cannot even fo much as well compres 


hend the Myftery of this Union. 


. 


The 


(wat tar. = 


The Stone is with Child by it felf; when 
Art continuing to affift Nature, by mere 
natural Means, puts the Stone in the, Dif- 
pofition requifite for it, to impregnate it 
felf with the Aftral Seed, which renders ir 
fruitful, and gives it the Power of muki- 
plying its kind. 

The Stone is Boru of it felf; becaufe after 
having wedded it felf, and after being with 
Child by it felf, Art doing nothing elfe thans 
to aiit Nature; by the continuance of a 
Heat neceflary to Generation, it takes a 
new Birth from it felf; juft as the Pkænix 
is born again from its Afhes; ir becomes 
the Son of the Sun, the univerfa Medi« 
cine of all Things, that have Life, and the 
true living Gold of the Philofophers ; which 
by the continuance of the Help of the Art; 
and the Miniftry of the Artift, acquires in 
alittle time the Royal Diadem, and the fo- 
vereign Power over all his Brethren. 


PT ROPE LIS. 

I very well conceive, that upon the fame 
Principles, itis not difficult to comprehend all 
the other Qualities, that Ariffotle attributes to 
the Stones As to kiil it felf; to reaffieme Life of 
it felf ; to bediffolu’d of it felf in its avn Bloody 
to coagulate it felf therewith a-new ; ae 

ine 
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fine to acquire all the Properties of the 
philofophick Stone. Nor do I now find 
any difficulty in the Paflage of Plato. I 
intreat you, neverthelefs, that you will 
pleafe to tell me, what that Ancient Philo- 
27. fopher and his Followers meant by this, (*) 
That the Stone has a Body, a Soul, and a 
Spirit, and that all Things are of it, by it, and 


in its 


EUDOXUS. 
According to natural Order, Plato ought 
to have preceded Arifotle, who was his Scho- 
Jar, and from whom probably he learnt the 
fecret Philofophy, wherein he was very defi- 
rous that Alexander the Great fhould believe 
him perfectly inftructed ; if one may be al- 
lowed to judge of it by certain Paflages in the 
Writings of this Philofopher, but however; 
fuch order is of no mighty Importance, if 
therefore you well examine the Paflage of 
Plato, and that of -drifforle, you will not 
find them much different in Senfe: But 
yet to give you the Satisfaction of an An- 
{wer to the Queftion vou ask me, I will on- 
ly tell you, that the Stoxe has a Body, in as 
muchas it is,as I have told you before, a Sub- 
ftance wholly metallick, which gives it the 
Ponderofity ; that it hath a Soul, a 
the 
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the moft pure Subftance of the Elements, in 


which confifts its Fixity, and its Permanen- 


cy; that it hatha Spirit, which makes the U- 


_ nionofthe Soul with the Body, which [Soul] 


it acquires particularly from the Influence 


of the Stars, and is the Vehicle of Tin- 
tures. Nor will you find it very hard to con- 


ceive, That all T hings are of it, by it, and in 
ir; fince you have already feen, that the Stone 
is not only the firft Matter of all Beings 
contained in the mineral and metallick Fa- 
mily, but that it is alfo united to the uni-, 
verfal Matter, from whence all Things have 
taken Birth; and this is the Foundation of 
thofe laft Attributes that Plate gives to the 
Stone. 


U Z OTHTLUS. 

As I perceive that the Srone not only 
attributes to it {elf the univerfal Properties, 
but that it pretends alfo, (*) Thar the Suc-28. 
cefs that fome Artifts have had on certain par- 
tricular Proceffes, is only owing toit; I muft 
confefs, that I do not well underftand how 
that can be. i 


EU DOU Ss. 
And yet this Philofepher explains it pret- 
ty clearly ; he fays, that fome Artifts who 
| have 
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have imperfectly known the Stone, and have 
alfo known but a part of the Work, having 
yet wrought with the Stove, and found 
means to feparate its Spirit, which contains 
its Tincture, they have fucceeded {o far as 
to communicate {ome Parts of it to imper- 
fe& Metals, which have Affinity with the 
Stone, but that not having a full Under- 
{tanding of its Virtues, nor of the manner 
of working with it; their Labour has not 
turned to any great Account ; and even of 
thefe Artifts the Number is very fmall. 


PY R*O PRIS 

It is natural to conclude from what you 
have told me, that there are Perfons who 
have the Stone in their Hands, without 
knowing all its Virtues; or if they knew 
them, yet they are ignorant how to work 
with it to fucceed in perfecting the great 
Work, and that this Ignorance is the 
Caufe that their Labours are not crowned 
with Succefs. Pray tell me, if it be not 
thus. 


BU DONUS. 

Without doubt many Artifts have the 
Stone in their Poffeflion ; fome defpife it as 
a mean Thing, others admire it, becaufe 2 

the 


Kiirt 


the Characters, in {ome fort fupernaturil; 
which it carries in its Birth, and yet without 
knowing all its Value. There are, iri fine, 


| who are not ignorant of its being the true 
| Subje&t of Philofophy ; but the Operations 


_ which the Sons of Art are to make upon this 
| noble Subject, are intirely unknown to them; 
becaufe they are not taught in Books, and 
becaufe all Philofophers hide this admirable 


Art which converts the Stone into the Afer- 
cury of Philofophers, and which teaches to 
make the philofophick Stone of this Adercury. 
This firft Work is the Secret one, cattle 
ing which the Sages declare chemfelves on- 
ly in Allegories, and by impenetrable Exig- 


Si 


ma's, or elfe are wholly filent in ite And . 


this as I have told you, is the great Block, 
at which almoft all Artifts tumble. 


PT ROP WILU S. 

Happy thofe that are Matters of fo great 
Knowledge! For my part, I can’t flatter 
my felf to be arrived at fo high a Point ; 
but I find my felf ata Lofs to know how 
to thank you enough, for having given me 
all the Inftructions that I could reafonably 
defire of you, upon the moft effential Points 
of this Philofophy, and indeed upon all 
thofe Points, touching which you have been 
: . G pleafed 
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pleafed to return Anfwers to my Queftions ; 
I earneftly intreat you not to grow weary, 
for I have {till femething to ask you, which 
{zems to me to be of very great confequence. 
This Philofopher aflures, that the Error of thofe 
who have wrought with the Stone, and have 
not fucceeded, proceeds (*) from their not 
having known the Original, from whence the 
T inttures come. If the Source of this philo- 
fophical Fountain be fo fecret, and fo diffi- 
cult to difcover ; it is certain, that there 
are very many deceived ; for it is generally 
believed, that Metals and Minerals, and par- 
ticularly Gold, contain in their Center this 
Tin@ure, which is capable to tranfmute the 
mmperfe& Metals. 


EU DIOX LS. 

This Source of vivifying Water, Js be- 
fore the Eyes of all the World, {ays Cofmopo- 
lite, and few Men know it. Gold, Silver, 
Metals, and Minerals, contain not a Tin- 
ure able to multiply to Infinity, there are 
none but the living Metals of the Philofo- 
phers that have obtained from Art and Na- 
ture this multiplying Faculty : And it is 
certain, that there are none but thofe whoa 
are perfectly enlightned in the philofophick 
Mytkery, that know the true Original of 

the 
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the Tinctures. You are not of the Num- 
ber of thofe, who are ignorant whence the 
Philofophers draw their Treafures, without 
fear of draining the Source. I have told you 
dearly, and without Ambiguity, that the 
Heaven, and the Stars, but particularly the 
Sun and Aloon are the Principles of this Foun- 
tain of living Water, which is alone proper to 
operate ail the Wonders that you know. It is 
this that makes Co/mopolite fay in his Enigma, 
that in the delicious Ifle, of which he gives 
the Defcription, there was no Water, and 
and that all the Water that was attempted 
to be brought thither by Engines, and by 
Art, Was either ufelefs or poifoned, except 
that which fome few Perfons knew how to exe 
tratt from the Rays of the Suny or of the 
Atoon. The Means to make this Water to 
defcend from Heaven is truly wonderful ; 
It is in the Stone, which contains the central 
Water, which is indeed one fole and the fame 
Thing with the celeftial Water, but the Se- 
ret confifts in the knowing how to make the 
Stone become a Magnet, to attract, embrace, 
and unite this Aftral Cuinteffexce to it fef 
fo as to make together but one fole Effence, 
perfect and more than perfect, able to give 
| Perfection to the imperfect, after the Ac- 

| cComplihment of the Magiftery. 
G p: Pa R Op 
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P EROP HILO. 


How many and great are my Obligati- 
ons to you, that you are pleafed to reveal 
to me fo great Myfteries, to whofe Know- 
ledge I could never hope to attain, with- 
out the Affiftance of your Elucidations ! 
But fince you are pleafed to indulge my 
continuance, permit me, if you pleafe, to 
ell you, that I never faw any Philofopher 
till now, who fo precifely declares as this 
does, that there muft be a Wife given to 
the Stone, making it to that end fpeak in 

30, this manner. (*) Jf thefe Artifts had carried 
their Enquiry further, and had examined which 
is the Wife who is proper for me; if they had 
fought her out, and had united me to her, I 
had been able to have tinged a thoufand Times 
more. Although I am fenfible in general, 
that this Paflage has an entire Relation to 
the former; yet, I muft confefs, that this 
Expreffion of a Wife, proper for the Stone, 
does notwithftanding perplex me. 


EU DOFUS. 

It is very much, however, that you know 
already of your felf, that this Paflage has a 
Connexion with that which I but juft be- 
fore explained to you, s. e. that you well 


appre- 


DPeiwm pu. 


apprehend, that the Wife which is proper 
for the Stone, and which ought to be united 
ro it, is that Fountain of living Water, 
whofe Source altogether Celeftial, which 
hath particularly its Center in the Sun, and 


in the Moon, produces that clear and pre- 
cious Stream or Rivulet of the wife Men, 


which gently flides into the Sea of the Phi- 
lofopbers, which environs all the World ; it 


i is not without very good Reafon, that this 


Divine Fountain 1s called by the Author, 


-the Wife of the Stone; fome have repre- 
P 


fented it under the Form of a heavenly 


| Nymph; fome give it the Name of the 


chafte Diana, whofe Purity and Virginity 
is not defiled by the fpiritual Band that 
unites it to the Stone: In a word, this 
magnetick Connexion is the magical Marri- 
age of Heaven and Earth, whereof fome 
Philofophers have {poken ; fo that the fruit- 
ful Source of the phyfical Tin&ture, that 
performs fo great Wonders, takes Birth from 
this altogether myfterious conjugal Union. 


PYROPHILUS. 

I find with an unfpeakable Satisfaction the 
whole Effect of the Elucidations, you have 
been pleafed to impart to me ; and fince we 
are upon this Point, I defire your leave to 

G 3 ask 
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ask you a Queftion, whichthough it rife 
not from the Text of this Author, is ya 
effential to this Subjeét. I beteech you to 
tell me, whether the magical Marriage o 
Heaven and Earth can be celebrated + an 

time? Or whether there be Seafons of che 
Year more proper than others to folemnize 
thofe magical Nuptials ¢ 


EU POTTY 
I am already gort too iar, to refirfe 
you an Explication fo neeceiféry, and {6 
reafonable. Divers Philofophers have told 
the Seafon of the Year, which is the mo 
proper for this Operation. Some have made 
no Myftery of it 5 others more referved 
have not cxplained themfelves upon this 
Point, but by Parables. The firft have 
named the Month of March, and the Spriag. 
Zachary, and other Phidofophers fay, tha 
they begun the Work at Eaffer, and that 
they finithed it happily within the Courfe 
of the Year. Others are contented with 
reprefenting the Garden of Hefperides ena- 
melled with Flowers, and particularly with 
Violets and Primrofes, which are the earlie 
ProduGtions of the Spring. Cofmzopolite move 
ingenious than the reft to indicate, that the 
Seefon the moft proper for the philofophick 
l Work, 
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Work, is that wherein all living Beings, 
fenfitivesand vegetables, appear animated with 
a new Fire, which carries them reciprocally 
to Love, and to the Multiplication of their 
Kinds; he fays, that Venus is the Goddefs of 
this charming IJfley wherein he faw naked all 
the Myfteries of Nature ; but to denote 
more precifely this Scafon, he fays, That 
there were feen feeding in the Paftures, Rams 
and Bulls, with two young Shepherds, expref- 
fing clearly in this witty Allegory, the three 
{pring Months, by the three celeftial Signs, 
anfwering to them, viz. ries, Tanrasy, and 
Gemini, 


PI ROP Hal TU S. 

I am ravifhed with thefe Interpretations, 
Thofe who are greater Proficients in thefe 
Myfteries than I am, perhaps may not put 
{o great a Value as I do on the Solution of 
the Exigma’s, whofe Senfe has notwith- 
ftanding been hitherto hn, to ma- 
ny of thofe, who in other PNA are 
fuppofed to have very well underftood the 
Philofopbers. Yam perfuaded that one ought 
very much to efteem fuch an Inftruction, 
it being capable to make one fee clear into 
other more important Obfcurities ; indeed 
few would imagine, that the Violets and 

G4 Fije 
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Hyacinths of Efpaguct, and the horned Beaft 
of the Garden of He/perides ; and the Houfé 
of the Ram of Cofmopolite, and of Philalethe; 
the Ifle of the Goddefs Venus, the two 
Shepherds, and the reft that you but now 
explained, fhould fignify the Seafon of the 
Spring. I am rot the only Peifon who 
ought to give youa thoufand Thanks, that 
you have been pleafed to unfold thefe My- 
fteries ; I am affured, that in Procefs of 
Time, there will be found a greater Num- 
ber of the Sons of Science, who will blef 
your Manery for ie opened their Eyes 
upon a Point more effential to this grand 
Art, than they would otherwife have been 
inclined to imagine. 


EV DGAUS 

You have Reafon in that, one cannot 
be affured that one underftands the Philo- 
Sophers, without having an entire under- 
ftanding of the leaft Things that they have 
written. The Knowledge of the Seafon 
proper to begin the Work, is of no little 
confequcnce; the fundamental Reafon there- 
of is this. Whereas, the Sage undertakes 
to perform by cur Art, 2 Thing which is 
above the ordinary Force of Nature, as 
to foften a Stove, and to caufe a metallick 
: l Gem 
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Germ to vegetate; he finds himfelf indif- 
| penfably obiiged to enter by a profound 

Meditation into the moft fecret Recefles of 
Nature, and to make ufe of piain, but effi- 
cacious Means that fhe furnithes him with- 
all; now you ought not to be ignorant, 
that Nature from the beginning of the 
Spring, to renew it felf, and to put all the 
Seeds that are in the Bcfom of the Earth 
into the Motion proper to Vegetation, im- 
pregnates all the Air that environs the Earth, 
with a moveable and fermentatious Spirit, 
which derives its Original from the Father 
of Nature ; it is properly a fubtile Nitre, 
which gives the fertility of the Earthy 
whereof it is the Soul, and which Cofmopolite 
calls the Salt-Petve of the Philofophers. Tt is 
therefore in this prolifick Seafon, that the 
wife Artift, to make his metallick Seed to 
bud, cultivates it, breaks it, moiftens it, wa- 
ters it with this prolifick Dew, and gives 
it as much of it to drink as the weight of 
Nature requires; after this manner the phi- 
lofophick Germ concentring the Spirit in 
its Bofom, is animated and vivyfied by it, 
and acquires the Properties which are Effen- 
tial to its becoming the vegetable and multi- 
plying Stone. I hope you will be Gatish- 
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ed with this Reafoning, which is founded 
on the Laws and Principles of Nature. 


PIR O PHI LUS. 

It is impofhible for any to be more fatis- 
fied than I am; you give me that Light 
that the Philsfophers have hidden under an 
impenetrable Vail, and you tell me Things 
fo important, that I would willingly pufh 
on my Queftions, to draw what Benefit I 
could from the Goodnefs you have, to dif- 
guife me nothing, but not to trefpafs tco 
far upon you; I return to the Paflage of 
my Author, where the Stove maintains to 
Gold and Mercury, that it is impoflible to 
make a true Union of their two Subftan- 
ces; becaufe, fays the Stove, (*) That you 
are not one only Body, but two Bodies toge- 
ther ; and by confcqucnce jon are contrary, if 
the Laws of Nuture be confidered. know 
very well, that the P netration of Subftan- 
ces, not being potlible according to the 
Laws of Nature; fo neither is their perfect 
Union pofhble, and that in this Senfe two 
Bodies are contrary to one another; yet as 
almoft all the Philfophers aure, that Mer- 
cary is the firft Marter of Metals; and that 
according to Geber, it is not 3 Body, but 
a Spirit that penstratcs Bodies, and parti- 
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cularly that of Gold, for which it has a vi- 
fible Sympathy ; is it not likely, that thefe 
two Subftances, this Body, and this Spirit, 
may be perfectly united, to make but one 
only and the fame Thing of one and the 
fame Nature ¢ 


BU POKU S; 

Remark that, there are two Errors in 
your Reafoning; the firft in that you fup- 
pofe, that common Mercury is the firit 
and fole Matter, whereof Metals are form- 
ed inthe Mines, which isnot fo. Mercur 
is a Metal, which having lefs Sulphur, and 
lefs terrene Impurity han other Metals, 
remains liquid, and running; it unites with 
Metals, and particularly with Gold, as being 
the pureft of all; and is united lefs eafily 
with the other Metals, in proportion as 
they are more or lefs impure in their na- 
tural Compofition. You muft therefore 
know, that there is a firt Matter of 
Metals, whereof Adercury it felf is form- 
ed; it isa vifcous, and mercurial Water, 
which is the Water of our Stone. And 
this is the Sentiment of the true Prilofe- 
bers. 

I fhould be too prolix, if I fhould here 
fer forth every particular that can be faid 
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upon this Subject. I procced to the fecond 
Error of your Reafoning, which confifts 
in that you imagine, that common Mercury 
is a metallick Spirit, which according to 
Geber, can interiourly penetrate and tinge 
Metals, be united and remain with them, 
after it fhall have been artificially fixt. 
But you muft confider, that Adercury is 
not called Spirit ly Geber, but from its 
flying the Fire, becaufe of the Mobility of 
its homogenous Subftance ; neverthelefs, that 
properly hinders not its being a metallick 
Body, which for that Reafon can never be 
fo perfeGly united with another Metal, as 
not to be always feparated from it, when- 
ever it finds it felf prefed by the Ac- 
tion of the Fire. Experience makes good 
this Reafoning, and therefore the Stowe is 
in the right to maintain againft Gold, that 
there never can be made a perfect Union 
of it with Mercury. 


PY, ROP AULU & 

I comprehend very well, that my Rea- 
foning was Erroneous, and to tell you the 
Truth, I could never imagine, thar common 
Mercury was the firft Matter of Metals ; 
though divers grave Philofophers lay down 
that Truth, for one of the Foundations a 

the 


eriumem 93 


the Art. And Iam perfweded, that one 
cannot find in Mines, the true firft Matter 
of Metals, Seperated from metallick, Bodies; it 
is but a Vapour, a vifcous Water, an in- 
vifible Spirit, and I believe, in a Word, 
that the Seed is not to be found but in the 
Fruit. I can’t tell whether I {peak proper- 
ly, but I take this to be the true Senfe of 
the Inftrudtions you have given me. 


EUDGQAUS. 

One cannot have better comprehended, 
than you have done thefe Truths known 
to fo few. It isa Satisfaction to talk freely 
with you, concerning the philofophical My- 
fteries. What further Quefttions have you 
to ask me 2 


PRROPH IL US. 

Does not the Steze contradi@ it fel& 
when it fays, (*) That with an imperfect Bo- 
Ay, it bas a conflant Soul, and a penetrating Tin- 
éture? Methinks thcfe two great Perfections 
are inconfiftent with an imperfe@ Body. 


ERD O IUT. 

One would fay here, that you have al- 
ready forgotten a fundamental Truth, of 
which you were fully convinced before ; 

| recollect 
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recolle your felf, that if the Body of 
the Stone were not imperfect with an Im- 
perfe@ion, neverthelefs, wherein Nature has 
not finifhed her Operation, one could not 
there feek for, and much lefs could one be 
able to find Perfection there. This being 
lid down, it will be very cafy for you to 
judge, that the conftancy of the Soul, and the 
Pet Aion of Tinéture, are not actually ; ner 
in a State to manife hk chemfelves in the Stove, 
fo long as it remains in its imperfect Being ; 
but then, when by the continuance of the 
Work, the Subftance of the Stone hath paf- 
fed from Imperfection to Perfection, and 
from Perfection to plu/guain Perfection, the 
conftancy of its Soul, and the Efficacy of 
the Tincture of its Spirit, are brought from 
potentiality into Art; fo that the Soul, the 
Spirit, and the Body of the Sroze, being 
equally cxaleed, compofeone whole pon 
of a Nature, and ofa Virtue incomprehenfible. 


PYRO TELUS 

Since my Queftions give occafion to 
your {peaking Things fo extraordinary, I 
beg you not to teke it amif, that I conti- 
nue my Enquiries. F was always perfuad- 
ed, that the Stowe of the Philofophers was a 
real Subftance, falling under the Senfes, yer 
I per- 
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I percéive this Author aflures the contrary, 
in faying, (*) Our Stone is Invifible. I af- 
fure you, that whatever good Opinion I 
may have of this Philofopher, he muft in 
this Point give me leave not to be of his 
Sentiment. 


e UROUS. 

And yet, I hope, to reconcile you quick- 
ly to it. This Philofopher is not the only one 
who ufes this fort of Language ; the greater 
Part of them fpeak after the fame manner 
as he does ; and to tcll you the Truth, 
our Stone is properly Invifible, as well in 
regard of its Miatter, as in regard of its 
Form. In regard of its Master; becaufe, 
although our Stone, or our Agercury (for 
there is no difference) does really exift, ic 
is yet true, that it appears not to our Eyes ; 
at leaft, not unlefs the Artifts lend his 
Hand to Nature to help her to bring forth 
this philofophical Produ€tion ; and this 
made Cofmopolite fay, That the Subjeét of onr 
Philofopby ath a real Exiffence ; but that it 
i not tobe feen, bus when it pleafes the Ar- 
tif to make it appear. 

The Stone is likewifè no f6 Inviftole in 
regard of its Form ; I call here its Form, 
the Principle of its admirabk Faculties, for 


this 


® 


96 The HERMETICAL 


this Principie, this Energy of the Stone 
and that Spirit in which refides the Efficac 
of its Tincture, is a pure Aftral impal- 
pable Effence, that does not manifeft it felf 
but by the furprifing Effects it produces. 
The Pailofephers often fpeak of their Stone, 
as confidered in that Senfe. Hermes under- 
ftands it fo, when he fays, That the Wind 
carries it in its Belly ; and Cofmopolite is 
not remote from this Father of Philofo- 
phy, when he affures, That our Subject is 
before the Eyes of all the World ; that no 
Body can live without it; that all Creatures 
wile afè of it; bnt that few perceive it. 
Well then, are you not of your Author’s 
Sentiment, and muft you not confefs, that 
in whatfoever manner you confider the 
Stene, it is truly faid to be Invifible. 


PT RO Pe. |S. 

I muft have neither Senfe nor Reafons 
if I fhould not confent to a Truth, that 
you make me as it weres touch with my 
Finger, unfolding to me at the fame time, 
the moft obfcure, and moft myfterious Senfe 
of the philofophical Writings. I find my 

- fef fo illuminated by what you tell mes 
that, methinks, the moft obfcure Authors 
will be no longer dark to me; I fhall; how- 

every 
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éver, be obliged to you, if you pleafe to 
tell me your Opinion concerning the Pro- 
pofition that this Author advances ; (*) 34. 
That it is not poffible to acquire the Poffeffion 
| f the philofophical Mercury, otherwife than 

y the Means of two Bodies, whereof the one 
cannot receive Perfection without the other. 
This Paffage feems to me fo pofitive, and 
| fo precife, that I doubt not, but that it is 
| fundemental in the Practice of the Work. 


EUDOXUS. 

There is none moft certainly more fun- 
damental, fince this Philofopher tells you 
in this Paffage, how the Stone is form’d, 
on which is founded all our Philofophy ; 
eur Mercury or our Stone does indeed 
take Birth from two Bodies; but Note, 
that it is not the Mixture of two Bo- 
dies which produces our Mercury, or our 
Stone : For I have juft fhewn you, that 
Bodies are contraries, and there can te 
no perfect Union made of them ; but our 
Stone on the contrary is born from the 
Deitruction of two Bodies, which acting 
one upon the other, as the Male and the 
Female, or ss the Body and the Spirit, af- 
ter a manner no lefs Natural than In- 
-comprehenfible to the Artift, who lends it 
| ‘a the 
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the requifite Help, do intirely ceafe to be 
that which they were before, to bring forth 
2 Produétion of a miraculous Nature and 
Original, and which hath all the neceffary 
Difpofitions to be carried by Artand Nature, 
from Perfection to Perfection, to a fovereign 
Degree, which is above Nature it felf. 

Remark alfo, that thofe two Bodies 
which deftroy themfelves, and confound 
themfelves one in the other for the Produ- 
ction of a third Subftance, and of whom 
the one holds the place of Male, and the 
other of Female, in this new Generation, 
are two Agents, who {tripping themfelves 
of their groffeft Subftance in this Aétion, 
change TA Nature to bring forth a Son, 
of an Original more noble, and more 
illuftrious than the Parents that give him 
Being, and in being Born, he carries vifi- 
ble Marks, that evidently thew, that Hea- 
ven prefided at his Birth. 

Remark, morcover, that our Stone is 
born again many feveral Times, but that in 
every one of its new Births it {till draws its 
Rife from two Things. You have been 
juft now fhown how it begins to be born of 
two Bodies; you have feen that it efpoufes 
a celeftial Nymph, after it has been {tript 
of its terreftrial Form, to make but om 
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fole and fame Thing with her ; you muft 
know alfo, that after the Stone hath appear- 
ed a new, under a terreftrial Form, it muft 
again be Married to a Spoufe of its own 
Blood ; fo that there are {till two Things 
which produce one [Thing] only of one fole 
and fame Kind ; and as it 1s a certain Truth, 
that in all the different States of the Stone, 
the two Things that are united to give it 
a new Birth, come from one fole and fame 
Thing ; it is alfo upon this Foundation of 
Nature, that Cofmopolite fupports an incon- 
teftable Truth in our Philofophy, that is 
to fay, That of one is made two, and of two 
one, in which all Operarions, Natural and Phi- 
lofophical, are terminated without any Poffibili- 


ty of going farther. 


ET ROE hL WS. 

How abftrufe foever thefe fublime Truths 
are, you render them fo intelligible, and 
fo palpable to me, that I conceive them 
almoft as diftinGtly, as if they were mathe- 
matical Demonftrations. Permit me, if you 
pleafe, to make {fome further Enquiry, that 
fo I may have no further remaining Scru- 
ples about the Interpretation of this Author. 
I have very well comprehended, that the 
Stone born of two Subftiaces of one fame 
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Kind, is one whole Homogeneity, and a 
third Being, endued with two Natures, 
which render it of it felf {ole fufficient to the 
Generation of the Son of the Sun ; but yet 
I do not very well comprehend, how, this 
Philofopher underftands, (*) That the only 
Thing whereof the univerfal Medicine is made, 
is the Water, and the Spirit of the Body. 


EU DseOW Uwes:. 

You would find the Senfe of this Paffage 
felf-evident, if you did but recollect your 
felf, that the firit and moft important Ope- 
ration of the Praétice of the firft Work, is 
to reduce into Water that Body, which is 
our Stone, and that this is the moft Secret 
Point of our Myfteries. I have fhewed 
you, that this Water muft be vivified and 


, fertilized by an aftral Seed, and by a cele- 


{tial Spirit, wherein refides the whole Eff- 
cacy of the phyfical Tincture: So that if 
you well reflect upon it, you will confefs, 
that there is no Truth in our Philofophy, 
more evident than what your Author here ` 
advances, #. e that one only Thing, where- 
of the Sage hath need to make all Things, 
Is no other than the Water and the Spirit of the 
Body. The Water is the Body, and the 
Soul of our Subject, and the altral Seed is 


the 
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the Spirit of it ; and it is therefore that 
the Philofophers affure, that their Matter has 
a Body, a Soul, anda Spirit. 


PYROPHILUS. 

I confefs my Inattention, and that had 
I well confidered, I had formed no man- 
ner of doubt upon this Paffage ; but here is 
another, which, however, is no great Sub- 
ject of Scruple ; but neverthelefs, I could 
wifh to know your Senfe of thofe Words, 
viz. that the only Thing which is the 
Subject of the Art, and has not its like in 
the World; (*) is yee vile, and to be had 3 
for little coft. 


+ 
N 


Ca aO KMU. S 

This Matter, {o precious by the excellent 
Gifts, wherewith Nature has enriched it, is 
truly mean, with regard to the Subftances 
from whence it derives its Original. Their 
Price is not above the Ability of the Poọr. 
Ten Pence is more than fufficient to pur- 
chafe the Matter of the Stone. But the 
Inftruments, and the Means that are necef- 
fary to purfue the Operations of the Art, 
require {fome fort of Expence; which makes 
Geber fay, That the Work is not for the Poor. 
The Matter therefore is mean, eer 
3 the 
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the Foundation of the Art becaufe it cofts 
but very little; it is no lefs mean, if one con- 
fiders exteriourly that which gives it Per- 
fe&tion, fince in that regard it cofts nothing 
at all, in as much as all rhe World has it in 
its Power, fays Cofmopolite; {o that whe- 
ther you diftinguith thefe Things, or whe- 
ther you confound them, as the Philofophers 
do, to deceive the Sot and theIgnorant, it is 
a conftant Truth, that the Stone is a Thing 
mean in one Senfe, but that in another it 1s 
moft precious, and that there are none but 
Fools that defpife it, by a juft Judgment 
of God. 


PTR OPI LUG 

I fhall now be quickly as well inftructed 
as I can wilh; do me only the Favour to 
tell me, how one may know which is the 
true way of the Philofophers ; becaufe they 
defcribe many different, and often in Ap- 
pearance contrary. Their Books are filled 
with an Infinity of various Operations ; as 
Conjunctions, Calcinations, Mixtions, Se- 
parations, Sublimations, Diftillations, Coa- 
gulations, Fixations, Deficcations, concern- 
ing each of which they make whole Chap- 
ters; which throws the Artifts into fuch a 
Labyrinth, that ’tis fcarce poflible for them to 
extricate | 
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extricate themfelves This Philofopher, me- 
thinks, infinuates, that as in this great Art, 
there is but one Thing ; fo neither is there 
but one way, for which he gives no other 
Reafon but this; he fays, (*) That the So- 3 
lution of the Body is not made but in its own 
Blood. I find not any Thing in this whole 
Treatife, wherein your Inftru¢tions may 
prove more neceflary to me, than upon this 
Point, which concerns the Practice of the 
Work, upon which all ther Philofophers make 
Profeffion of Silence: Ibefeech you, there- 
fore, not to deny me your Directions in 
fo needful a Point. 


mee X U S. 

It is not without a great deal of Reafon 
that you make me this Requeft, it Regards 
the effential Point of the Work, and I could 
heartily with it were in my Power to anfwer 
as diftin@ly to this, as I have done to divers 
of your Mis Queftions. I proteft to you, 
that I have every where told you the Truth; 
and I will ftill continue to do fo ; but you 
Know, that the Myfteries of our facred 
Sciences may not be taught, but in myfte- 
rious Terms : I will, however, tell you 
without any Ambiguity, that the general 
Intention of our Art, 1s exactly to purify, 
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and to fubtilize a Matter of it feif unclea 
and grofs. And this is a moft importan 
Truth, that deferves you fhould make Re 
flection upon it. 

Remark, that to attain this End, man 
Operations are requifite, which tending al 
but to one and the fame Scope, are norin th 
main confidered by the Philofophers, but a 
one fole and fame Operation diverfly con 
tinued. Obferve, that Fire feparates at fir! 
the heterogenous Parts, and conjoins the ho 
mogenous Parts of our Stone; that the fecre 
Fire produces afterwards the fame Effect 5 
but more efficacioufly in introducing int 
the Matter a fiery Spirit, which opens in- 
teriourly the fecret Gate which fubtilizes and 
fublimes the pure Parts, feparating them 
from thofe that are terreftrial and aduftible. 
The Solution which is afterwards made by 
the Addition of the aftral Quintefence, 
which animates the Stone, makes a third 
Depuration of it, and Diftillation compleats 
it entirely ; thus purifying and fubtulizing the 
Stone by many different Degrees, to which 
the Philofophers ufe to give the Names of as 
many feveral Operations, and of Converfi- 
en of Elements, it is exalted to that Per- 
feGion, which is the nigheft Difpofition to 
condu it to plx/qeam Perfection, by a 
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‘Regiment proportioned to the final Inten- 
tion of the Art, that is to fay, unto per- 
fect Fixtion. You fee now, that to {peak 
properly, there is but one way, as there is 
but one Intention in the firft Work, and 
that the Philofophers defcribe not many ways; 
but becaufe they confider the different De- 
grees of Depurations, as fo many Operati- 
ons, and different Ways, with defign (as 
your Author very well Remarks,) to con- 
- ceal this admirable Art. 

As to the Words by which your Au- 
thor concludes, i. e. that the Solution of 
the Body is not made but in its own Blood; 
I muft make you obferve that in our Art, 
there is in three different Times, three ef- 
fential Solutions made, wherein the Body 
is not diffolved but in its own Blood, and 
that is in the Beginning, in the Middle, 
and at the End of the Work; take good 
Notice of this. I have already fhewed yous. 
that in the principal Operations of the Art, 
there are always two Things which produ- 
ces one, that of thofe two Things, one 
fupplies the place of the Male, and the 
other of the Female ; one is the Body, 
the other is the Spirit: You muft make 
here the Application of it, % e. that in 
ine three Solutions that I mention to you, 
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the Male and the Female, the Body and§ 
the Spirit, are no other Thing, but the 
Body and the Blood, and that thefe two $ 
Things are of one fame Nature, and of 
one fame kind; fo that the Solution of the 
Body in its own Blood, is the Solution of 
the Male by the Female, and that of the 
Body by its Spirit. And this is the order 
of thefe three important Solutions. 

~ In vain you would attempt by Fire the 
true Solution of the Male in the firft Ope- 
ration, you could never fucceed in it, with- 
out the Conjunction of the Female; it is 
in their mutual Embraces that they con- 
found and change each other, to produce 
one whole Homogeneity, different from 
them both. You would in vain open and 
fublime the Body of the Stane, it would be 
intirely ufelefs to you, unlifs you made it 
eff wife the Wife which Narre hath defign- 
ed for it ; the is that Spirit, from whence 
the Body hath drawn its firft Original ; 
which Body diffolves therein as Ice does 
at the Heat of Fire, as your Author has 
very well Remarked. In fine, you would 
attempt in vain to make the perfect Soluti- 
on of the fame Body, if you fhould not . 
eiterate upon it the Affufion of its proper 
Blood, which is its natural Menfiruum, its | 
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Wife, and its Spirit altogether, wherewith 
lit {o intimately unites, that from thence- 
forth they become but one {fole and fame 
Subftance. 


PYRORRILUS. 

After all this which you have revealed to 
ime, I have nothing more to ask youabout the 
Interpretation of this Author. I do very 
well comprehend all the other Advantages 
that he afcribes to the Stone, more than to 
Gold and Mercury. I do alfo conceive how. 
the Excefs of the Rage of thefe two Cham- 
pions, tranfported them to join their Forces, 
to vanquifh the Stone by Arms, not being 
able to fubdue it by Reafon; but how 1s 
it to be underftood, That the (*) Stone 39. 
devour'd them, and fivallowed them both up, 
fo that there remain’ d not any Track of them. 


EUDOXUS 

Know you not that the great Hermes 
fays, That the Stone is the ftrong Force of 
all Forces ; for it will vangut{h all fub- 
tile Things, and will penetrate every folid 
Thing. And your Author exprefies the 
very fame Thing here in other Terms to 
teach you, that the Power of the Stone 
is fo great, that nothing is able to 1efift it. 
It 
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It furmounts indeed all the imperfect Metals, 
tranfmuting them into perfect Metals in 
fuch a manner, that there remains no Tra 
of what they were before. 


rYuOkRH] LU g 


I very well compreliend thefe Reafons, 
and yet I have ftill remaining one doubt 
touching perfet Metals; Gold, for Exam- 
ple, isa Metal conftant and perfect, which, 
therefore, methinks, the Stone fhould not 
be able to devour. 


ey FO YUS. 


Your doubt is groundlefs ; for as the 
Stone, firi&ly fpeaking, does not devour 
imperfect Metals, but fo changes their Na- 
ture, that there remains nothing to know by 
what they were before ; fo the Stone not | 
being able to deftroy Gold, nor to tranfmute 
Itinto a more perfcét Metal, tranfmutes it 
into a Medicine a thoufand Times more 
perfect than Gold, fince it can then tranf- 
mute a thoufand Times as much imperfect 
Metal, according to the Degree of Perfe- 
étion that the Stone has receiv’d of the Art. 
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PY ROSA 2 S. 


I perceive the little Foundation there was: 
[for my Doubt ; but to be plain, there is 
fo much fubtilety in the leaft Hints of the 

Philofophers, that you ought not to think it 
ftrange, that I have often ftuck upon Things 
that ought elfe to have appeared to me fufh- 
ciently intelligible of themfelves. I have 
no more but two Queftions to ask you, 
and they are on the Subject of the two Ad- 
vices, that my Author gives to the Sons of 
the Science, touching the manner of Proceed- 
ing, and the Scope they ought to propofe to 
themfelves in their Search of the univerfal 
Medicine. He advifes them in the firft 
Place, to fharpen their Minds, to read the 
Writings of the wife Men with Prudence, 
to Labour with Exačtnefs; to proceed with- 
out Precipitation in a Work fo precious: 
Becaufe, fays, he (*) That it has its time 
ordained by Nature ; even as the Fruits which 
are upon the Trees, and the clafter of Grapes 
that the Vine bears. I conceive very well 
the Ufefulnefs of thefe Counfels ; but pray, 
be pleafed to explain to me, how this Limi- 
tation of Time is to be underftood. 
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BUDO AUS 

Your Author fufficiently explains itto you 
by the comparifon of Fruits, which Nature 
produces in their due Seafon; this compa- 
rifon is Exact: The Stone is a Field which 
the Wife cultivates, into which Art and 
Nature have put the Seed, which is to pro- 
duce its Fruit. And as the four Seafons 
of the Year are neceflary to the perfect 
Production of Fruits, fo the Stone has in 
like manner its determinated Seafons. Its 
Winter, during which Cold and Humidi- 
ty have Dominion in this Earth thus pre- 

ared and fowed. Its Spring, wherein the 
philofophick Seed being warm’d, gives 
Signs of Vegetation and Increafe; its 
Summer, during which its Fruit ripensy 
and becomes proper to Multiplication ; and 
its Autumn, in which this Fruit being 
perfectly Ripe, rejoices the Wife that have 
the good Fortune to gather it. 

To leave you nothing to defire upon 
this Subject, I muft here make you obferve 
three Things. Fir/?, That the Sage ought to 
imitate Nature in the Practice of the Work ; 
and as this wife Worker [viz. Nature] can 
produce nothing perfect, if its Motion be 
made violent, fo the Artift ought te pa 

the 
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the Principles of his Matter to act interi- 
ourly, by exteriourly adminiftring a Warmth 
or Heat proportioned to its need, The 
fecond Thing is, that the Knowledge of 
the four Seafons of the Work, our to 
be a Rule, which the Wife fhould follow 
in the different Regiments of the Fire, in 
'Proportioning it to each, according as Na- 
ture fhows it, who has need of lefs Heat 
to put the Trees in Bloflom, and to Form 
the Fruit, than to make them perfcétly Ripe. 
Thirdly, That though the Work has its four 
'Seafons, fo as Nature has, it does not fol- 
‘Tow that the Seafons of Art, and of Na- 
‘ture, mult precifely anfwer to each other, 
the Summer of the Work may happen with- 
out Inconvenience in Nature’s Autumn, and 
its Autumn in her Winter. It fuffices, 
that the Regiment of the Fire, be propor- 
* to the Seafon of the Work; tt is 
in that only, that the great Secret of the 
Regiment confifts, for which I cannot give 
you a more certain Rule. 


PT WOP HT LUS 


By this Reafoning, and by this Similitude, 
you give me an open View upon a Point, 
of which the Philofiphers have made one of 

their 
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their greateft Myfteries; for the Doĉtrine o 
the Regiments is not to be learn’d by their 
Writings, but I fee with an extream Sas 
tisfaction, that in imitating Nature and Be- 
ginning the order of Seafons of the Work 
by the Winter, it cannot be hard to the Wife 
to judge, how by the divers Degrees of 
Heat, which anfwer to thofe Seafons, he 
can affift Nature, and bring the Fruit of 
this philofophical Plant to a perfect Ma- 
turity. 

My Author in the fecond Place advifes 
the Sons of Art, to have Uprichtnefs of 
Heart ; and to propofe to themfelves an ho- 
neft End in this Work, declaring pofitive- 
ly to them, that without thefe good Dif- 
pofitions, they muft not expect a Bleffing 
from Heaven upon their Labour, upon 
which all good. Succefs depends. He affures, 
That (*) God does not communicate fo great 
a Gift, but to thofe that willmake a good nfe 
of it; and that he deprives thofé of it, whol 
defign to ufè it for Commiffion of Evil. This! 
feems to be no other than a manner of | 
ufual {peaking with the Philofophers ; pray 
tell me what Reflections ought to be made 
upon this laft Point 2 
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EUDW XUSE 


You are fufficiently inftructed in our Phi- 
lofophy, to comprehend, that the Poffeffi- 
on of the univerfal Medicine, and of the 
great Elixir, is of all worldly Treafures the 
greateft, the moft real, and the moft valu- 
able that Man can enjoy. Indeed, immenfé 
Riches, fupream Dignities, and all the 
Greatneffes of the Earth, are not compara- 
ble to this precious Treafure, which is the 
fole temporal Good, able to fatisfy the 
Heart of Man. It gives to him that pof- 
feffes it, a long Life, exempt from all forts 
of Infirmities, and puts into his Power 
more Gold and Silver, than is poffeffed by 
all the moft mighty Monarchs together. 
This Treafure hath moreover this particu- 
lar Advantage, above all other Bleffings of 
this Life, that he who enjoys it, finds him- 
felf perfectly farisfied, even with its only 
Contemplation, and that he can never be 
troubled with the fear of lofing it. ` 

You are hkewife fully convinced, thar 
God governs the World ; that his Di- 
vine Providence caufes, that there reigns 
an Order, which his infinite Wifdcom has 
eftablifked in it from the beginning of 
allAges, and that this Providence ts not 
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that blind Fatality of the Antients, nor 
that pretended Chain of Caufes, or that ne- 
ceflary Order of Things, that muft make 
them follow without any Diftinction : But 
on the contrary, you are well perfuaded, 
that the Wifdom of God prefides over all 
the Events that happen or appear in the 
World. 

Upon the double Foundation, which thefe 
two Reflections eftablifh, you cannot doubt 
but that God who difpofes Sovereignly of 
all the Poffeffions in the World, never per- 
mits that thofe who apply themfelves to the 
Search of this precious Treafure, with defign 
to make a bad ufe of it, fhould by their En- 
deavours come to its Pofleffion ; really what 
Mifchiefs might not be caufed in the World 
by a perverfe Spirit, who would have no 
other Aim but to gratify his Ambition, 
and to indulge his Lufts, if he had in 
his Power and Poffeffion this certain Means 
of executing his moft criminal Enterprizes. 
Wherefore the Philofophers, who perfectly 
know what Mifchicts and Diforders might 
accrue to civil Society, if the Knowledge 
of this great Secret were Revealed to the 
impious, do not treat of ie but with fear, 
nor {peak of it, but enigmatically, to the 


end, that it may not be comprehended; but | 
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by thofe whofe Study and Endeavours God 
will blefs. 


PTRO PHY AUS. 

There cañ be none that are of good 
Senfe, and who fear God, but muft agree 
in thefe Sentiments, and muft be fully per- 
fuaded, that to fucceed in fo great and fo 
important an Enterprize, the Divine Good- 
nefs is to be inceflantly fupplicated to illu- 
minate our Minds, and to give his Blef 
fing to our Endeavours. It only remains, 
that I return you moft humble Thanks, thar 
you have been pleafed to treat me as a Son of 
the Science, to difcourfe with me fincerelv, 
and to inftruét me in fo great Myfteries, as 
clearly, and as intelligible, as is lawful to 
do, and as I would reafonably defire. I 
proteft to you, that my Acknowledgment, 
hall laft as long as my Life. 
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LET IER 


To the true 


DISCIPLES 
HERME S, 


CONTAINING 


Six principal Keys of the fecret 
Philofophy. 


5.2] F I writ this Letter to perfuade 
S] thofe to the Truth of our Phi- 
a lofophy, who imagine; that it 
rider ee) is only a vain Idea, and a 
CRSP LIN 
——= meer Paradox, I would follow 
the Example of many Mafters in this great 
Art; I would endeavour to convince thofe 
. fort 
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fort of Wits of their Errors, by demon- 
{trating to them the Solidnefs of the Prin- 
ciples of our Science fupported by the 
Laws, and by the Operations of Nature, 
and I would fpeak but flightly of what 
elongs to the Practice: But as I have a 
quite different Defign, and that I write 
only for you, the wife Difciples of Her- 
mes, and true Sons of the Art, my only In- 
tention is to ferve you as a Guide in a way 
fo difficult to be follow’d. Our Prattice 
is in Effe& a track in the Sands, where 
one ought to conduét one’s felf rather 
by the North Star than by any Footfteps 
which are feen imprinted there. The Con- 
fufion of the ‘Tracks, which an almoft in- 
finite Number of People have left there, is 
fo great, and one finds fo many different 
Paths, which almoft all of them lead into - 
moft frightful Defarts, that it is elmoft im- 
poflible not to ftray from the true Road, 
which only the Sages favoured by Heaven 
have happily known how to find out and 
to difcover. 
This Confufion ftops the Sons of Art 
at once ; fome in the beginning, o- 
thers in the middle of this philofophical 
Courfe, and fome even when they ap- 
proach nigh the End of this painful Jour- 
T. 
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ney, and when they begin to difcover 
the happy End of their Undertaking ; 
but perceive not, that the little of the 
Way which remains for them to go, is 
the moft difficult. They know not that 
the envious of their good Fortune have 
dug Ditches and Precipices in the middle 
of the Way, and that for want of know- 
ing the fecret Windings, whereby the Wife 
avoid thofe dangerous Snares, they unhap- 
ily lofe all the Advantage which they 
Fad got, at the fame time, when they 
imagined to have furmounted all the Dif- 
ficulties. 

I vow fincerely to you, that the Practice 
of cur Art is the moft dificult Thing of 
the World, not in regard to its Opera- 
tions, but in refpet of the Difficulties 
whichare in it, to learn it diftin@ly from 
the Books of the Philofophers : For if 
on one fide it is called with Reafon the 
Play of Children; cn the other it requires | 
in thofe who fearch for the Truth by their 
Labour, and their Study, a profound Know- 
ledge of the Principles, and of the Opera- | 
tions of Nature in the three Kinds; but | 
particularly in the mineral and metallick | 
Kind. °Tis a great Point to find out the | 
true Matter, which is the Subje& of our | 

Work ; | 
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Work; you muft for this pierce through 
a thoufand obfcure Vails, wherewith it has 
been fpread over; you muft diftinguifh it 
by its proper Name, among a Million of un- 
common Names, whereby the Philofophers 
have differently expreft it; you muft un- 
derftand all the Properties of it, and judge of 
all the Degrees of Perfe&tion, which the Art 
is capable of giving to it; you muft know 
the fecret Fire of the Wife, which is the 
only Agent which can open, fublime, pu- 
rify, and difperfe the Matter to be reduced 
into Water; you mult for this penetrate 
into the Divine Source of the celeftial Wa- 
ter, which operates the Solution, the Ani- 
mation and Purification of the Stone; you 
muft know how to convert our metallick 
Water into an incombuftible Oil, by the 
entire Solution of the Body, from whence 
it draws its Original; and to effect this, you 
muft make the Converfion of the Ele- 
ments, the Separation, and the Re-union of 
the three Principles ; you muft learn to 
know how to make thereof a white Afer- 
cry, and a citrine Mercury ; you muft 
fix this Mercury, nourifh it with its own 
Blood, to the End that it may be con- 
verted into the fixt Sulphur of the Philofo- 
pherse Thefe are the fundamental Points of 
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our Art; the reft of the Work is found 
clearly enough taught in the Books of the 
Philofophers, that we have no need of an 
ampler Explanation. 

As there are three Kingdoms [or Reigns] 
in Nature, fo there are alfo three Medicines in 
our Art which make three different Works 
in the Pra¢étice, and which are neverthelefs 
bur three different Degrees, which raife our 
Elixir to its higheft Perfection. Thefe im- 

ortant Operations of the three Works, are 
by all Philofophers referved under the Key 
of the Secret, to the End that the facred 
Myfteries of our divine Philofophy may 
not be revealed to the Profane; but to you 
who are the Sons of the Science, and can 
underftand the Language of the Wife, the 
Locks fhall be opened, and you fhall have 
the Keys of the precious Treafures of Na- 
cure and of Art, if you apply all your Mind 
to the Underftanding of what I do defign 
to tell you, in Terms as intelligible as is 
neceflary for thofe, who are predeftinated 
as you are, to the Knowledge of thefe fub- 
lime Myfteries. I will put into your Hands 
fix Keys, wherewith you may enter into 
the Sanctuary of Philofophy, open all its 
Receffes, and arrive at the Underftanding of 
the molt hidden Truths. 
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The firft Key. 

The firft Key is, that which opens the 
dark Prifons, in which the Salhar is fhut 
up; this is it which knows how to extrac the 
Seed out of the Body, and which forms the 
Stone of the Philofophers, by the Conjun- 
étion of the Male with the Female ; of the 
Spirit with the Body ; of Swlphur with 
Mercury. Hermes has manifeftly demon- 
{trated the Operation of this firit Key, by 
thefe Words : Za the Caverns of the Metals 
there is hidden, the Stone which is Venerable, 
bright in Colour, a Mind fublime, and an 
open Sea. This Stone has a bright glittere 
ing, it contains a Spirit of a fublime Ori- 
ginal, it is the Sea of the Wife, in which 
they Fifh for their myfterious Fifth. The 
fame Philofopher does {till more particularly 
take Notice of the Nativity of this admi- 
rable Stone, when he fays: The King fhall 
come out of the Fire, and fball rejoice in his 
Marriage, and the hidden Things fhall be laid 
open. °Tis a King crowned with Glory, 
who has his Nativity in the Fire, who is 
pleafed with the Union of the Spoufe, which 
is given to him. Tis this Union which 
makes manifeft that which before was hid- 
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But before I go any further, I have : 
a Counfel to give you, which will be 
of no {mall Advantage to you ; that is, to | 
reflect, that the Operations of each of the | 
three Works, having a great deal of Ana- | 
logy and Relation to one another ; the Phi- | 
lofophers do defignedly {peak in equivo- 
cal Terms, to the end that rhofe who have 
not Lyax’s Eyes, may purfue wrong, and 
be loft in this Labyrinth, from whence it 
is very hard to get out. In effect, when 
one imagines, that they fpcak of one 
Work, they often treat of another ; take : 
heed, therefore, not to be deceived here- : 
in: Forit is a Truth, chat in each Work 
the wife Artift ought to diffolve the Bo- 
dy with the Spirit, he muft cut off the | 
Ravens Head, whiten the Black, and ru- 
bify the White ; yet it is properly in the : 
firft Operation, that the wife Artift cuts off 
the Head of the black Dragon, and of the 
Raven. Hermes fays, that tis from thence | 
that our Art takes its beginning. Whar is | 
born of the Crow, is the beginning of this | 
Art. Confider, that it is by the Separati- 
on of the biack, foul, and ftinking Fume 
of the blackeft Black, that our aftral, white, | 
and refplendent Stone is formed, which | 
containeth in its Veins the Blood of the | 
Pelican ; | 
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Pelican ; tis at this firft Purification of the 
Stone, and at this thining Whitenefs, that 


the firft Key of the firft Work is ended. 


The fecond Key. 


| The fecond Key diflolves the Com- 
pound, or the Stone, and begins the Sepa- 
ration of the Elements in a philofophical 
Manner ; this Separation of the Elements 
is not made but by raifing up the fubtile 
and pure Parts above the thick and terre- 
{trial Parts. He who knows how to fub- 
lime the Stone philofophically, juftly de- 
ferves the Name of a Philofopher, fince he 
knows the Fire of the Wife, which is the 
only Inftrument, which can Work this 
Sublimation. No Philofopher has ever open- 
ly Revealed this fecret Fire, and this pow- 
erful Agent, which Works all the Won- 
ders of the Art; he who fhall not under- 
ftand it, and not know how to diftinguish 
it by the Characters wherewith I have en- 
deavoured to point it out in the Difcourfe 
of Exdoxus and Pyrophilas, ought to make 
a ftand here, and pray to God to make it 
clear to him ; for the Knowledge of this 
great Secret, is rather a Gift of Heavens 
than a Light acquired by the Force of Rea- 
foning ; let him, neverthelefs, read che Wri- 
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tings of the Philofophers ; let him meditate, 
and above all let him pray ; there is no dif- 
ficulty, which may not in the end be made 
clear by Work, Meditation, and Prayer. 
Without the Sublimation of the Stone, 
the Converfion of the Elements, and the 
Extraction of the Principles is impoffible ; 
and this Converfion, which makes Water 
of Earth, Air of Water, and Fire of Air, 
is the only Way whereby our Mercury can 
be prepared. Apply your felf then to know 
this fecret Fire, which diffolves the Stone 
naturally, and without Violence, and makes 
it diflolve into Water in the great Sea of 
the Wife, by the Diftillation which is made | 
by the Rays ofthe Sun, and of the Moon. | 
”Tis in this manner that the Stone, which ac- | 
cording to Hermes is the Vine of the Wife, | 
becomes their Wine, which by the Ope- | 
rations of Art, produces their rectified Wa- 
ter of Life, and their moft fharp Vinegar. | 
This Father of our Philofophy crys out — 
concerning this Myftery ; O blefèd watry 
Form, which difolvef the Elements ! The 
Elements of the Stone could not be dif- 
folved, but by this Water wholly Divine ; 
nor could a perfect Diffolution be made 
of it, but after a proportioned Digeftion 


and 
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and Putrefaction, at which the fecond Key 
of the firft Work is ended. 


The third Key. 

The third Key comprehends of it felf 
alone a longer Train of Operations, than all 
the reft together : The Philofophers have 
fpoken very little of it, feeing the Perfecti- 
on of our Mercsry depends thereon ; the 
fincereft themfelves, as Artephins, Trevifan, 
Flamel, have paft in Silence the Preparati- 
ons of our Mercury, and there is hardly 
one found, who has not feign’d inftead 
of fhowing the longeft and the moft im- 
portant of the Operations of our Practice. 
With a defign to lend youa Hand in this 
part of the Way, which you have to go, 
where for want of Light it is impoflible to 
follow the true Road, I will inlarge my 
felf more than the Philofephers have done, 
on this third Key, or at leaft I will follow 
in an order that which they have faid of this 
Subject fo confufedly, that without the In- 
{piration of Heaven, or without the help of 
a faithful Friend, one remains undoubtedly 
in this Labyrinth, without being able to find 
a happy Deliverance from thence. I am 
fure that you who are the true Sons of the 
Science, will receive a very great Satisfacti- 

on 
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fteries, which regard the Separation, and 
the Purification cf the Principles of our 
Aéercury, which is made by a perfect Dif 
folution and Glorification of the Body, 
whence it had its Nativity, and by the in- 
timate Union of the Soul with its Body, 
of whom the Spirit is the only Tie which 
Works this Conjunéticn ; this is the In- 
tention, and the effential Point of the O- 
perations of this Key, which terminate at 
the Generation of a new Subftance, infil 
nitely nobler than the firft. . 
After that the wife Artift has madea Spring | 
of living Water come out of the Stone, | 
that he has preft out the Juice of the Vine - 
of the Philofophers, and that he has made | 
their Wine, he ought to take Notice, that 
in this homogenous Subftance, which b) 
pears under the Form of Water, there arel 
three different Subftances, and three natural 
Principles of all Bodies : Salt, Sulphur, 
and Mercury, which are the Spirit, the | 
Soul, and the Body, and though they ap- 
pear pure and perfectly united together, 
there {till wants much of their being fo ; 
for when by Diftillation we draw the Wa- 
ter, which is the Soul and the Spirit, the 
Body remains in the bottom of the Veffel 
like 
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like a dead, black, and dregey Earth, which 
neverthelefs is not to be defpifed ; for in 
our Subject there is nothing which is not 
good. The Philofopher ohn Pontanus pro- 
tefts, that the very Superfluities of the Stone’ 
are converted into a true Effence; that he 
who pretends to feparate any Thing from 
our Subject, knows nothing in Philofophy, 
and that all which is therein of fuperfluous, 
unclean, dreggy, and in fine, the whole 
Subftance of the Compound is made per- 
fe& by the Action of our Fire. This Ad- 
vice opens the Eyes of thofe, who to make 
an exact Purification of the Elements, and 
of the Principles, perfuade themfelves, char 
they muft only take the fubtile, and caft a~ 
way the heavy; but the Sons of the Sci- 
ence ought not to be ignorant, that the 
Fire, sil the Sulphur are hidden in the Cen- 
ter of the Earth, and that you muft wash 
it exatly with its Spirit, to extract out of 
ait the Balm, viz. the fixt Salt, which is 
the Blood of our Stone : This is the eilen- 
tial Myftery of this Operation, which is 
not accomplithed till after a cenvenient Di- 
geftion, and a flow Diftillation. Follow 
then, ye Sons of Art, the command which 
the Truth-telling Hermes gives ye, who 
fays in this place : But with this watry Soul, 

we 
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we mujt mix our Vinegar, that we may Pef 
the filpburous Form ; for when the Compound | 
is diffolued, it is the Key of Reftoration. You 
know that nothing is more contrary) than 
Fire and Water ; but yer the wife Artift 
muft make Peace between the Enemies, 
who at the Bottom [or Radicaliy] love 
one another vehemently.  Cofmopolite kas 
told the manner therect in a tew Words : 
The Thincs therefore being purged, make Fire 
and Water to be Friends, which they will eafr 
ly do in their Earth which had afcended with 
them. Be then attentive on this Point, 
moiften oftentimes the Earth with its Wa- | 
ter, and you'll obtain what you feek. Mutt | 
not the Body be diffolved by the Waters | 
and the Earth be penetrated with its Hu- 
midity to be made proper for Generation è 
According to the Philofophers, the Spirit is | 
Eve; the Body is -ddam, they ought to be 
joined for the Propagation of their Species. 
Hermes fays the fame Thing in other Terms; 
For Water is the ftrongeft Nature, which fur- 
mounts and excites the fixed Nature in the 
Body, that is, rejoices it. In Effect, thefe 
two Subftances, which are of the fame Na- 
ture, but of two different Sexes, embrace 
one another with the fame Love, and the 
fame Satisfaction, as the Male and the Fe- 
msej 
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male, and afcend infenfibly together, lea- 
ving but a little Feces in the bottom of 
the Veffel ; fo rhat the Soul, the Spirit, 
and the Body, after an exact Purificati- 
on; appear at laft infeparably united un- 
der a more noble and more perfect Form 
than it was before, and as different from 
its firft liquid Form, as the Alcohol of 
Wine exactly rectified, and accuated with 
its Salt, is different from the Subftance of 
the Wine from whence it has been drawn; 
this Comparifon is not only very fitting, 
but it furthermore gives the Sons of Science 
a precife Knowledge of the Operations of 
this third Key. 

Our Water is a living Spring, which 
comes out of the Stone, by a natural Mira- 
cle of our Philofophy. The firft of all 
is the Water which iffueth out of this Stone. 
Tis Hermes who hath pronounced this 
great Truth. He acknowledges further, 
that this Water is the Foundation of our 
Art. The Philofophers give it many Names; 
for fometimes they call ic Wine, .fome- 
times Water of Life, fometimes Vinegar; 
fometimes Oil, according to the different 
Degrees of Preparation, or according to 
the diverfe Effeéts, which it is capable cf 
producing. Yet I let you know, that it i5 
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properly called the Vinegar of the Wife, 
and that in the Diftillatton of this divine 
Liquor there happens the fame Thing, as 
in that of common Vinegar; you may 
from this draw a great Inftruction ; the 
Water and the Phlegm afcend firft; the 
oily Subftance, in ahiahi the Efficacy of 
our Water confifts, comes the laft. ’Tis 
‘this middle Subftance between Earth and 
Water, which in the Generation of the Phi- 
lofophical Child, does the Office of the Male ; 
Hermes makes us take particular Notice of 
it by thefe intelligible Words : The indiffe- 
rent Unguenty which is Fires is the Medium 
between the Faces and the Water. He is not 
content to give thefe Lights to his Scholars, 
he thows further in his fmaragdine Fable, in 
“what manner they ought to conduct them- 
felves in this Operation. You fhull feparate 
the Earth from the Fire, the fubtile from 
the thick, fweetly, and with great Skill. “Take 
care above all Things not to fmother the 
Fire of the Earth by the Waters of the 
Deluge. This Separation, or rather this Ex- 
traction, moft bedone witha great deal of 
Judgment. 

It is therefore neceffary to diflolve the 
Body entirely, to extract all its Humidity 
from it, which contains this precious Sat- 

pEr, 
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phar, this Balm of Nature, and this won- 
erful Unguent, without which you ought 
not to hope ever to fee in your Veffel this 
BlackriefS fo defired by all the Philofophers. 
Reduce then the whole Compound into 
Water, and fake a perfe& Union of the 
volatile with the fixt; ’tisa Precept of 
Senior, which deferves you fhoiild give 
Attention to it. The highe/? Fume, fays 
he, ožght to be reduced to the loweft, and 
the divine Water is the King defcending from 
Heaven, it is the reducer of the Soul to its Body, 
which it at length revives. The Balm of 
Life is hid in thefe unclean Faces; you 
ought to wafh them with this celefti- 
al Water, until you have remov’d away 
the Blacknefs from them, and then your 
Water fhall be animated with this flery 
Effence, which works all the Wonders of 
our Art. I cannot give you a better Coun- 
fel about it than that of the great Trifine- 
gius; You muff drive away from the Wa- 
ter, the Fume which is upon it, the Blacknefs 
from the Unguent, and Death from the Faces. 
But the only Means to fucceed in this 
Operation is taught you by the fame Phi- 
lofopher, who adds immediately ; Aad this 
by Difolution, which being done, we pd 
Ki rhe 
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the gremeft Philofophy, and the Secret of alt 


Secrets. 

But that you may not be deceived with 
the Term of the Compound; I will tell 
you, that the Philofophers have two forts of 
Compounds. The firft is the Compound 
of Nature; ’tis that whercof I have fpoke 
in the firft Key; for it is Nature which 
makes it, in a manner inccmprehentible to the 
Artift, who does nothing but lend a Hand 
to Nature, by the adhibition of external 
Things, by the Means of which fhe brings 
forth and produces this admirable Com- 
pound. The fecond is the Compound of 
Art; tis the wife Man who makes it by 
the fecret Union of the fixt with the 


Volatile, perfectly conjoined with allthe Pru- | 


dence which can be acquired by the Lights 
of a profound Philofophy. The Com- 
pound of Art is not altogether the fame 
in the fecond, as in the third Works yet 
it is always the Artift who makes it. Ge- 
ber defines it a Mixture of Argent vive 
and Sulphur, that is to fay, of the Volatile 
and the Fixt, which acting on one another 
are volatilized and fixt reciprocally into a 
perfect Fixity. Confidar K. Example of 
Nature, you'll fee that the Earth will 
never produce Fruit, if it be nor penctra- 
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ted with its Humidity, and that the Hu- 
midity would remain always Barren, if it 
were not retained and fixt by the Drinefs 
of the Earth. 

You ought then to be certain, that one 
cannot ‘have any good fuccefs in our Art; 
if you do not in the firft Work purify 
the Serpent, born of the Slime of the Earth: 
If you do not whiten thefe foul and black 
Faces, to feparate from thence the white 
Sulphur, the Sal-Armoniack of the Wife, 
which is their chafte Diana, who wafhes 
her felf in the Bath. All this Myttery 
is but the Extraction of the fixt Salt of 
our Compound, in which the whole E- 
nergy of our Azercury confilts. The 
Water which afcends by Diftillation, car- 
ries up with it a part of this fiery Salt; 
fo that the Affufion of the Water on the 
Body reiterated many times, impregnates, 
fattens, and fertilizes our Atercury, and 
makes it fitting to be fixt, which is the 
end of the fecond Work. One cannot 
better explain this Truth, than Hermes has 
done by thefe Words: When I fav that 
the Water began by Degrees to become ‘thicker 
and haraer, I did rejoice, for I certainly knew 
that I flould find what I fought for. 
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Tho’ you might have but a very indif: 
ferent Knowledge of our Art, what [am 
going to tell you will be more than fuf- 
ficient, to make you apprehend, that all the 
Operations of this Key, which put an end 
to the firft Work, are no other than to 
digeft, difti, cohobate, citlolve, feparate, 
and conjoin, the whole with Sweetnefs 
and Patience: Thus you will have not 
only an entire Extraction of the Juice of 
the Vine of the Wife; but furthermore, 
you will poffefs the true Water of Life 5 
and I let you know, that the more you 
thall reCtify it, and the more you thall 
work upon it, the more Penetration and 
Virtue it will acquire ; the Philofophers have 
not given it the Name of the Water of 
Life, but becaufe it gives Life to the Me- 
tals; It is properly called the great Laza- 
yia, becaufe its Brightnefs wherewith it 
Shines : They alfo call it a fulphureous Sub- 
ftance, a Balm, a Gumm, the vifcous Hu- 
midity, and the moft fharp Vinegar of the 
Philofophers, &c. 

>Tis not without Reafon that the Philo- 
fopbers give this mercurial Liquor the name 
of a Pontick Waer,. and of a moft fharp 
Vinegar : Its exuberant Ponticity is the 
true Character of its Vertue. There hap- 
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s alfo in its Diftillation, as I have alrea- 
dy faid, the fame Thing which happens in 
that of Vinegar: The Phlegm and the 
Water arife firft, the fulphureous and the 
faline Parts afcend the laft; feparate the. 
Phlegm from the Water, unite the Water 
and the Fire together, the Mercury with 
the Sulphur, ail you fhall fee at daft the 
blackeft Black, you will whiten the Revex, 
and rubefy the Swan. 

Since I {peak only to you, ye true Scho- 
lars of Hermes, I will reveal to you one 
Secret, which you will not find entirely in 
the Books of the Philofophers. Some of 
them only fay, that of their Liquor 
they make two Adercuries, the one White; 
and the other Red. Flamel has faid more 
particularly, that one muft make ufe of 
the Citrin Mercury, to make the Imbibi- 
tions to the Red; he gives Notice to the 
Sons of Art, not to be deceived in this 
Point ; he affures you alfo, that he had 
therein been himfelf deceived, if Abraham 
the Few had not informed him of it. 
Other Philofephers have taught, that the 
white Mercury is the Bath of the Moon, 
and that the red Mercury is the Bath of 
the Sun ; but there are none who have 
teen willing to fhow diftinétly to the Sons 
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of the Science, by what way they may get 
thefe two Mercaries: If you eatin! 
me well, you have this Point already cleared 
up to yous. The Lazaria is the white 
Mercury, the moft {harp Vircgar is the red 
Mercury ; but the better to determine thefe 
two Axercuries, feed them with Flefh of 
their own Species ; the Blcod of Inno- 
cents, whofe Throats are cut, that is to 
fay, the Spirits of the Bodies, are the Bath 
where the Sun and Moon go to Bath them- 
felves. 

I have unfolded to you a great Mytte- 
ry, if you reflet well on it ; the Philofo- 
phersy who have {poken thercof, have paft 
over this important Point very flightly. 
Cofinepolite has very wittily mentioned it 
by an ingenious Allegory, {peaking of the 
Purification of Avercury : This will be done, 
fays he, if you fhail give eur old Nan Gold 
and Silver to fivallow, that he confume them, 
and at length he alfo dying be burnt. He 
makes an end of deferibing the whole Ma- 
giftery in thefe Terms; Let his Afbes be 
ftrow'd into the Water ; boil it until it is 
cough, and jon have a Medicine to cure tbe 
Leprojy. You muft not be ignorant, that 
our cid Man is cur Mercury, that this 
Name azrees with him, becaufe he is the 
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frt Matter of all the Metals ; the fame 
Philofopher fays, that he is their Water, to 
which he gives the Name of Steel, and of 
the Load{tone, and he adds for a greater 
Confirmation of what I am about to dif- 
cover to you: Jf Gold couples with it eleven 
Times, it {ends forth its Seed, and is weakened 
almoft to Death ; the Chalybs conceives and 
begets a Son more glorious than the Father. 
Behold then a great Myftery, which I re- 
veal to you without any Ænigma ; this 
is the Secret of the two A%ercuries, which 
contain the two Tinctures. Keep them 
feparately, and do not confound their Spe- 
cies, for fear they fhould beget a monftrous 
Linage. 

I not only fpeak to you more intelligi- 
bly than any Philofopher has dene, but I 
allo reveal to you all which is the moft 
effential in the Practice of our Art 5 if you 
meditate thereon, if you apply your felf 
to underftand it well; but above all, if you 
work according to thofe Lights which I give 
you, I in no wife doubt, but you will ob- 
tain what you feck for; and if you come 
not to thefe Knowledges, by the way which 
I have pointed cut to you, 1 am very 
well affured that you will hardly arrive at 
your Defign by only reading the Philofo- 
| phers. 
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phers. Therefore Defpair of nothing; fearch 
the Source of the Liquor of the Sages, 
which contains all which is neceflary for 
the Work ; It is hidden under the Stone; 
ftrike upon it with the Rod of Magick 
Fire, and a clear Fountain will ifue out of 
it; do afterward as I have fhown you, 
prepare the Bath of the King with the 
Blood of the Innocents, and you will 
have the animated Mercury of the Wife, 
which never lofes its Virtue, if you keep 
it in a Velel well clofed. Hermes fays, 
that there is fo much Sympathy between 
the purified Bodies and the Spirits, that 
they never quit one another when they are 
united together ; becaufe this Union refem- 
bles that of the Soul with the glorified Bo- 
dy, after which Faith tells us, that there 
fhall be no more Separation nor Death. 
Becanfe the Spirits defire to be in the cleanfed 
Bodies, but having had them, they enliven 
them, and dwell in them, You fee by this 
the Merit of this precious Liquor, to which 
the Philofophers have given more than a 
thoufand different Names; it is the Water 
of Life of the Wife, the Water of Diana, 
the great Lunaria the Water of Argent 
vive ; it is our Mercury, our incombuftible 
Oil}, which in the Cold is congealed like 

Ice, 
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Ice, and is melted with Heat hke Butter ; 
Hermes calls it the foliared Earth, or the 
Earth of Leaves, not without a great deal 
of Reafon ; for if you well obferve, it is 
all Leavy ; in a word, it is the moft clear 
Fountain, which Count Trevi/aa makes men- 
tion of; in fine, it is the great Alchaheft 
which radically diffolves the Metals ; it is 
the true permanent Water, which after ha- 
ving radically diffolved them, is infeparably 
united to them, and increafes the Weight 
and the Tincture, 


The fourth Keys 

The fourth Key of the Art, is the En- 
trance of the fecond Work ; ’tis that which 
reduces our Water into Earth ; there is 
but this only Water in the World, which 
by a bare Boiling can be converted into 
Earth, becaufe the Mercury of the Wife 
carries in its Center its own Szlphur, which 
coagulates it. The Terrification of the Spi- 
rit 1s the only Operation of this Work ; 
boil then with Patience; if you have pre- 
ceeded well, you will not be a long time 
without feeing the Marks of this Coagu- 
lation, and if they appear not in their time, 
they will never appear ; becaufé it is an un- 
doubted Sign, that you have failed in fome 
eflential 
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effential Thing in the firft Operations ; for 
to corporify the Spirit, which 1s our Mer- 
cury, you muft have well diffolved the Bo- 
dy in which the Salpher, which coagulates 
the Aferenry, is inclofed. Hermes aflures, 
that our mercurial Water fhall obtain all the 
Virtues which the Philofophers attribute to 
it, when it fhall be changed into Earth ; 
Its Force will be entire, if it fball be con- 
verted into Earth, An Earth admirable for 
its Fertility : The Land of Promife of the 
Wifey who knowing how to make the 
Dew of Heaven fall upon it, make it pro- 
duce Fruits of an ineftimable Price. Cof 
mopolite very well expreffes the Advantages 
of this bleffed Earth; He who knows how 
to congeal Water in Heat, and to join a Spi- 
rit with it, fhail truly find a Thing a thon- 
fand Times more precios than Gold, and eve- 
ry Thing. Nothing comes near the worth 
of this Earth, and of this Spirit, perfectly 
bound together according to the Rules of 
our Art ; they are the true Mercury, and 
the true Swlpher of the Philofophers, the li- 
ving Male, and the living Female, who 
contain the Seed which only can beget a 
Son more illuftrious than his Parents. Then 
cultivate diligently this precious. Earth, moi- 
ften it often with its own Humidity, dry 
It ' 
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lt as often, and you will not lefs augment 
its Virtues, than its Weight, and its Fer- - 
tility. 

i The fifth Key. 

The fifth Key of our Wosk is the Fer- 
mentation of the Stone with the perfect 
Body, to make thereof the Medicine of 
the third Order. Iwill fay nothing in 
enc of the Operation of the third 

ork; except, that the perfect Body isa 
neceflary Leaven of our Pafte: That the 
Spirit ought to make the Union of the 
Pafte with the Leaven; in the fame man- 
ner as Water moiftens the Meal, and dif- 
folves the Leaven to compofe a fermemed 
Pafte fir to make Bread. This Compa- 
tifon is very proper; Hermes firft made it 
faying. For as a Pafte cannot be fermented 
without a ferment; fo when yon fall have 
fublimed, cleanfed, and feparated the Foulue/s 
from the Feces; when you would join ther, 
pat a ferment in them, and make the Water 
Earth, that the Paffe may be made a ferment. 
On the Subject of Fermenraticn, the Philofo- 
pher repeats here the whole Work, and fhows 
that juft fo as the whole Lump of the Pafte 
becomes al! Leaven, by the Action of the 
Ferment, which has been added to it; fo 

all 
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all the philofophical Confection becomes 
by this Operation a Leaven proper to fer- 
ment a new Matter, and to multiply it 
even to Infinity. 

If you obferve well how Bread is made, 
you will find the Proportions which you 
ought to’ keep among the Matters, which 
compofe our philofophical Pafte. Do 
not the Bakers put more Meal than Lea- 
ven, and more Water than the Leaven 
and the Meal? The Laws of Nature are 
the Rules you ought to follow in the 
Practice of our whole Magiftery. I have 
given you upon all the principal Points, all 
the Inftructions which are neceflary for 
you, fo that it would be fuperfluous to 
tell you more of it, particularly concern- 
ing the laft Operations, about which the 
Philofophers have been lefs referved, than on 
the firft, which are the Foundations of the 
Art: 


The fixth Key. 

The fixth Key teaches the Multiplica- 
tion of the Stone, by the Reiteration of 
the fame Operation, which confifts bur in 
opening and fhutting, diffolving and coa- 
gularinz, imbibing and drying; whereby 
the Vertues of the Stone are infinitely aug- 

mented. 
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mented. As my defign has not been to 
defcribe entirely the Practice of the three 
Medicines, but only to inftruct you in the 
moft important Operations concerning the 
Preparation of Mercury, which the Philofo- 
hers commonly pafs over in Silence, to 
hide thefe Myfteries from the prophane, 
which are only for the Wife; I will tarry 
no longer upon this Point, and I will tell 
you nothing more of what relates to the 
Projection of the Medicine, becaufe the 
Succefs you expect depends not thereon. 
I have not given you very full Inftrudi- 
ons but on the third Key, becaufe it con- 
tains a long Train of Operations, which 
though fimple and natural, require a great 
Underftanding of the Laws of Nature, and 
of the Qualities of our Matter, as well as 
a perfect Knowledge of Chymiftry, and of 
the different Degrees of Heat, which are 
fitting for thefe Operaticns. 

I have conducted you by the ftraight 
Way without any Winding ; and if you 
have well minded the Road which I have 
pointed you out, Iam fure that you will go 
ftraight to the End without ftraying. Take 
this in good part frem me in the defign 
which I had of {paring you a thoufand 
Labeurs, and athoufand Troubles, which ¥ 

my 


144 The HERMETICAL 


my fel have undergone in this painful Jour- 
ney for want of an Athiftance, fuch as this 
which I give you in this Letters which 
comes from a fincere Heart, and a tender 
Affection for all rhe true Sons of the Sci- 
ence. I fhould much bewail you, if like me; 
after having known the true Matter, you 
fhould fpend fifteen Years entirely in Work, 
in Study, and in Meditation, without be- 
ing able to extract out of the Stone; the 
precious Juice which it inclofes in its Bo- 
fom, for want of knowing the fecret Fire 
of the Wife, which makes to run out of 
this Plant (dry and withered in Appearance) 
a Water which wets not the Hands, and 
which by a magical Union of the dry Wa- 
ter of the Sea of the Wife, is diffolved in- 
to a vifcous Water, into a mercurial Li- 
quor, which is the Beginning, the Foun- 
dation, and the Key of our Art; convert, 
feparate, and purify the Elements as I have 
taught you, and you will poflefs the true 
Mercury of the Philofephers, which will give 
you the fixe Sulphur, and the univerfal 
Medicine. 

But I give you Notice, that after you 
fhal} be arrived at the Knowledge of the 
fecret Fire of the Wife, yet ftill you fhall 
nor attain your Point at your fiit Career. 

I have 
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I have erred many Years in the way which 
remains to be gone, to arrive at the myfte- 
rious Fountain where the King bathes him- 
felf, is made Young again, and retakes a 
new Life exempt from all forts of Infirmi- 
ties. Befides this you muft know how to 
purify, to heat, and to animate the Royal 
Bath ; ’tis to lend’ you a Hand in this fèe- 
cret Way, that I have expatiated on the 
third Key, where all thefe Operations are 
defcrib’d. I with with all my Heart, that 
the Inftructions which I have given you, 
may make you go directly tothe End. But 
remember, ye Sons of the Science, that the 
Knowledge of our Magiftery comes rather 
by the Infpiration of Heaven, than from 
the Lights which we can get by our felves. 
This Truth is acknowledged by all Philo- 
fophers ; ’tis for that Reafon that it is not 
enough to Work ; Pray daily, read good 
Books, and meditate Night and Day on the 
Operations of Nature, and on what fhe 
may be able to do when fhe is aflifted 
by the help of our Art, and by thefe 
means you will fucceed without doubt in 
you Undertaking. This is all which FE 

ad to fay to you in this Letter: I was 
not willing to make you fuch a long 
Difcourfe as the “Matter feemed to de- 
ai —— Set mand; 
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mand ; neither have I told you any thing 
but what’s effential to our Art; fo that if 
you know our Stone, which is the only 
Matter of our Stone, and if you have the 
Underftanding of our Fire which is both 
Secret and Natural, you have the Keys of 
the Art, and you can calcine our Stone; 
not by the common Calcination which is 
made by the Violence of Fire, but by a 
philofophical Calcination which is purely 
Natural. 7 
Yet obferve this with the moft enlight- 
ned Philofophers, that there is this Diffe- 
rence between the common Calcination 
which is made by the Force of Fire, and 
the Natural Calcination ; that the firft, de- 
{troys the Body, and confumes the great- 
eft, Part of its radical Humidity ; but the 
fecond does not only preferve the Humi- 
dity of the Body in calcining it, but ftill 
it confiderably Augments ite 
Experience will give you knowledge in 
the Practice of this great Truth, for you will 
in Effect find that this philofophical Calci- 
nation, which fublimes and diftils the Stone 
in calcining it, much augments its Humi- 
dity ; the Reafon is, that the igneous Spi- 
rit of. the natural Fire is corporified in 
the Subftances which are Analogous to it. 


Our 
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Our Stone is an Aftral Fire, which fym- 
pathizes with the natural Fire, and which 
as a true Salamander receives its Nativity, 
is nourifh’d and grows in the Elementary 
Fire, which is Geometrically proportioned 
to it. 


The Name of the Author in Latin is 
in this Anagram, 


Dives ficut Ardens §***, 


KTR Bid SAG NET EYL 
LE HES Oe oS BS 
SE ets era oe crop 


To th READER. 


T bas been thought pro- 
per (as mentioned in the 
Preface) to join with this 
Treatife a Tranflation of 
THE ANCIENT WAR 
OF THE KNIGHTS, done from the 
Original German ; that fo the Lo- 
vers of this Science might be able to 
compare it with that done from the 
French; which, by Reafon of its paf- 
fing firfiinto Latin, and from thence 
into French, bas loft of its priftine 
Senfe, as will be found upon the pe- 
rufal of the fame. And, to make the 
Work till more compleat, fome An- 
notations have been added (from a 
German Edition) upon the mofi mate- 
rial Points, where the faid French 
Tranflation differs from the German 
Original, 


we z 2 
Ea KA 


= 7 

5 0S 
WEA 

Saale 
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SESE ECE SCSI SESS 
The Antient 


War of the KNIGHTS, 


Being a fhort Alchymiftical 


DIALOGUE 


Betwixt our 
STONE, GOLD and MERCURY, 


Of the true Matter, of which thofe who 
have traced Nature, do prepare the Philo- 
fopher’s Stone, by Means of a due Ma- 
nagement, with Help of Leanar Vulcan. 


Defcrib’d by an Experienc’d Philofopher. 
Tranflated from the German Original. 
Se EE o E F Eales tains 


Difputation of Gold and Mercury, with the 
Stone of the Philofophers. 


paffion for thofe which have fought a long 
time in vain, that our (*) whole Work 
i F. 


l ] comes 


Is 
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comes forth out of one Thing, which is 
compleated in it felf, and needs no more 

2. but to be (*) diflolved and recoagulated ; 
and this it muft do of it felf; without all 
foreign Things. 

As Ice which is put over the Fire in a 
dry Veflel, and by Heat turns into Water : 

3-(*) In the fame manner it is with our 
Stone, which wants nothing but the help 
of the Operation of the Artift, and of the 

4-natural (*) Fire. For of it felf it cannot 
do it, although it fhould lie [or remain ] 
for ever in the Earth, therefore it muft be 
affifted; yet not fos as to join foreign and 
contrary Things with ir. But thus, as God 
gives us the Corn in the Field, and we 
muft grind and bake it for to make Bread 

$. thereof: In like manner in this; (*) God 
has created for us this Mineral, [or Oar] 
which we take by it felf, deftroy the grofs 
Body, extract the interiour Goodnefs, put 
away the Superfluity, and make out of the 
Poifon, a Medicine. 

That you may underftand this the bet- 
ter, PII recite you a fine Dialogue and Dif- 
putation which happen’d betwixt the Stone 
of the Pailofophers, Gold, and Atercury, by 
which thofe who know a little [or in fome 

g. Meafure] how to (*) deal with Metals and 

Minerals; 
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Minerals, (having fought a long time ia 
vain,) may eafily arrive to the true Foun- 
dation. And it will be neceffary, that one 
learn to know (*) the exteriour and interi- 7. 
our Quality of each Thing in the Earth, 
and what it is radically capable of, [or what 
it is capable of by (the Foundation of) Na- 
ture. | 

Gold and Adercury came at a certain time 
to 2 Stone with an armed Hand, in the In- 
tention to fubdue it. 

And Gold began thus in a rude manner, 
faying. 


GOLD. 


You poifonous Worm arid Dragon, (*) 8 
why do you pretend to be above me and 
my Brother Aercary ? Being I am the moft 
high, moft noble, and moft conftant Me- 
tal; and all Princes and Lords, and likewife 
all ordinary Men, feek to obtain Riches 
from [or to grow Rich by working with} 
me and my Brother Aéercury, whereas you 
are an Enemy of all Men and Metals, and 
you know, that the Phyficians praife me ex- 
ceedingly to be (*) for the Health of 9. 
Men ¢ 


To 
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To which our Stove anfwereth. 

Dear Gold, why are you not angry with 
God, and enquire, why he hath not cre- 
ated in you, what is found in me? 


GOLD. 


God has given me the Honour, the 
Beauty, and the Praife, wherefore, I am de- 
dired by the whole World, and becaufe Í 
am the moft conftant Metal, in the Fire 
and out of the Fire, for that Reafon Iam 
loved by every Body. But as for you, 

ro, you are (*) Volatile, you turn Unfaithful 
and deceive the People ; for one fees, that 
you fly away [or efcape] out of the Hands 
of thofe that work with you. 


A. The ST Ow ve: 

Dear Gold, ’tis true, God has given you 
Honour, Beauty and Conftancy, for which 
you ought to be thankful unto God, and 
not defprfe others ; but as for your difpa- 
raging me thus, you do it with Untruth ; 
and I fay, youare not the Gold; of which 

151, the Philofophers write, (*) but the fame is 
concealed within me: For although it is 
- true that I am Volatile in the Fire, never- 
thelefs you know, that God and Nature 
12. (*) have ordered me thus, and I muft be fo, 
for 


TRIUMPH. 
for my Volatility is tothe Advantage of the 
Artift ; and if he (the faid Artift) can duly 
extract the fame, yet remains within me the 
conftant Soul, which is much more con- 
{tant than you Gold, and all your Brothers 
and Companions ; no Fire or Water can 
confume or deftroy her, as long as the 
World lafts. Nor is it to be imputed to 
me, that I am fought for by thofe, who 
cannot duly work with me, or prepare me, 
and join often foreign and contrary Things 
with me, fuch as Waters and Powders, 
whereby they: deftroy my innate Nature and 
Quality. [or Property.] Befides this, there 


p) 


is (*) not one in an Hundred, that works y 3, 


with me, but all of them feek to compleat 
the Art with you Gold and your Brother 
Mercury: Wherein however they err, and 
work falfely, it being apparent, that all of 
them bring nothing to effect, but employ their 
Gold in vain, delio [or ruin] themfelves 
by it, and are reduced to Poverty; which is 
moft to be imputed to you Sol, who know 
particularly well, that no true Gold or Sil- 
ver can be made without me, for I alone 
have that Power. Why then do you allow 
that almoft the whole World works chiefly 
with you and your Brother Mercary ? If 
then you were indeed fincere, end did de- 

i 3) fire 
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fire to deal honeftly, you would appraife the 
People, and warn them to avoid Damages ; 
wherefore I may well fay with Truth, that 
you are the Cheat. 


r GOL Dp. 
I'll prove it by the Philofopher’s Sayings, 
that the Art may be compleated by me and 
my Brother Mercurys For read Hermes, 


. who fays thus: (*) The Sun is its Father, 


and the Afoon is its Mother, now ’tis I who 
am compared to the Sun. 

Likewile Ariftorle, Avicenna, Pliny, Sera- 
pion, Hippocrates, Diofcorides, Alefue, Rajis, 
Averrhoes, Geber, Raymund Lully, Albertus 
Magnus, Arnold of V illa-Nova, Thomas A- 
quinas, and many others, which I omit for 
Brevity’s fake; all thefe fay plain and di- 
ftinétly, that the Tinctures, as well as the 
Metals, muft be compofed of Sulphur and 
Mercury, and the (*) Sulphur mutt be red, 
incombuftible, and conftant [or fix’d] in the 
Fire, and the Mercury muft be bright [or 
clean] and clearly purified, and they write 
without any winding Expreffions [or Cir- 
cumlocution, | naming me openly by my 
Name, and fay, that in me Gold, is the 
well digefted, conftant, [or fix’d] incombu- 
ftible, red Sulphur, which is alfo true ; and it 

i is 
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is obvious to every Body, that I am the 
moft conftant Metal, and have the beft Sal- 
phur of all, which cannot be confumed by 
Fire, but is quite fixed. 

Then Mercury aflented with his Difcourfes 
to what the Gold had advanced, and add- 
ed: It were true, what his Brother, the 
Gold had told, and might be prov’d by 
the aforefaid Mafters. And that likewife 
it were known commonly and by every 
Body (*) what great Love and Unity there 16. 
were betwixt them two, above all other — 
Metals ; which might eafily be prov’d, by 
only this ocular Demonftration, that when 
Goldfmiths, or fuch like Workmen will 
gild Things, they cannot do without Gold 
and Mercury, but take them and put them 
together, and unite them with very little 
Pains. What then might not be done, with 
more Pains and Diligence, with more Work 
and longer Labour ? 


Osr STONE. 

. Then our Stone replyed ina merry Hu- 
mour: Truely, you both deferve to be 
laugh’d at with your Proofs; and I admire 
more efpecially of you Gold, who boaft fo 
very much of your felf to be good for a 
great many Things, [or Ufes,] thar you 

el have 
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have no more Senfe than that comes to; 
do you think that the old Philofophers have 
fitted their Writings barely to the common 
literal Senfe or Interpretation, and will be 
underftood in that manner ? 


COLD: 

The aforecited Mafters have Writ no 
Untruth, and they all agree concerning my 
Virtue, but there have been fome, who have 
fought for my Virtues in other improper 
Things, viz. in various Herbs, Animals, 
Blood, Urine, Hair, Sperm, and the like, 
who therefore have err’d, and perhaps have 
Writ erroneoufly too ; but the aforefaid 
Mafters have good Teftimony, that they 
have poffefs’d the Art indeed; for which 
Reafon their Writings may very well be 
credited. 


The STOND.: 


I do no ways doubt, and it is very true 
that they have poffefs’d the Art indeed ; 
fome however excepted of thofe whom you 
have quoted. But when they name bare» 
ly the Name of Gold and Mercury, they do 
it to hide the Art from the fenfelefs [ Dun- 
ces] and the unworthy, knowing very 
well, that fuch only dwell upon Names and 

written 
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written Procefles, without meditating fur- 
ther upon the Foundation of this Matter. 
But the Prudent and Diligent read with 
Prudence, and ponder how one Squares 
with the other; out of which they get a 
Foundation ; finding thus by Speculation, and 
from the Philofopher’s Sentences, the true 
Matter, which no Philofopher ever named 

and deferib’d openly by its true Name. 
This they prove themfelves, when they 
fay, where we write plaineft, [or open] ac- 
cording to the common Senfe [or Interpre- 
tation] there we have moft concealed the 
Art. (*) But where we {peak by Para- 
bles and Sentences, there we have truly dif- 
clofed the Art. And where they write 
of Gold or Adercury, they however foon af- 
ter that, tell and explain themfelves, aying, 
that their Gold is no common Gold, nor 
their AZercury common Mercury; by Re 
fon, thar Gold, becaufe of its Perfection, 
cannot be alter’d or chang’d, becaufe it is 
grown already to a quite perfect Metal; and 
although one fhould extra&t its Colour a 
hundred Times, and Work never fo art- 
ful with it, neverthelefs it cannot tinge any 
more, than juft fo much as it has Colour 
and Tincture in it felf. Therefore the Phi- 
lofophers fay, (*) If vou fearch in imper- 
| fect 
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fect Things, you there will find the Per- 
fection, as you may read in the Rofary. 
Likewife Ramund Lully, whom your fat 
have quoted as a Teitimony, fays thus: 
What fhall be meliorated, muft not be per- 
fect ; nothing is changed [or altered] in 
perfect Things, it rather is quite deftroy’d 
and fpoil’d. 


G, Oat, Ds 

I know indeed that they fay thus; but 
shat may be underftood of my Brother 
Mercury, who as yet is imperfect; and when 
we two mix our felves with each other, 
he then is made perfect by me; for he is 
of the Feminine, and 1 of the Mafculine Sex. 
Therefore the Philofophers fay, that the Art 
is entirely an Homogeneum. You fee the 
fame in Men, that no Child is produced, 
but by conjunction of Male and Female. 
And the fame is to be feen in all Animals 
which have Life. 


Ouw STONE. 

Thy Brother Mercury is indeed imper- 
fect (*) yet therefore is not he the Mer- 
cury of the Philofophers: And if you two 
fhould mix your felves together and were 
kept in the Fire [or in digeftion] for ma- 


ny 
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ny Years, it were neverthelefs impoffible 
that you two could really be united toge- 
ther ; for as foon as Aéercury feels the Fire, 
he flips from you going on high, and fub- 
limes it felf on the top, leaving you in 
in the bottcm. Or if you are joind to- 
gether with corrofive Waters, and are dif- 
folved, diftilled, and coagulated, you yield 
nothing elfe but a red Powder and Preci- 
pitate, which if it is thrown [by Projedti- 
on] upon imperfect Metals, it tinges not; 
but only fo much of you Gold 1s found 
again, as was taken at the Beginning, and 
your Brother Agercury efcapes entirely from 
you; which the Searchers in Alchimy have 
experienc’d for many Years, and are con- 
vine’d of it by their own no {mall damage. 
But as for your referring to the Sentences 
of the Ancients, who fay, that the Art 
is wholly an Homogeneum, and that no 
Child can be produced but by Male and 
Female, which you fancy, the Philofophers 
did to hint at you and your Brother Aer- 
curvy by it; that is not thus neither, but 
mifunderftood by you, altho’ they (writing 
thus) {peak very right and proper; for I 
tell you in Truth, that even this is (*) the 
Cornerftone laid by the Ancients, at which 
many Thoufands have ftumbled. Do you 


imaging 


tf 


i” 


a 


The HERMETICAL 


zI.imagine it is with Metals (*) juft as with 


293 
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other Things, which have Life? You fare 
in this, as all thofe who work wrongly in 
this Art; when you read thefe Things in 
in the Philofopher’s Writings, you do not 
neditate on the Scope, and whether it agrees 
with what has been faid before, or what is 
faid after that; for what the Philofophers have 
deferib’d of this Art with fuch parabolical 
Words, is folely to be applied to me, and 
to no other Thing in the World; for ’tis 
Lalone that do perform it, and (*) with- 
out me no true Gold or Silver can be made. 


Cc OC Lee. 

Good God ! are you not afraid to com- 
mit a Sin, and have no fhame to tell fuch 
a Lie? And are you fo audacious, as to ap- 
ply [or attribute] folely unto you, what fo 
many Philofopbers and Learned Men have 
written of this Art in feveral Ages? You, 
who are an only, grofs, poifonous, and 
unclean Thing, and yet confefs, that the 
Art is an Homogeneurn; and you affirm 
befides this, that without you, who are (*) 


=» 3 s é n 
>° the Univerfal, no true Gold or Silver can 


be made; whereas it is known, that many 
have fought fo affiduoufly and diligently, 
that they have found fome other ways, 

which 
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which are called particulars, from which 
they may have a good Profit. 


` On Sal O N E. 

My Dear Gold, do not wonder at what 
I have told you, and do not thus impudent- 
ly and imprudently give me the Lie, be- 
caufe Tam older than your I (*) And 
although I had been miftaken in this, you 
ought to fpare my Age; for you are not 
ignorant, that Age ought to be honour’d. 

But to fave my Honour, I'll prove by 
the Mafters you have cited, thar I fpoke 
Truth, whofe Teftimonies [being quoted 
by your own felf,] you have no Reafon 
ro object againit, And firftly, Hermes favs 
thus: In Truth, without Lie, certain, and 
moft true, is this, that- that which is un- 
der, is like to that which is above, and tbat 
which is above, 1s ike unto that below, (*) 
by this you may attain to Miracles and 
Wonders of one Thing. 

Trem, Ariffole writes thus; Oh! whar 
a ftrange Thing is this, for it has in it fell, 
all what we fland in need of; it kills it fel} 
and gets Life again of it felf; (*) it efpoufes 
it felf, it begets it felf, and brings forth [er 
generates] of it felf, it diflolves it {elf in its 
ewn Blocd, and recoagulates it RIF with the 


at DO » 
{ane > 


ta 


pa 


ta 


Nad © 


Ga 


14 


t2 
~S 


e. 


The HERMETICAL 
fame; it grows White and Red of it flf 


and we add nothing more to it, nor do we 
change any Thing, only we feparate the 
Terreftreity and the Groffnefs from it. 

Item, Plato the Philofopher fays thus of 
me: *Tis even but one and the fame [or 
only | Thing in it felf ; (*) ithas a Body, a 
Soul, a Spirit, and the four Elements, over 
which it fe. Deminion ; and it does not want 
to borrow any Thing of other Bodies, for it 
brings forth [or generates it felf ] only of it 
felf, and all Things are in it. 

Many Teftimonies more of thefe Mafters 
could I proffer, but it being unneceflary, I 
omit them for Brevity’s Sake. 

However, as for Particulars, of which 
you make mention, it is thus with them : 
Some are come thus far, that they have 
been able to (*) extract my tinging Spirit, 
which they have joined to other Metals, 
and were it about by many Operations, 
that I have participated to fuch Metals as 
had any Affinity with me, a {mall Matter 
of my Virtue and Power; which, however, 
but very few fucceeded in: Likewife did 
they partly find it by Chance. (*) And by 
Reafon that they did not penetrate into the 
Foundation, whence Tinéturcs come, there- 
fore they could not proceed further, E 

thus 
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thus they could not reap very great Advan- 
tages therefrom. But if the Artift (*) had3o, 
looked further about for my own [proper] 
Wife, and joined [or united] me with her, 
I then could have tinged a thoufand Times 
more: But they thus fpoiled my Nature 
[or Property | with foreign Things. How- 
ever, whatever they found, (although but 
a {mall Matter in Comparifon of my true 
Power and Efficacy,) it proceeded from me, 
and of no other Thing whatfoever. 


C OL Dt 


What you have faid is no fufficient 
Proof : For although they [the Philofephers | 
write of one only Thing, in which are con- 
tained the four Elements, and a Body, a 
Soul, and a Spirit; they thereby infinuate 
for give to underftand ]. the Tin@ture, after 
the fame has been compleatly finifhed : It 
muft neverthelefs be compoféd in the begin- 
ning of me Gold, and my Brother 4%r- 
cury, we being the Male and Female Seed, 
as has been mentioned ; and when we are 
brought to Maturity [or compleated by Di- 
geltion | we then are both [that] one Thing, 
of which they write. 


Our 
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It is no ways thus ; and I have told you 
31. before, (*) that it is not potlible for you 
two, [to perform it,| for you two are not 
one Body, but two Bodies, and you are 
in the Foundation of Nature for Radically ] 
contrary to each other. (*) But as for me, 
[ have an imperfe& Body; a pure, pene- 
trating, tinging, and conitant [or fixed] 
Spirit; and befides this, a clear, bright, vo- 
latile, and moveable Adercury ; and am alone 
capable of what both of you together do 
indeed boaft of, but are not able to perform 
it; for in me is the Philofopher’s Gold, and 
the Adercury of the Wife. For this Reafon 
the Ancients fay : (*) our Scone is not Vis 
fible, ner our Afercury to be had, but out 
34. of the foft (*) uncorrupted [or proper] Bo- 
dies, and neither of the two can be attain-° 
ed without the other; wherefore I alone 
do yicld the Male and Female Seed, and 
am wholly an Homogeneum ; allo am L called 
an Hermaphrodite. 

Richardus Aaglus too, witnefies the fame 
of me, faying: The firft Matter of our 
Scone is called Rebis, thar is to fav, a Thing, 

which 
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which by Nature has a double quality [or 
property | concealed in it felf ; and it is like- 
wife cald an Hermaphrodite, that is, a 
Matter, which is not eafily to be diftin- 
guifh’d, whether it be a Male or Female ; 

by Reafon, that it inclines to both Parts. 
Therefore a Medicine is made, (*) out of 35- 
a Thing, [or one Thing] which is the 
Water of the Body and Spirit. 

This has occafioned the faying, that this 
Medicine has by its e£igma’s deceived ma- 
ny Fools. The Art, however, requires but 
one Thing, which is known to every Bo- 
dy ; many wifh for it, and yet it is but one 
only Thing ; [or Matter ;] (*) nothing 1S 36. 
to be compared to it, and yet it is mean 
and cheap: But for this it ought not to be 
defpifed, for it makes and brings forth [or 
compleats | admirable Things. 

Alanus the Philofopher fays: You Opera- 
tors in this Art, you ought to be of a fixed 
Mind in your Work, not beginning and 
trying fometimes with one Thing, and fome- 
times with another; for the Art confifts not 
in Multitude of Species’s, but in Body and 
Soul. And fora (certain) Truth, the Me- 
dicine of our Stone is one Thing, one Vef- 
fel, one Compofition. For the whole [ Ma- 
: (| Repre 
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fterpiece of ] Art is begun with one Thing, 
and is ended with one Thing ; although 
the Philofophers, in order to hide the Art, 
have pretended to point out many other 
ways, as for Inftance ; ‘continual Cooking, 
[or Digeftion, | Mixticn, Sublimation, Tri- 
turation, and Siccation, and as many other 
Names [or Allegories] as the fame may be 
named withal. (*) However, the Soluti- 
on of the Body is not brought about, but 
in its own Blood. i 

Geber fays thus: In the Foundation (or 
in the Root] of the Nature of Mercury, is 
Sulphur, which perfects it, [viz. the Aer- 
cury| by cooking and digefting it during 
a long time in the Veins of the Mines. 

Thus, my dear Gold, with what has 
been faid, you arc futhciently convinced, 
that it is only in me, and T alone can per- 
form all, without the Afiftance of you and 
all your Brothers ; nor do I want you any 
ways, although all of you want me: [Or 
have Occafion for me:) For I can perfect 
you all, and bring you to a higher Degree, ' 
than what you are by Nature. 

Then the Gold grew angry, and not 
knowing any more what to anfwer, con- 
fulred with its Brother Adercery, and agreed 

upon 
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upon this, that they would affift one ano- 
ther, who being two in Number, and our 
Stone but fingle, they (becaufe they could 
get no Advantage upon it by ee 
would by their double Power deftroy it 
[or kill it] by the Sword. 

But when the Fight began, our Stone if- 
fued Strength, [or Power, | (*) and deftroy- 
ed and conquered them both: And fwallow- 
ed them [in fuch a manner] that nothing at 
all was to be feen of them; nor what was 
become of them. 

Thus, you my dearly beloved who fear 
God, you have here a true and fufficient 
Narrative [or Inftruction] to underftand 
the Foundation [or Root] of the higheft 
and moft precious Treafure. For no Philo- 
fopher did ever declare himfelf fo plain and 
openly. 

You therefore want nothing elfe, but 
that you pray to God that he may grant 
you, to attain to fuch a dear and preci- 
ous Jewel: Next to this quicken your 
Thoughts, and read with Prudence, work 
with Diligence, and hafte not in [the Pre- 
paraticn of | this precious Work ; for (*) 
it muft have its natural Time, [or its Time 
ordained by Nature, | like Fruit on a Tree, 
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or Grapes ona Vine. Be likewife of a good 
Will and Intention, or elfe the Lord will 
grant you nothing; for God gives it to 

40. thofe, who defire to do good with it, (*) 
and takes it, or detains it from fuch as 
would employ it to ill Ufes. 


The Lord give you his Bleffing. Amiens 


Upon the moft 


Matertal Paffages, 


Where the French Tranflation of 
THE ANCIENT WAR OF THE 
Knicuts, differs from the Ger- 
man Original. 


From a GERMAN Edition. 
ALH E German Original fays 
mee s| by Number 4. OF i fof i 
pars i] cannot do it, altho’ it fbould 
z lie for ever IN the Earth ; 
TEAR but the French Tranflation 
sous fays: Though it fbould for 
ever remain ON THE EARTH. ’Tis 


probable the Tranflator into Latin did fay i 
r m 24 Yil; 
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terra, which indeed fometimes may be under- 
{tood on the Earth, and is taken thus in the 
Lord’s Prayer: Sicut in Coclo & in Terra, 
thy Will be done on Earth; but in this 
place it fhould be otherways, viz. in the 
Earth. 
x x a 
* 

By Number 9. the German Original fays : 
To which OUR Stone anfwereth; but in the 
French the word Our is omitted ; for it fays, 
the Stone anfvered. °Tis fuppofed the Tran- 
{lator into Latin has omitted firft the word 
Onr, not knowing perhaps that there is a 
difference between the Stone of the Philofo- 
phers, and between the Stone called thus fim- 
ply. But the French Commentator, as an in- 
genious Philofophery would not have omitted 
the word Oar, but perhaps rather have gi- 
ven a learned Explication about it, if fo be 
he had found it in the Latin Tranflation ; 
Tor when the Philofophers fay, Our Stone, 
they {peak of it, asin that Condition, when 
it is work’d upon to be brought to Perfecti- 
on, and plu/quam Perfection, viz. to the 
Quality commonly called, The Philofophick, 
Stone. But when it is barely called The 
Stone, without any other Epithet, in that 
Cafe it may be applied to the Stone, either 

b oyi gençrally, 
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generally,vz. in all and every one of its States 
and Conditions, or elfe it is taken in parti- 
cular (to diftinguifh the Stone of the Phi- 
lofephers, or its Matter) when it is ftill un- 
der the Operations of Nature, and not yet 
brought fo far as that the Artift may affift 
Nature bya prudent Imitation of her. Bur 
as foon the Philofophers work upon it, it is 
then properly and in particular called 7 heir 
Stone. *Tis true, the Philofophers fometimes 
confound on purpofe thefe two Denomina- 
tions, becaufe of the unworthy ; but fince 
the German Philofopher makes fuch a Di- 
ftin&tion, the Tranflator into Latin ought 
not to have deprived the Hermetick Difci- 
ples of the fame ; for they might take Oc- 
cafion thereby, to meditate, a6 "tis called 
one time The Stone, and at another time 
Our Stone; as likewife in what manner the 
Author fpeaks when he calls it merely The 
Stone, and what he fays when he diftin- 
guifhes it with the word Our. *Twas wrong 
therefore to be guilty of fuch an Omiffion, 
as not to give it the Denomination of Oar 
Stone, as often as it was found in the German 
Original; but in Lieu thereof, to call it al- 
ways merely The Stone. 
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By Number ro. the German Original 
fays : Dear Gold, ’tis true, God has ee yo 
Honour, Beanty, and Conflancy ; which is ren- 
dered by the French in this manner: ’Tis 
true, my dear Gold, ‘tis God who has given 
you THE Honour, THE Durability, and 
THE Beauty. This is fiid by the Stone as 
an Anfwer to what Gold advanced in its 
Reproach juft before by Number 9. in 
which Reproach Gold ufes the Article rhe, 
viz. the Honour, &c. thereby to affume to 
it felf all the Honour, Beauty, and Praife 
which is to be found in the Operation and 
Art of the Philofophers ; for the German 
Tongue hasthis Property, that the Addition 
of the Article The takes in all, or the whole. 
Therefore the Stone in its Anfwer (accord- 
ing to the German Original) limits very 
much thofe Vertues (which Gold boafts of } 
by the Omiflion of the Article, faying : 
God has given it Honour, which is to 
fay : God fas given it fome Honour, in- 
tending as it were, thereby to intimate, that 
Gold poffeffes buta part of fuch Vertues ; 
and it alfo gives to underftand in the follow- 
ing Difcourfes, that the Stone it felf has 
communicated in the Earth to Gold, that 
oo Honetiry 
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Honour, Beauty, cc. which it poffeffes, 
and who is beholden for the fame to the 
Stone ; fo that it ought not to pretend from 
that, to have the Chief, or fo much as any 
part at all in the Philofophical Work, efpe- 
cially with the Exclufion of the Stone, whom 
Gold wrongly vilifies. 

Tis however, not the fault of our emi- 
nent French Philofopher, that the faid Arti- 
cle Nad has been made ufe of in the reply 
of the Stone, it having happened by Acci- 
dent; for as he did not tranflate the faid 
Treatife, called, The War of the Knights, from 
the German Tongue, but from the Latin, ine 
to which it had been tranflated firft ; and 
the Zarin Tongue having no Articles, it was 
not poffible for him to know, whether or 
no, or at what place the Article was made 
ufe of in the Original; fo that it feems to 
have crept in, at the place aforefaid, by mere 
Chance. 

*Tis neverthelefs true, that the Latiz Trane 
{lator is to blame ; for in Cafe he had been 
careful to render the Author’s Intention exe 
act; he might have done it, although it was 
not poffible to do it by an Article ; and it 
might have been given in thefe or the like 
Words : Verum eff, Deum tibi honoris, pul= 
shritudinis & in igne conflasia ALI QUID 
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[or NECESSARIUM TIBI DI- 
MENSU M) conceffiffe. 


X 
1% 

By the laft mentioned Number there fol- 
lows foon after : But as for your difparazin 
me thus, you do it with Oem which W A 
have been left out in the Frezch. Whofe 
Fault foever it be, it is certain, the Words 
are very expreflive, (as almoft all the reft of 
the faid Treatife,) and give to underftand, 
that te Addition of Vulgar Gold to the 
philofophical Work, tends to the faid Work’s 
Deftruétion. 


x 
* x 

By Number 13. the German Original 
fays : It being Apparent, that all of them bring 
nothing to Effect, but employ their Gold in vain, 
[ and | DESTROY TAHEMSELTES 
BY IT. But the French fays : For ’tis im- 
profitably that they employ their Gold, and that 
they ENDEAVOUR TO DESTROY 
YT. 

The Zatiz Tranflator has in this Paffage 
taken the German (for the word deftroy) 
quite wrong, having probably faid thus : 
Aarum inutiliter impendant (> corrumpunt — 
which is altogether againft the Senfe and 
Meaning of the Origina. 

f 7 | The 
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The French Philofopher has very well 
perceived, that this Paffage could not be right, 
and therefore did not render it into Frezch 
in the fame Senfe, viz. Tha they deftroy the 
Gold, but fays, That they endeavour to deftroy 
it ; knowing yn well, that it is not pofli- 
ble for them to deftroy the Gold. 

The Tranflator into Zatin finding the 
word deftroy in the German, would have 
kept the true Meaning of the fame Author, 
if he had faid : Animadvertimus, ouod hifce 
nihil efficiant, fed potins aurum ecrum inutili- 
ter impendant, eoque ipfo deficientes mifirè pef- 
fum cant, & in [fsmmam egeflatem intidant. 


KEK 

By the laft quoted Number, the German 
Original fays in the reply of Gold : P4 
prove it by the Philofopher’s Sayings, that the 
Art may be compleated by me and ney Brother 
Mercury ; concerning which itis to be no- 
ted, that in the Frezch, the Words : Aud 
my Brother Mercury, have been omitted. 


B 4 

xk 
By Number 15. the German Original 
fays : And they write without any winding 
Expreffions. But the Freach fays, owithoue 


any Referve. 
P 4] By 
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x 
x x 


By Number rg. the Germaz Original 
fays: Thy Brother Mercury is mdeed imper- 


fet, yet therefore is not he the Mercury of the 


Philofophers.— But the French fays : Thy Bra- 
ther Ldercury is indeed imperfect, and by cons 
fequence he is not the Aidercury of the Wife.—~ 
In this manner it would be true indeed, 
that the Author of The Aucient War of the 
Knights had contradicted himfelf ; which 
the Frexch Commentator is obliged to own, 
and therefore makes Pyrophilus to {tate a Ques 
{tions how to folve this Doubt ? In anfwer 
to which, Ezdoxus has done what he could 
to maintain the Honour and Credit of the 
Author. But there would have been no 
Occafion to form fuch Doubt, nor to clear 
it, if the Tranflation had been true, and 

conform to the Intention of the Original. 
However, as nothing is fo bad, but fome 
good arifes from it, as the Proverb fays ; it 
has been the fame with this Paflage; it ha- 
ving given Occafion to the Commenting Phi- 
Jofopher to give feveral important and ufeful 
Confiderations upon this Paflage, although 
he found it himfelf very hard. Perhaps the 
Tranflator into Latin has been a German, and. 
rendered it thus: Frater tuns Mercurius eft. 
quidem 
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quicems insperfelius, fed propterea non eft Mer- 
curius fapientum---. It it were thus, it were 
2 Germanifmy whofe Sente will be taken right 
by a German who underftands Latin ; but 
not eafily by a Frexchman, who is not ac- 
quainted with the Gerazanifm’s, which often 
happen among{t the Germans in the Latiz 
Tongue ; For, one fees that the French Phi- 
lofopher has taken the Senfe of the Larix 
Words thus: He is imperfetl, but for that 
very Reafon (BECAUSE HE IS 144- 
PERFECT) is not he the Mercury of the 
Wife. A Germaz, however, underftands 
it thus: He is imperfett, but therefore ( AL- 
THOUGA AE FS PM E R- 
FECT) he is not the Atercury of the Sages ; 
or, it is therefore no Confequence, that he fhould 
be the Mercury of the Philofophers ; it being 
no Argument at all, that an imperfect Aer- 
cary (of which there are many Kinds) thould 
by Reafon of its Imperfection be the Philo- 
fophick Adercury. And thus it’s very pro- 
bable to have been the fault of the Tranfla+ 
ter, who, if he had been refolved to make 
ufe of the word propterea, (which neverthe- 
lefs might better have been omitted,) he 
ought at leaft to have put the word xox be- 
fore it, wiz. Non tamen propterea eff Mercu- 
rius fapientum ; or, Noz tamen inde confici- 

tur, 
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tur, eum propterea efe Mercurinm fapientum 
So that this eminent Philofopher (viz. the 
Commentator). may have been led into an 
Error, by the Æquivocation of this Germa- 
nifm ; and one fees how he is forced to turn 
and wind himfelf in the Anfwer of Exdoxus, 
for to skreen the German Philofopher from 
the blame of the fuppofed Contradiction ; 
which if he has fucceeded in it, and whe- 
ther the Doubt, formed by Pyrophilws, has 
been fufficiently cleared and taken away by 
Exudoxas’s Anfwer, (how learned and ufeful 
foever it be,) is left to the Judgment of 
thofe that are well skilled in this Art. May 
be this Paffage has appeared to the faid Com- 
mentator as one of thofe which the Philo- 
fophers make ufe of, when, becaufe of the 
unworthy, and alfo for other Reafons, they 
contradict themfelves, which ought to be 
no Obftacle to the true Difciples of Hermes, 
who fhould take Occafion from thence, to 
meditate fo much the more upon the Reafon 
and Caufe of fuch Contradiction ; by which 
means they may unexpectedly difcover fome 
‘Truths. For Cofmopolite fays in the Epi- 
logue of his Treatife: Noli moveri, quod 
aliquando contradittoria in meis Trattatibis, mo- 
re Philofophorsem sfitato, tibi occurrunt. N. B. 
Opus babes illis, js intelligis. Non reperitur 


rofa 
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rofa fine fpinis, And further in his Treatife 
of Sulphur, Cap. de 3 ptincip. He fays: Nec 
te moveat, quod {cripta contraria fibi videan- 
tur in aliguibus locis ; ita enim opas efl, ne ars 
proderetur : Tu autem elige ea, que cum Na- 


41 


tura conveniunt; accipe rofas, relinque {pinas. — 


And in the fame manner our eminent French 
Commentator has (probably) taken this re- 
ply of the Stone for fuch an affumed Con- 
tradition, which he defigned to reconcile 
by the Anfwer of Exdoxus. 


X 


By Number 32. the German Original 
fays : But as for me, I have an imperfect 
Body ; a pure, penetrating, ringing, and con- 
flant Spirite— The French gives thefe Words 
with {ome Variation, viz. Z have an imper- 
fet Body, a ftedfaft Soul, a penetrating Tin- 
élure,—-Which, neverthelefs, is much to the 
fame purpofe. Only this ought to be ad- 
ded; that there are two Editions extant 
in the German Tongue, which differ from 
the reft, and afcribe the Stone a perfet Bo- 
dy. But according to the firft Edition 
paa 1604, and others more, the Stone 

as an imperfect Body. 


Here 
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Here it ought to be faid, that both, per-e 
fet and imperfect is true, confidering that 
the Stone is at different Times in a diffe- 
rent Station, which is fufficiently limited 
by the Anfwer which Exdoxus gives upon 
the Objection made by Pyrephilws upon the 
faid Number. 

If however one would keep to the two 
afore-mentioned Editions, in ite Cafe there 
would have been no Occafion for the Ob- 
jection of Pyrophilws, nor for the Anfwer of 
Endoxus. | 

A 

The Paflage by Number 34. is that of 
which the Fresch Commentator makes men- 
tion in his Preface, where the Old Philofo- 
phers are quoted, and made to fay thus: 
Our Mercury cannot be had but out of the 
oft unadulterated Bodies. 

The Caufe why this Paffage has been cor- 
rupted in the tranflating it into Latin, feems 
to proceed from the German worde € CHT; 
which fignifies fo much as true, proper, 
legitimate, uncorrupted, ftandard, and fine, 
and ferves generally to diftinguifh a true 
Matter from a Counterfeit ; but the fame 
Word having fome Similitude with the 

- <= Word 
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Word ACHT which fignifies Eight, the 
Tranflator has been led into the Miftake, 
which the Commentator finds fault with. 

Whether the French Commentator got 
this grofs Error rectified from the Origi- 
nal, or whether he thought proper to ex- 
punge thofe dark and improper Words, and 
infert others in their room; is not known ; 
but it is certain, that if this laft be the 
Cafe, a Philofepher, like himfelf, has Au- 
thority to do it ; efpecially when he inti- 
mates fuch his Intention, as the Commen- 
tator has done; who likewife, asa Mafter, 
has the Prerogative to teach the Difciples 
of Hermes, by what Words he thinks pro- 
per, from whence the Mercury of the Wife 
is to be taken. 

’Tis obfervable alfo, that this faid Com- 
mentator faying : Jt is zot poffible to attain 
to the Poffeffion of our Mercury any other 
way, than by the means of two Bodies, where- 
of one Cannot receive its requifite Perfection 
without the other, has ordered this Paffage 
in fuch a manner, that it agrees with the 
Intention of the Original, altho’ the Words 
are varied. 


By 
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By Number 35. the French Tranflation 
fays : The (Univerfal) Medicme is therefore 
made out of aT hing, which is the Water, and 
the Spirit of the Body. But the German Ori- 
ginal fays : Therefore a Medicine 1s made out 
of a Thing, which is the Water of the Body 
and Spirit.--Which laft, however, contra- 
dicts no ways the Senfe and Meaning of our 
Commentator, who fays himfelfin his third 
Key: That in the Wine of the Philofophers 
(which appears in form of Water) there are 
three divers Subftances, and three natural Prine 
ciples of all Bodies, viz. Salt, Sulphur, and 
Mercury, which are the Spirit, the Soul, and 
the Body.— And thus it may be faid, accord- 
ing to the Senfe of the Original : That 
Thing, out of which the Medicine is made, is 
the Water, (viz. the Wine of the Wife) of 
the Body, (viz. of the Body in the Water, 
who is the Male) aud of the Spirit. (viz. of 
the Body and Spirit ; for the Author him- 
felf takes them altogether in the aforecited 
place, as the Feminine.) And with this, 
compare what is faid by Number 37. 


Sct. 
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By Number 38. the German Original 
fays : When the Fight began, our Stone I S- 
SUED STRENGTH.-— But the French 
lays: The Stone difplayed ITS Force, and 
ITS Valour.— Which intimates, as if the 
Stone had employed a% its Strength for to 
conquer the two Companions ; whereas the 
German gives to underftand, that the Stone 
employed only fo much of its Strength as 
requifite to conquer them. } 

This Paffage may be compared with the 
Annotation, which has been made about that 
by Number ro. 


x x 
* 


Laftly, It is worth obferving (and it ought 
rather to have been mentioned firft of all, 
being it is on the Title Page, as likewife 
afterwards mentioned by Exdoxas in the 
Commentary by Number 4.) that the Ger- 
man Original fays: That the Stone of the 
Philofophers is prepared by thofè who rrace 
Nature, with the Affiftance of LUNAR 
VULCAN; by which Lunar Vulcan (ac- 
cording to what is fid by the afore-menti- 

l oned 
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oned Number 4.) is meant the fecret arid 
natural Fire of the Philofephers. 

*Tis true; this Fire is, as to it {elf one 
only Fire; but as to the place; it is called 
both Interiour and Exteriour ; for Inftance, 
the faid Exdoxus calls it, The natural and 
interiony Five, becaufe, fays he, it is brought 
to Action by the exterieur Fire. 

Philofopbia ae on the other Hand 
fays: Ofiris & {fis uti conjuges fant, fic & 
frater & foror, Plutarcho tefle, fub myftica 
quadam ratione habentes, quibus additur ter- 
tins quidam, Typhon (forte ignis internus ma- 
zerie) niger Gy ardens Spiritus, qui Ofiridem 
fratrem uterinum in minutifima membra dif 
fecat. Hife adtnamerat VULCANOM 
SEU IGNEM EXTERNUM. — 
Therefore if taken according to this latter 
Senfe, viz. of its being Exteriour, it 1s not 
part of the Matter, as Artephius fays ; but. 
if taken in the firt Senfe, it is part of 
the Matter, according to the meaning of 
Empedocles. 

As to Vulcan being called Lønar, the Au- 


_ thor of the War of the Knights agrees in 


this with the great Hermes, who fays: Pa 
ter ejus Sol, mater vero Luna; and hereb 

is intimated the Quality of the philofophi- 
cal Vulcan, yiz, that its Heat muft be tem- 
I pered 
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pered by the Humidity proceeding from 
Lana ; for, Azahel in Confil. Conj. de mafa 
Solis & Luna fays: Sol (which by our Au- 
thor is called Vulcaii) eff fons totius caloris : 
Luna antem domina Humiditatiss And Her- 
mes fays: Humiditas eft ex dominio Luna : 
pinguedo antem ex dominio Solis. For that 
Reafon fays Cofmopolite: Calor intrinfecus mul» 
to efficacior eft hoc igne elementali, fed tempe- 
ratur terrend aqua, que de die in diem poros 
terre penetrat illamque refrigerat: Sic folena 
caleftem & ejus calorem temperat aër, qui de 
die in die circumvolat orbem. And at ano- 
ther place; Sicuti Sol centralis habet fuum 
mare G aquam crudam perceptibilens ; fic Sol 
cæleftis habet etiam fuum mare & aquam fube 
tilem & inperceptibilem. — Anå thus for the 
aforefaid Reafons, the Vulcan of the Philo- 
fophers muft be Lunar. 

As to the French Tranflation of thefe 
Words, they are quite otherways; for the 
fame Trenflation calls it Lunatick, Vulcan. 
It is not to be fuppofed that thefe Words 
are given with any other meaning than what 
afore-mentioned ; for, Luzatick is in ano- 
ther Senfe mad, and it cannot be fuppofed 
that the Title of The War of the Knights 
Would ingimate, that the Stone of the Phi- 

| Nia bofophers 
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lofophers is to be prepared with the Affifte 


ance of fuch a mad Vulcan. On the con- 
trary, the Turba fays : Ne incendatis bal- 
neum Citrini & ejas uxoris plurimum, ne 
fenfu & motu priventure Item, Vincramini 
Regem cy fuam uxorem ey nolire cos combu- 
vere nimio igne. And theretore the Foun- 
tain (which Berzhard Trevifan {peaks of) 
in which the King bathes bimfeif is fe- 
cured by a threefold Fence. -- In the Expo- 
fition of the Epiftle, Solis ad Lunam, are 
thefe Words: Ego Luna crefcens in lumine 
Solari frigida cy humida, quia fam mater hu- 
moram Gy tu Sol, calidus co ficcus, quod eft 
principium gencralionis omnium, quando copt- 
lati fuerimas, 1. €. conjuntli. N. B. IneÆ- 
qualitate flatus, i. €. in proportione & man- 
fione. - Now fuch a Copulation as that can- 
not be brought about by a mad Vulcan, 
and therefore The War of the Knights could 
not fuppofe that the Tracers of Nature 
had made ufe of the Affiftance of fuch Vio- 
lence, for to make the Stone of the Philo- 
fepaers. 
The Reafon why in the French Tran- 
flation is faid Lvzarick, Vulcan, proceeds 
robably from the Tranflators into Latin 
Duh made another Error in this Paflages 
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and faid: Aaxilio Vulcani Lunatici; when 
he fhould have faid, Azxilio Vulcani Lana- 
vis; which Error, however, is not to be 
imputed to our eminent Commentator, who 
was obliged to receive the Words as they 
were given him; and it is only in order to 
clear our Learned Commentator from the 
Sufpicion of fuch an Error, that this An- 
notation has been made thereupon. 
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